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EDMUND SMITH is one of thofe 
lucky writers who have, without much 
labour, attained high reputation, and who 
are mentioned with reverence rather for the 
poffeflion than the exertion of uncommon abi- 
lities. 

Of his life little is known ; and tliat little 
claims no praife but what can be given to in- 
telledtual excellence, feldom employed to any 
virtuous purpofe. His charaSer, as given by 
Mr. Oldifworth, with all the partiality of 
friendftiip, which is faid by Dr. Burton to 
(how " what fine things one man of parts can 
** fay to another," and which, however, com- 
prifes great part of what can be known of Mr, 
Smith, it js better to tranfcribe at oivcc, \\vatTV 

Vol. III. B to 



a SMITH. 

^o take by pieces. I fhall fubjoin fuch little 
memorials as accident has enabled me to 
colleft. 

Mr. EDMUND SMITH was the only 
fon of an eminent merchant, one Mr. Neale, 
by a daughter of the famous baron Lechnlere. 
Some misfortunes of his father, which were 
foon followed by his death, were the occafion 
of the foil's being left very young in the hands 
of a near rdation (one who married Mr. Neale^s 
filler), whofe name was Smith. 

Thi^ gentleman and his lady treated him als 
their owii child, and put him to Weftminfter- 
fchool under the care of Dr. Bufby ; whence, 
after the lofs of his faithful and generous guar- 
dian (whofe name he aflumed and retained), 
• he was removed to Chrift-church in Oxford, 
and there by his aunt handfomely maintained 
till her death; after which he continued a 
member of that learned and ingenious fociet}^ 
till within five years of his oWn ; though, fome 
time before his leaving Chrift-church, he was 
fent for by his mother to Worcefter, and 
owned and acknowledged as her legitimate 
fon; which hzd not been meivtioned, but to 
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vripfc off the afperiions that were ignonmtly caft 
ty fome on his birth. It is to be remembered 
for out author's honour, that, when at Weft- 
minfter eleftion he ftood a candidate for one of 
the univerfities, he fo fignally diftinguilhed 
himfelf by his confpicuous performances, that 
there arofe no fmall contention between the re- 
prefentative eleftors of Trinity-college in Cam- 
bridge and Chrift-church in Oxon, which of 
thofe two royal focieties fhould adopt him as 
their own. But the eleftors of Trinity-college 
having the preference of choice that year, they 
refolutely elefted him ; who yet, being invited 
at the fame time to Chirft- church, chofe to ac- 
cept of a ftudentlhip there. Mr. Smith's per- 
feftions, as well natural as acquired, feem to 
have been formed upon Horace's plan; who 
fays, in his Art of Poetry, 

<« — F.go nee ihidium fine divite ven3, 
** Nee rude quid profit video ingenium : altenns fie 
" Altera pofcit opem res, & conjurat amice." 

He was endowed by Nature with all tliofe 
excellent and neceflary qualifications which are 
previous to the accomplilliment of a great man. 
His memory was large and tenacious, yet Xi'^ 2l 
B z curious 
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curioas felicity chiefly fufceptible of the finefl: int- 
preffions it received -from the bcft authors he 
read, which it always preferved in their pri- 
mitive ftrength and ataiable order. 

He had a ^nrckhefs* of ap'pireh^ftfiofr, • and vi* 
facity of i^derftaridirig, whith e^fily took in 
arid furhfotrrit^ th6 irioft fabtle aftd^knotty 
parts of mkiheraaticks and Incitaphyfi'ek§^'^HiSf 
wit was prompt and flowing, yet fotid and 
piercirtg; his tafte delicatte, his headclear, and 
his way of expreffing his thoughts perfpicuou^ 
and engaging. I Ihall fay nothing of his per- 
fon, which yet wats fo well turned^ that no 
Ae^kft of himfelf in bis drefs could r6hder k 
difagreeable ; infomuth that the fair • fex, ^ha 
obferved and efteertied liimV at oftce com- 
mended and reproved him by the name of the 
handfome lloven. An eaiger but generous and 
noble emulation grew up with him; which 
(as it were a rational fort of inftinft) puflied 
him upon ftriving to excel in every art and 
fcience that could make him a credit to his 
college, and that college the ornament of the 
moft learned and polite univerfity ; and it was 
his happiilefs to have feveral contemporaries 
and /cJloW'fludcnts wlio cxercifedand excited 
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this virtue in tliemfelves and others, thereby 
becoming fo defervedly in favour with this 
age, and fo good a proof of its nice difcern- 
jnent. His judgement, naturally, good, foon 
ripened into an exquifite finenels and diftin- 
guifliing fagaci.ty, vrhich as it was aftive and 
bufyy fo it was vigorous and manly, keeping 
even paces with a rich and ftrong imagination, 
always uppn the wing, ai]|d never tired with 
afpiring. Hence it was, that, though he writ 
as young as Cowley, he had no puerilities.; 
and his earlieft produftions were fo far froq;i 
having any thing in them mean and trifling, 
that, like the junior compofitions of Mr. Step- 
ney, they may make grey authors blufh. Theiie 
are many of his firft eflays in oratory, in epi- 
gram, elegy, and epique, ftill handed about t\\e 
iiniverfity in manufcript, which ihew a ma- 
fterly hand ; and, though maimed and injured 
by frequent tranfcribing, make their way into 
our moft celebrated mifcellanies, where they 
Ihine with uncommon luftre. Befidcs thofe 
verfes in the Oxford books, which^ he could 
not help fetting his name to, feveral of his 
coqiipofitipns came abroad under other names, 
which his own Gngukr modefty, 2Lud ii\\\\l\x\ 
B 3 ^\\fcw««» 
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filence, ftrove in vain to conceal. The En- 
coenia and public Colleftions of the Univerfity 
■upon State Subjefts were never in fuch efteem, 
either for elegy and congratulation, as when 
he contributed moft largely to them; and it 
was natural for thofe, who knew his peculiar 
way of writing, to turn to his (hare in the 
work, as by far the moft relilhing part of the 
entertainment. As his parts were extraordi- 
nary, fo he well knew how to improve them ; 
and not only to polifh the diamond, but en-** 
chafe it in the moft folid and durable metal. 
Though he was an academick the greateft part 
of his life, yet he contrafted no fournefs df 
temper, no fpice of pedantry, riq'itch of dif- 
putation, or obftinate contention for the old 
or new philofophy, no a'flurrtirig^way of dic- 
tating to others ; which' are 'ftults (though ex- 
cufablc) which fome are 'irifeniibly led into, 
who are conftrained to dwpll Iqpg within the 
walls of a private college. His converfation 
was pleafant and inftruftive ; and what Horace 
faid of Piotius, Varius, and Virgil, might juftly 
be applied to him : 

*' Nil tgo contulerim jucundp fanos Amico.'* 

Sat, v. U I. 
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As correft a writer as he was in his moft 

elaborate pieces, he read the works of others 

with candour, and referved his greateft feverity 

for his own compofitions ; being readier to 

cherifh and advance, than damp or deprefs a 

riling genius, and as patient of being excelled 

himfelf (if any could excel him) as induftrious 

to excel others. 

Twere to be wifhed he had confined himfelf 
to a particular profeffion, who was capable of 
furpaffing in any ; but in tliis, his want of ap- 
plication was in a great meafure owing to his 
want of due encouragement. 

He pafled through the exercifes of the col- 
lege and univerfity with unufual applaufe ; and 
though he often fufFered his friends to call him 
oiFfrom his retirements, and to lengthen out 
thofe jovial ayocations> yet his return to his 
ftudies were fo much the more pafTionatc, and 
his intention upon thofe refined pleafures of 
reading and thinking fo vehement (to which 
his facetious and unbended intervals bore no 
proportion), that the habit grew upon him, 
and the feries of meditation and reflcftion being 
kept up whole weeks together, he could better 
fort his Ideas, and take in the fundvv y^vU o't 
J? 4 ' -^ 
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a fcience at one view, without interruption or 
confufion. Some indeed of his acquaintance, 
who were pleafed to diftinguifti between the 
wit and the fcholar, extolled him altogether on 
the account of thefe titles ; but others, who 
knew him better, could not forbear doing him 
juftice as a prodigy in both kinds. He had 
fignalized himfelf, in the fchoois, as a philo- 
fopher and polemick of extenfive knowledge 
and deep penetration ; and went through aM 
the courfes with a wife regard to the dignity 
and importance of each fcience. I remember 
him in the Divinity-fchool refponding and dif- 
puting with a perfpicuous energy, a ready ex- 
aftnefs, and commanding force of argument, 
when Dr. Jane worthily prefided in the chair ; 
whofe condefcending and drfinterefted com- 
mendation of him gave him fuch a reputation 
as iilenced the envious malice of his enemies, 
who durft not contradift the approbation of fo 
profound a mafter in theology. None of thofc 
felf-fufficient creatures, who have either trifled 
with philofophy, by attempting to ridicule it, 
or have encumbered it with novel terms, and 
burdenfome explanations, underftood its real 
weight and purity half fo well as Mr. Smith. 
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JHe wastoo difoerning to allow of the charafter 
jrf improfitable, rugged, and abflrufe, which 
ibmc fupjBrficial fciolifts (fo very fmooth and 
ipolite as to admit of no in>prefEon), either out 
of an unthinking indolence, or an ill-grounded 
prejudice, had affixed to this fort of ftudies. 
He knew the thoruy terms of philofophy ferved 
»eH to fence-ia the true doftrines of religion ; 
and looked upon fchool-divinity as upon a 
wugh but well-wrought army, which. mi^ht 
at once adorn and defend the Chriftian hero, 
and equip liim for the combat. 

Mr. Smith had a long and .perfeft intimacy 
with all the Greek and Latin Clafficks ; with 
■whom he had carefully compared whatever 
was worth peruling in the French, Spauifh, 
and Italian (to which languages he was no 
Granger), and in all the celebrated writers of 
iis own country. • But then, according to the 
curious obfervation of the late earl of Shaftef- 
bury, he kept the poet in awe by regular cri- 
ticifm ; and, as it were, married the two ^rts 
for their mutual fupport and improvement. 
There was not a trad of credit, upon that fub- 
jeft, which he had not diligently examined, 
irom Ariltotle down to Hedeliii and Bofixx*, fe 
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that, having each rule conftantly before him, 
he could carry the art through every poem, 
and at once point out the graces and deformi- 
ties. By this means he feemed to read with a 
defign to correft, as well as imitate. 

Being thus prepared, he could not but tafte 
every little delicacy that was fet before him ; 
though it was impoffible for him at the fame 
time to be fed and nourifhed with any thing 
but what was fubftantial and lafting. He con- 
fidered the ancients and moderns not as parties 
or rivals for fame, but as architefts upon one 
and the fame plan, the Art of Poetry ; accord- 
ing to which he judged, approved, and blamed, 
without flattery or detraftion. If he did not 
always commend the compofitions of others, 
it was not ill-nature (which was not in his 
temper), but ftrift juftice that would not let 
him call a few flowers fet in ranks, a glib mear 
fure, and fo many couplets, by the name of 
poetry : he was of Ben Jonfon's opinion, who 
could not admire 



— 'Verfes as fmooth and foft as cream, 
III which there was neither depth nor ftream. 
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And therefore, though his want of complai- 
fance for fome men's overbearing vanity made 
him enemies, yet the better part of mankind 
were obliged by the freedom of his rerlec* 
tions. 

His Bodleian Speech, though taken from a 
remote and imperfeft copy, hath fhewn the 
world how great a mailer he was of the Cicero- 
nian eloquence, mixed witli the concifenefs 
and force of Demofthenes, the elegant and 
moving turns of Pliriy, and the acute and wife 
refleftions of Tacitus. ' 

Since Temple and Rofcommon, no man 
underftood Horace better, efpecially as to his 
happy diftion, rolling numbers, beautiful ima- 
gery, and alternate mixture of the foft and the 
fublime. This endeared Dr. Hannes's odes to 
him, the fineft genius for Latin lyrick fince the 
Auguftan Age. His friend Mr. Philips's ode 
to Mr. St. John (late Lord Bolingbroke), after 
the manner of Horace's Lufory or Amatorian 
Odes, is certainly a mafter-piece : but Mr. 
Smith's Pocockius is^of the fublimer kind, 
though, like Walkiir's writings upon Oliver 
Cromwell, it wants not the moft delicate and 
iurprjnn^- turns peculiar to the perforv ^liifc^. 



ji2 & M I T H. 

J do not remember to have feen aay thing Iik(i 
it in Dr. Bathurft, who had made fome attempts 
this way with applaufe. He was an exceJJent 
judge of humanity ; and fo good an hiftorian, 
that in familiar difcourfe he would talk over 
the moft memorable fafts in antiquity, the 
lives, aft ions, and charadlers, of celebrated 
me;n, with amazing facility and accuracy. A^ 
.he h^ thoroughly read and digefted Thuanus's 
works, fo he was able to co-py ajfter him : and 
his talent in this kind was fo well known and 
allowed, that he had been fingled ^ut b^f fome 
great men ^o -wxite a hiftory, which it was for 
their intereft to Jiave done with the utmoft art 
and dexterity. I (hall not mention for what 
reafons this defign was dropped, though they 
are very pauch to Mr. Smith's honour. The 
truth is, and I fpeak it before living witneffes, 
.whilft an agreeable con^pany could fix him 
upon a fubjeft of ufeful literature, nobody 
fhone to greater advantage: he feemed to be 
that Memmius whom Lucretius (peaks of; 

, -^Quem lu, Dea, tempore in omni 

Omnibus oroatum voluiili excellere rebus*^ 

His 

"J 
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His works are not many, and thofe fcattered 

up and down in MifccUanics and Collcftions, 

being wrefted from him by his friends with 

great difficulty and relnftance. All of them 

together make but a fmall part of that much 

greater body, which lies difpcrfed in the pof- 

fcffion of nrrmerous acquaintance ; and cannot 

perhaps be made ihtire, without great ifijuftice 

to him, becanfc few of them had his laft hand, 

and the tranfcriber was often obliged to take 

the liberties of a friend. His condolence for 

the death of Mr. Philips is full of the nobleft 

beauties, and hath done julHce to the afhes of 

that fecond Milton, whofe writings will laft 

as long as the Englifh language, generofity, 

and valour. For him Mr. Smith had con- 

trafted a perfeft friendfhip ; a paffion he was 

moft fufceptible of, and whofe laws he looked 

upon as facrcd and inviolable. 

Every fubjeft that palled under his pen had 
all the life, proportion, and embellifhments 
beftowed on it, which an exquifite (kill, a warm 
imagination, and a cool judgement, could 
poffibly beftow on it. The* epique, lyrick, 
elegiac, every fort of poetry, he touched upon 
land he had touched upon a gic^t N^i\t\.^^i 



14 SMITH. 

was ralfcd to its proper height, and the dif- 
ferences between each of them obferved with a 
judicious accuracy. We faw the old rules afid 
new beauties placed in admirable order by each 
other ; and there was a predominant fancy and 
fpirit of his own infufed, fuperior to what 
fome draw off from the ancients, or from poe- 
iies here and there culled out of the moderns, 
by a painful induftry and fervile imitotion^ 
His contrivances were adroit and.; rinSgnifi- 
cent; his images lively and adequate ; hisfen- 
timents charming and majeftick; his expr£f-« 
fions natural and bold ; his numbers v^ri-* 
ous and founding ; and that enameled mix- 
ture of claflical wit, which, without redun- 
<lance and afFeftation, fparkled through his 
writings, and were no Icfs pertinent and agree- 
able. • ' ' 

His Phadra is a confummate. tragedy, and 
the fuccefs of it was as great as the moll fan- 
guine expeftations of his friends could promifc 
or forefee. The nujnber of nights, and the 
common method of jfijiing the Jioufe, are not 
always the fureft irlarks of judging what en- 
couragement a play meets with : but the gc- 
nerofity of all the perfons of a refined taftc 
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ibout town was remarkable on this occafion ; 
and it muft not be forgotten how zealoufly 
Mr. Addifon efpoufed his intereft, with all the 
elegant judgement and difFufive good-nature 
for which that accomplifhed gentleman and 
author is fo juftly valued by mankind. But 
as to Phadroy Ihe has certainly made a finer 
figure under Mr. Smith's conduft, upon the 
Englifli ftage, than either in Rome or Athens ; 
and if Ihe excels the Greek and Latin Phadra^ 
I need not fay fhe furpafles the French one, 
though cmbelliftied with whatever regular beau- 
ties and moving foftnefs Racine himfelf could 
feive her. 

No man had a jufter notion of the difficulty 
of compofing than Mr. Smith, and he fome- 
times would create greater difficulties than he 
had reafon to apprehend. Writing with eafe, 
^hat (as Mr. Wycherley fpeaks) may be eafily 
Written, moved his indignation. When he 
was writing upon a fubjeft, he would ferioufly 
confider what Demofthenes, Homer, Virgil, 
or Horace, if alive, would fay upon that occa- 
fion, which whetted him to exceed himfelf as 
well as others. Neverthelefs, he could not, 
or v^ould not, ffnifh feveral fubjefts he uudtx- 



i6 SMITH, 

took; which may be imputed eitlier to the 
brifknefs of his fancy, ftill hunting after new 
matter, or to an occafional indolence, which 
fpleen and laffitude brought upon hira, which 
of all his foibles, the world was leaft inclined 
to forgive. That this was not owing to 
conceit or vanity, or a fulnefs of himfelf (a 
frailty which has been imputed to no lefs men 
than Shakfpeare and Jonfon), is clear from 
hence ; becaufe he left his works to the entire 
difpofal of his friends, whofe moft rigorous 
cenfures he even courted and folicited , fub- 
mitting to their animadverfions, and the free- 
dom they took with them, with an unreferved 
and prudent refignation. 

I have feen (ketches and rough draughts of 
fome poems be defigned, fet out analytically ; 
wherein the fable, ftrufture, and connexion, 
the images, incidents, moral, epifodes, aTid a 
great variety of ornaments, were fo finely laid 
out, fo well fitted to the rules of art, and 
fquarfd fo exaftly to the precedents of the an- 
cients, that I have often looked on thefe poe- 
tical elements with the fame concern, with 
which curious men are afFefted at the fight of 
the moft entertaining remains and ruins of ai\ 
C 3 antique 
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antique figure or building. Thofc fragments 
of the learned, which fome men have been fo 
proud of their pains in colleding, are ufelefs 
nritics, without form and without life, when 
compared with thefe embryos which wanted 
not fpirit enough to piefcrve them ; fo that I 
Ciiinot help thinking, that, if fome of them 
were to come abroad, they would be as highly 
^ucd by the poets, as the Iketches of Julio 
»nd Titian are by the painters; though there 
ii ootfaing in them but a few outlines, as to 
the defign and proportion. 

It muft be confefled, that Mr. Smith had 
feme defefts in his conduft, which thofe are 
moft apt to remember who could imitate him 
in nothing elfe. His fireedom with himfelf 
<frew feverer acknowledgements from him than 
^ the malice he ever provoked was capable of 
advancing, and he did not fcruple to give even 
Ws misfortunes the hard name of faults : but, 
rf the world had half his good-nature, all the 
fl^y parts would be entirely ftruck out of his 
charafter. 

A man, who, under poverty, calamities, 
*nd difappointments, could make fo u\^.l\^^ 
friend^ and thofe fo truly valuable, mui\\\^\'^ 
yoz. Ill c \^^ 
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juft and noble ideas of the paffion of frren 
Ihip, in the fucceft of which confifted 1 
greateft, if not the only, happinefa of ] 
life. He knew very well what was due 
his birth, though Fortune threw him Ihort 
it in every other circymltance of life, 
avoided making any, though perhaps reafc 
able, complaints of her difpenfations, van 
which he had honour enough to be eafy, wil 
out touching the favours fhe flung in his ¥ 
when offered to him at the price of a m< 
durable reputation. . He took care to have 
dealings with mankind, in which he coi 
not be jaft ; and he defired to be at no otl 
expence in his pretenfions than that of intri 
iick merit, which was the only burthen a 
reproach he ever brought upon his frien 
He could fay, as Horace did of himfelf, w! 
I never yet faw tranflated ; 

«< -^Meo fum pauper in sere,** 

At his coming to town, no man was m< 
furrounded by all thofe who really had or p 
tended to wit, or more courted by the gr 
men, who had then a power and opportun 
of encouraging arts and fckivces> and gj 
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proofs of their fondnefs for the name of Patron 
m many inftances, which will ever be remem- 
bered to their glory, Mr. Smith's charafter 
grew upon his friends by intimacy, and out- 
went the ftrongeft prcpofleffions which had 
been conceived in his favour. Whatever 
quantl a few four creatures, whofe obfcurity 
is their happinefs, may poffibly have to the age; 
yet amidft a ftudied negleft, and totil difufe of 
all Aofe ceremonial attendances, felhionable 
equipments, and external recommendations, 
which are thought neceflary introduftions into 
^tgrandt monde, this gentleman was fo happy 
as ftill to pleafe ; arid whilft the rich, the gay, 
the noble, and honourable, faw how much he 
excelled in wit and learning, they eafily for- 
gave him all other differences. Hence it was 
that both his acquaintance and retirements 
Were his own free choice. What Mr. Prior 
obferves upon a very great charafter, was true 
of him ; that moft of his faults brought their ex» 
tx^t with them. 

Thofe who blamed him raofl, underflood 
hitn leafl, it being the cuftom of the vulgar to 
charge an excefs upon the moft comphiftLXVt, 
sjjd to form a charader by the morals oi a fe^ •» 
C 2 \n\\o 
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who have fometimes fpoiled an hour or tw( 
in good company. Where only fortune i 
wanting to make a great name, that fingle ex 
ception can never pafs upon the beft judge 
and moft equitable obfervers of mankind ; an 
when the time comes for the world to fpai 
their pity, w^e may juftly enlarge our demand 
upon them for their admiration. 

Some few years before his death, he had er 
gaged himfelf in feveral confiderable undei 
. takings ; in all which he had prepared tl 
world to cxpeft mighty things from him. 
have feen about ten fheets of his Englijh Pinda\ 
which exceeded any thing of that kind I cou] 
ever hope for in our own language. He ha 
drawn out a plan of a tragedy of the Loi 
Jar.e Grey^ and had gone through feveral fcen< 
of it. But he could not well have bequeathe 
that work to better hands than where, I hea 
it is at pre fent lodged ; and the bare mentio 
of two fuch names may juftify the largeft e^ 
peftations, and is fufficient to make the tow 
an agreeable invitation. 

His greateft and nobleft undertaking w; 
Longinus: He had finiflied an entire tranflatic 
of the Sulllme^ which he feiw. xo \!fta i[cst\^\ 

1 
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Mr. Richard Parker, a friend of his, late of 
Merton College, an exaft critick in the Greek 
tongue, from whom it came to my hands. 
The French veriion of Monfieur Boileau, 
though truly valuable, was far Ihort of it. 
He propofed a large addition to this work, of 
notes and obfervations of his own, with an 
entire. fyftem of the Art of Poetry, in three 
books, under the titles of Thought^ Di£fion^ 
and Figure. I faw the laft of thefe perfeft, 
and in a fair copy, in which he Ihewed prodi- 
gious judgement and reading ; and particularly 
had reformed the art of Rhetorick, by reduc- 
ing that vaft and confufed heap of terms, with 
which a long fucceffion of pedants had encum- 
bered the world, to a very narrow compafs, 
comprehending all that was ufeful and orna- 
mental in poetry. Under each head and chap- 
ter, he. intended to make remarks upon all the 
ancients and moderns, the Greek, Latin, 
Englifh, French, Spanifh, and Italian poets, 
and to note their feveral beauties and defefts. 

What remains of his works is left, as 1 am 
informed, in the hands of men of worth and 
judgement, who loved him. It cannot be fup- 
pofeJ diejr would /bpprefs any thing th^X. \nt^ 
C 3 \\\^^ 
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his, but out of rcfpeft to his memory, and for 
want of proper hands to iinilh what fo great z^ 
genius had begun. 

SUCH is the declamation of Oldifwortfa, 
written while his admiration was yet frefh, and 
his kindnefs warm ; and therefore fuch as, 
without any criminal purpofe of deceiving, 
ftiews a ftrong defire to make the moft of all 
favourable truth. I cannot much commend 
the performance. The praife is often indif- 
tin£i, and the fentences are loaded with words 
of more pomp than ufe. There is little, how- 
ever, that can be contradifted, even when a 
plainer tale comes to be told. 

EDMUND NEALE, known by the 
name of Smith, was born at Handley, the feat 
of the Lechmeres, in Worcefterfliire. The 
year of his birth is uncertain *. 

He was educated at Weftminfter. It is 
known to have been the pra£lice of Dr. Bufby 
%o detain tliofe youths long at fchool, of whom 

* By his epitaph he appears to have been 42 years oW 
%vhen he died. He was confeqiicntly born in the ycai 



SMITH. aj 

he had formed the highefi expectations. Smit 
took his Mafter*s degree on the 8th of July 
1696 : he therefore was probably admitted into 
the univerfity in 1689, when we may fuppofc 
him twenty years old. 

His reputation for literature in his college 
was fuch as has been told ; but the indecency 
and licentioufnefs of his behaviour drew upon 
him, Dec, 24, 1694, while he was yet only 
Batchelor, a publick admonition, entered upon 
record, in order to his expulfion. Of this re- 
proof the efFeft is not known. He was pro- 
bably lefs notorious. At Oxford, as we alj 
know, much will be forgiven to literary merit ; 
and of that he had exhibited fufficient evidence 
by his excellent ode on the death of the great 
Orientalift, Dr. Pocock, who died in 1691, 
and whofe praife muft have been written by 
Smith, when he had been but two years in the 
univerfity. 

This ode, which doled the fecond volume 
of the Mufa AngUcanay though perhaps fome 
objeftions may be made to its Latinity, is by 
far the beft Lyrick compofition in that collec- 
tion ; nor do I know where to find it equal- 
led TLvnong the modem writers. It cx^itCt^i 
C 4 VvCsv 
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with great felicity, images not claffical in claflical 
diftion: its digreffions and returns have been 
defervedly recommended by Trapp as models 
for imitation. 
He had feveral imitations of Cowley : 

Teftitur hi|c tot fcrmo colpribu$ 
Quot tu, Pococki, diffimilis tui 

Orator effers, quot viciffim 

Te memorcs cclebrarc gaudent. 

I will not commend the figure which makes 
the orator pronounce the colours^ or give to colours 
memory and delight, I quote it, however, as an 
imitation of thefe lines ; 

So many languages he had in (lore. 

That only Fame (hall fpeak of him in more. 

The fimile, by which an old man, retaining 
the fire of his youth, is compared^to ^tn^ 
flaming through the fnow, which Smith has 
ufcd with great pomp, is flolen from Cow- 
ley, however little worth the labour of convey- 
ance. 

He proceeded to tsike his degree of Mailer of 
Arts, July 8, ^656, Of the exercifes which 

ho 
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he performed on that occafion, I have not 
heard any thing memorable. 

As his years advanced, he advanced in re- 
putation ; for he continued to cultivate his 
mind, though he did not amend his irregulari- 
ties, by which he gave fo much offence, that, 
April 24, 1700, the i.'ean and Chapter de- 
dared, '* the place of Mr. Smith void, he 
•* having been convifted of riotous mifbeha- 
^* viour in the houfe of Mr. Cole an apothe- 
"carjr; but it was referred to the Dean when 
" and upon what occafion the fentencs Ihould 
•* be put in execution." 

Thus tenderly was he treated : the governors 
of his college could hardly keep him, and yet 
wiftied that he would not force them to drive 
him away. 

Some time afterwards he aflumed an appear- 
ance of decency ; in his own phrafe, he 
whitened himfelf, having a defire to obtain the 
cenforfhip, an office of honour and fome profit 
in the college ; but, when the eleftion came, 
the preference was given to Mr. Foulkes^ his 
junior: the fame, I fuppofe, that joined with 
Prtind in an edition of part of Demofthenes. 
The ccnforls a tutor; and it was not tYvo\i^\t. 
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proper to truft the fuperintcndancc of otherS 
to a man who took fo little care of himfclf. 

From this tithe Smith employed his malice 
and his wit againft the Dean, Dr, Aldrich^ 
whom he confidcred as the opponent of his 
claim. Of his lampoon upon him, I once 
heard a fingle line too grofs to be repeated. 

But he was ftill a genius and a fcholar, and 
Oxford was unwilling to lofe him : he was en- 
dured, with aJl his pranks and his vices, two 
years longer ; but on Dec- ao, 1705, at 
the inftance of all the canons, the fentence 
declared five years before was put in execu-» 
tion. 

The execution was, I believe, filent and 
tender ; for one of his friends, from whom I 
learned much of his life, appeared not to 
know it. 

He was now driven to London, where he 
aflTociated himfelf with the Whigs, whether 
becaufe they were in power, or becaufe tjio 
Tories had expelled him, or becaufe he was a 
Whig by principle, may perhaps be doubted. 
He was, however, carcfled by men of great 
abilities, whatever were their party, and was 

fupported 
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fepported by the liberality of thofe who dc-. 
lighted in his converfation. 

There was once a defign, hinted at by Oldif- 
worth, to have made him ufeful. One even- 
ing, as he was fitting with a friend at a tavern, 
he was called down by the waiter ; and, having 
ftaid feme time below, came up thoughtful. 
After a paufe, faid he to his friend, ** He that 
" wanted me below was Addifon, whofe bufi- 
" nefs was to tell me that a Hiftory of the Re- 
" volution was intended, and to propofe that 
"1 fliould undertake it. I faid, * What 
** fliall I do with the charafter of Lord Sun- 
" derland?' and Addifon immediately returned, 
"*When, Rag, were you drunk MW and 
" went away." 

Captain Rag was a name which he got at 
Oxford by his negligence of drefs. 

This ftory I heard from the late Mr, Clark 
of Lincoln's Inn, to whom it was told by the 
friend of Smith. 

Such fcruples might debar him from fome 
profitable employments ; but, as they could not 
deprive him of any real efteem, they left him 
many friends; and no man was ever better 
'^tiodpced to the theatre than he, vjYvo, m 
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that violent conflift of parties, had a Pro* 
logue and Epilogue from the firft wits on either 
fide. 

But learning and nature will now and then 
take different courfes. His play pleafed the 
criticks, and the criticks only. It was, as 
Addifon has recorded, hardly heard the third 
night. Smith had indeed trufted entirely to 
his merit, had enfured no band of applauders, 
nor ufed any artifice to force fuccefs, and 
found that naked excellence was not fufficient 
for its own fupport. 

The play, however, was bought by Lintot, 
who advanced the price from fifty guineas, the 
current rate, to fixty: and Halifax, the ge- 
neral patron, accepted the dedication, Smitli's 
indolence kept him from writing the dedica- 
tion, till Lintot, after fruitlefs importunity, 
gave notice that he would publifh the play 
without it. Now therefore it was written; 
and Halifax expefted the author with his book, 
and had prepared to reward him with a place 
of three hundred pounds a year. Smith, by 
pride or caprice, or indolence, or baflifulnefs, 
neglefted to attend him, though doubtlefs 

warnc4 
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warned and prefled by his friends, and at laft 
miffed his reward by not going to folicit it. 

Addifon has, in the SpiSlatofy mentioned 
thenegleft of Smith's tragedy as difgraceful to 
the nation, and imputes it to the fondnefs for 
operas then prevailing. The authority of Ad- 
difon is great ; yet the voice of the peoplfe, 
vhen to pleafe the people is the purpofe, de- 
ferves regard. In this queftion, I cannot but 
think the people in the right* The fable is 
mythological, a ftory which we are accuftomed 
to rejeft as falfe, and the manners are fo dif- 
tant from our own, that we know them not 
from fympathy, but by ftudy: the ignorant 
do not underftand the aftion ; the learned re- 
jeft it as a fchool-boy's tale; incredulus odL 
What I cannot for a moment believe, I can- 
not for a moment behold with intereft or 
anxiety. The fentiments thus remote from 
life are removed yet further by the di£tion, 
which is too luxuriant and fplendid for dia- 
logue, and envelopes the thoughts rather than 
difplays them. It is a fcholar's play, fuch as 
may pleafe the reader rather than the fpeftator ; 
the work of a vigorous and elegant mind^ ac- 
cufiomed to pleafe itfelf with its oww coive^^- 
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tions, btit of little acquaintance with the courfe 
. of life. 

Dennis tells us, in one of his pieces, that 
hit had once a defign to have written the tra- 
gedy of Pbadra ; but was convinced that th^ 
a£tion was too mythological. 

In 1709, a year after the exhibition of 
Phsdra^ died John Philips, the friend and fel- 
low-coUegian of Smithy who, on that occaiion, 
wrote a poem, which juftice muft place among 
the beft elegies which our language can Ihew^ 
an elegant mixture of fondnefs and admira- 
tion, of dignity and foftnefs. There are fomC 
paf&ges too ludicrous ; but every human per- 
formance has its faults. 

This elegy it was the mode among his 
friends to purchafe for a guinea ; and, as his 
acquaintance was numerous, it was a very pro- 
fitable poem. 

Of his Findafy mentioned by Oldifworth, I 
have never otherwife heard. His Longinus ht 
intended to accompany with feme illuftrations, 
and had feleftcd his inftances of the falfc Sub^ 
lime from the works of Blackmore. 

He refolved to try again the fortune of the 
Stage^ with the ftary of Lad-j 3^^^ Gt^^. It U 
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flot unlikely that his experience of the incfficafcy 
and incredibility of a mythological tale, might 
dctcrmirie him to choofe an aftlon from Eng- 
lilh Hiftory, at no great diftance from our own 
times, which was to end in a real event, pro- 
duced by the operation of kn^wn charafters. 

A fubjeft will not eafily occur that can 
give more opportunities of informing the tm- 
derftanding, for which Smith was unquef- 
tionaWy qualified, or for moving the paffions, 
in which I fufpcft him to have had lefs 
power. 

Having formed his plan and coUeded ma- 
terials, he declared that al few months would 
complete his dcfign ; and, that he might purfuc 
tis work with lefs frequent avocations, he was, 
in June 17 10, invited by Mr. George Ehickct 
to his houfe at Gartham in Wiltfliire. Here 
he found fuch opportunities of indulgence as 
did not much forward his ftudies, and particu- 
larly fome ftrong ale, too delicious to be re- 
fifted. He eat and drank till he found himfelf 
plethorick : and, then refolving to cafe himfelf 
J>y evacuation, he wrote to an apothecary in 
the neighbourhood a prefcription of a purge fo 
forcibJe, that the apothecary thoug)[vt vt Yv\^ 



32 ^ SMITH. 

diity to delay it till he had given notice of in 
danger. Smith, not pleafed with the contra- 
diftion of a Ihopman, and boaftful of his own 
knowledge, treated the notice with rude con- 
tempt, and fwallowed his own medicine, which, 
in July 1 710, brought him to the grave. He 
was buried at Gartham. 

Many years afterwards, Ducket communi- 
cated to Oldmixon, the hiftorian, an account 
pretended to have been received from Smithy 
that Clarendon's Hiftory was, in its publi- 
cation, corrupted by Aldrich, Smaldridge, and 
Attcrbury; and that Smith was employed to 
forge and infer t the alterations. 

This ftory was publifhed triumphantly by 
Oldmixon, and may be fuppofed to have been 
eagerly received ; but its progrefs was foon 
checked ; for finding its way into the Journal 
of Trevoux, it fell under the eye of Atterbury 
then an exile in France, who immediately de- 
nied the charge, with this remarkable particu- 
lar, that he never in his whole life had once 
fpoken to Smith ; his company being, as mull 
be inferred, not accepted by thofe who attended 
to their charafters. 

The 
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The charge was afterwards very diligently 
refuted by Dr. Burton of Eaton, a man emi- 
nent for literature, and, though not of the 
fame party with Aldrich and Atterbury, too 
ftudious of truth to leave them burthened with 
a 61fe charge. The teftimonics which he has 
coUeSed have convinced mankind that either 
Smith or Ducket was guilty of wilful and ma- 
licious falfehood. 

This controverfy brought into view thofc 
parts of Smith's life, which with more honour 
to his name might have been concealed. 

Of Smith I can yet fay a little more. He was 
a man of fuch eftimation among his compa- 
nions, that the cafual cenfures or praifes which 
he dropped in converfation were confidered like 
thofe of Scaliger, as worthy of prefcrvation. 

He had great readinefs and exaftnefs of cri- 
ticifm, and by a curfory glance over a new 
compofition would exaftly tell all its faults and 
beauties. 

He was remarkable for the power of reading 
with great rapidity, and of retaining with great 
fidelity what he fo eafily collefted. 

He therefore always knew what the prefent 
queftion required; and, when his friends t^- 
FoL. III. D pi^&d 
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prefled their wonder at his acquifitlons, madd 
in a ftate of apparent negligence and drunken'* 
ncfs, he never difcovcred his hours of reading 
or method of ftudy, but involved himfelf ia 
affefted filence, and fed his own vanity with 
their admiration and conjedures. 

One praftice he had, which was eafily ob« 
fcrved : if any thought or image was prefented 
to his mind, that he could ufe or improve, he 
did not fufFer it to be loft; but, amidft the 
jollity of a tavern, or in the warmth of convcr- 
lotion, very diligently committed it to paper. 

Thus it was that he had gathered two quires 
of hints for his new tragedy ; of which Rowc, 
when they were put into his hands, could make, 
as he fays, very little ufe^ but which the collec- 
tor confidered as a valuable- ftock of materials. 

When he came to London,, his way of life 
connefted him with the licentious and diflb* 
lute; and he affefted the airs and gaiety of a 
man of pleafure; but his drefs was always defi- 
cient: fcholaftick cloudinefs ftill hung about 
him ; and his merriment was fure to pro^uco 
the fcorn of his companions. 

With all his careleflhcfs, and all his vices, 
br was one of the murmurcts at Fortune ; and 
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wondered why he was fuffered to be poor^ 
when Addifon was carefled and preferred ; nor 
would a very little have contented him ; for he 
eftimated his wants at iix hundred pounds a 
year. 

In his courfc of reading it was particular, 
that he had diligently perufed, and accurately 
remembered, the old romances of knight er- 
rantry. 

He had a high opinion of his own merit, 
and was fomething contemptuous in his treat- 
ment of thofe whom he confidercd as not qua- 
lified to oppofe or contradift hira. He had 
many frailties ; yet it cannot but be fuppofed 
that he had great merit, who could obtain to 
the fame play a prologue from Addifon, and an 
epilogue from Prior; and who could have at 
once the patronage of Halifax, and the praifc 
ofOldifworth. 

For the power of communicating thefc mi- 
nute memorials, I am indebted to my conver- 
fation with Gilbert Walmfley, late regifter of 
the ecclefiafticai cpurt of Lichfield, who was 
acquainted both With Smith and Ducket ; and 
declared, that, if the tale concerning Clarendon 
were forged, he IhouM /ufpeft Ducket ot t\v^ 
D 2 feUd\ood.\ 
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felfehood ; " for Rag was a man of great vera- 
city." 

Of Gilbert Walmfley, thus prefented to m; 
mind, let me indulge myfelf in the remcm 
brance. I knew him very early ; he was om 
of the firft friends that literature procured me 
and I hope that at leaft my gratitude made mi 
worthy of his notice. 

He was of an advanced age, and I was onl] 
not a boy; yet he never received my notion 
with contempt. He was a Whig, with all th( 
virulence and malevolence of his party ; ye 
difference of opinion did not keep us apart, 
honoured him, and he endured me. 

He had mingled with the gay world, without 
exemption from its vices or its follies, but hac 
never neglefted the cultivation of his mind 
his belief of Revelation was unfhakea ; his 
learning preferved his principles ; he grew flrfl 
regular, and then pious. 

His ftudies had been fo various, that I am 
not able to name a man of equal knowledge. 
His acquaintance with books was great; and 
what he did not immediately know, he could at 
Icaft tell where to find. Such was his ampli- 
tude of learning, and fuch. Ivls coijioufnefs of 
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communication, that it may be doubted whe- 
ther a day now pafles in which I have not fome 
advantage from his friendfhip. 

At this man's table I enjoyed many chearful 
and inftruftive hours, with companions fuch as 
are not often found ; with one who has length- 
ened, and one who has gladdened life; with 
Dr. James, whofe Ikill in phyfick will be long 
remembered ; and with David Garrick, whom 
I hoped to have gratified with this charafter of 
our common friend: but what are the hopes 
of man ! I am difappointed by that ftroke of 
death, which has eclipfed the gaiety of nations, 
^d impovcrifhed the publick ftock of harmlefs 
pleafure. 
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In the Library at Oxford is the following 
ludicrous Analyfis of Pocockiuf: 

Ex AaTOGRAPHO. 

[Sent by the Author to Mr. Urry,] 

OPUSCULUM hoc, Halberdarie amplify 
iiffle» in lucem proferre haftenus diftuii, ju- 
dicii tui acumen fubveritus magis quani bipen* 
nis. Tandem aliquando Oden banc ad te 
mitto fublitnem, teneram, flebilem, fuavem, 
qualem demum divinus (li Mufis vacaret) fcrip- 
fiflet Gaftrtllus : ad);o fcilicet fublimem ut inm* 
legendum donnire, adeo flebilem ut ridcre velis. 
Cujus clegantiam ut melius infpicias, verfuum 
ordinem & materiam breviter referam. I"*"* 
verfus de duobus praeliis decantatis. 2*^"* & 
3US de Lotharingio, cuniculis fubterraneis, faxis, 
ponto, hoftibus, & Afia. /^^^ & 5^"^ de catenis, 
fubdibus, uncisy draconibus, tigribus & croco- 
dilis. 6«J, 7^, 8"s, 9"$, de Gomorrha, de Baby- 
Jone, Babele, & quodum don\i fuse peregrino. 
lOos, aliquid de quodam Pocockio. ii«s, iqvs^ 
de Syri^, Solyma. 13US, 140$^ de Hofei, & quercu, 
/fc; de juvcne quodam valde fenc. 15^, 16^, de 
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,£ma, & quomodo ^tna Pocockio fit valde fi- 
milis. I j^, 1 8"s, dc tuba, aftro, umbrf, flammis, 
rotis, Pocockio non ncgledlo. Caetcra dc Chrif- 
tanis, Ottomanisy Babyloniis, Arabibus, & 
graYiffimi agroram melancholia ; dc Csfare 
/kw*, Ncftorc, & miferando juvcnis cujuf- 
dam florentiffimi fato, anno xtatis fux cente- 
fimo praemature abrepto. Quae omnia cum ac- 
curate expenderis, necefle eft ut Oden banc 
fflcam admirandi plane varietati conftare fatea- 
ris. Subito ad Batavos proficifcor, lauro ab 
9lis donandus. Prius vero Pembrochienfes 
▼oco ad certamen Poeticum. Vale. 

IlluftrifHma tua deofculor crura. 

£• Smith. 

* Pro Flait$, animo pnlo attendoTBi fcripiifltai Hgnm, 
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OF Mr. RICHARD DUKE I can 
find few memorials. He was bred at 
Wellipinfter * and Cambridge * ; and Jacob re- 
lates, that he was fome time tutor to tlie duke of 
Richmond. 

He appears from his writings to have been 
not ill qualified for poetical compofitions ; and 
being confcious of his powers, when he left 
the univerfity he enJifted himfelf among the 
wits. He was the familiar friend of Otway; 
and was engaged, among other popular names, 
in the tranflations of Ovid and Juvenal. In 
his Re*UieWy though unfinilhed, are fome vigo- 
rous lines. His poems are not beJow medio- 

* He was admitted there in 1670; Was elefted to Trinity 
CpWegt, Cambridge, in 16755 ^d took his Matter's degree in 
2682 N. 
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crity; nor have I found much in them to be 
pnifed*. - 

With the Wit he feems to have {hared the 
diffolutenefs of the times: for fome of his 
compoiitions are fuch as he muft have reviewed 
with deteftation in his later days, when he pub- 
liflied thofe Sermons jnrbich Felton has com- 
mended. 

Perhaps, like fome other foolifli young men, 
he rather talked than lived vicioufly, in an age 
when he that would be thought a Wit was 
afraid to fay his prayers ; and whatever might 
have been bad in the firft part of his life, was 
furely condemned and reformed by his better 
judgment. 

In 1683, ^ci^g ^^^ mafter of arts, and fel- 
low of Trinity College in Cambridge, he wrote 
a poem on the marriage of the Lady Anne with 
George Prince of Denmark. 

He took orders ; and being made prebendary 
of Gloucefter, became a proftor in convocation 

• They make part of a volume puhlilhed by Tonfon in Svo, 
I7i7> containing the poems of the carl of Rofcommon, and the 
dnke of Buckingham's cflay on poetry, but were firft publilhed 
in Dryden*s mifcellany, as were inoft, if not all, of the poems 
iotl)atcoUeaioD. H. 



lot 



42 D U K E. 

for tliat church, and chaplain to Queen Anne. 
In 1 7 10, he was prcfented by the bilhop of 
Winchefter to the wealthy living of Witney in 
Oxfordlhire, which he enjoyed but a few 
months. On February lo, 1710-11, having 
returned from an entertainment, he was found 
dead the next morning. His death is men- 
tioned in Swift's Journal. 
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WILLIAM KING waj bom in 
London in 1663 ; the fon of Ezekiel 
King, a gentleman. He was allied to the fa- 
mily of Clarendon. 

From Weftminfter-fchool, where he was a 
fcholar on the foundation under the care of Dr. 
Bulby, he was at eighteen eleAed to Chrift- 
church, in 168 1 ; where he is faid to have pro- 
secuted his ftudics with fo much intenfeneft 
*ad aAivity, that before he was eight yeans 
landing, he had read over, and made remarks 
'Jpon, twenty-two thoufand odd hundred books 
«id manufcripts. The books wtre certainly 
ftot tery long, the manufcripts not very diffi- 
^It, nor the remarks very large ; foe the cal- 
«^tor will find timt he diipatched fcvtti z Ask«j^ 

fox 
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for every day of his eight years ; with a rem 
nant that more than fatisfies moft other ftudents 
He took his degree in the moft expeniive man 
ner» as a grand compounder-, whence it is in 
ferred that he inherited a confiderable fortune. 

In 1688, the fame year in which he wa 
made mafter of arts, he publiflied a confutatioi 
of Varilias's account of Wicliffe; ind, en 
gaging in the ftudy of the Civil Law, becam- 
do&or in 1692, and was admitted advocate a 
Doftors Commons. 

He had ahready made fome tranflations fron 
the French, and written fome humorous aii< 
fatirical pieces; when, in 1694, Molefwortl 
publiflied his Account of Denmark^ in which h( 
treats the Danes and their monarch with grea 
contempt ; and takes the opportunity of infi- 
nuating thofe wild principles, by which h( 
fuppofes liberty to be eftabliflied, and by whicl 
his adverfaries fufpeft that all fubordination aiK 
government is endangered. 

This book offended prince George ; and th 
Danifh minifter prefented a memorial againf 
it. The principles of its author did not pleaf 
Dr. King, and therefore he undertook to con- 
futc part, and laugh at tlic reft. The contrq^ 
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Yerfy is now forgotten ; and books of this kind 
fcldom live long, when intereft and refentinent 
have ceafed. 

In 1697 he mingled in the controverfy be- 
tween Boyle and Bentley ;■ arid was one of thofe 
who tried what Wit could perform in oppofi- 
tion to Learning, on a queftion which Learn- 
ing only could decide. 

In 1699 ^^^ publilhed by him A four my t§ 
bndofty after the method of Dt. Martin Lifter^ 
who had publifhed A Journey to Paris. And in 
1 JOG he fatirifed the Royal Society, at leaft Sir 
Hans Sloane their prefident, in two dialogues, 
intituled The TranfaSiioneer. 

Though he was a regular advocate in thir 
courts of civil and canon law, he did not love 
his profeffion, nor indeed any kind of bufinefs 
which interrupted his voluptuary dreams, or 
forced him to roufe from that indulgence in 
which only he could find delight. His reputa- 
tion as a civilian was yet maintained by his 
judgements in the courts of Delegates, and 
raifed very high by the addrefs and knowledge 
which he difcovered in 1700, when he defended 
the earl of Anglefea againjQ: his lady, after* 



46 KINO. 

wards dutcheft of Buckinghamfhire, trho foed 
for a divorce, and obtained it. 

The cxpencc of his pleafures, and neglefi of 
buiinefsy had now leflened his revenues ; and 
he was willing to accept of a fettlement in la* 
land, where, about 1 702, he was made ju^ 
of the admiralty, commiflioner of the prizeSi' 
keeper of the records in Birmingham's tower^ 
and vicar-general to Dr. Marlh the primate. 

But it is vain to put wealth within the readi 
of him who will not ftretch out his hand to 
take it. King foon found a friend, as idleaad 
thoughtlefs as himfelf, in Upton^ one of die 
judges, who had a pleafant houfe called Moun*- 
town, near Dublin, to which King frequently 
retired ; delighting to negleft his interefl, for- 
get his cares, and defert his duty. 

Here he wrote Mully of Mountown^ a poem; 
by which, though fanciful readers in the pride 
of fagacity have given it a political interpreta- 
tion, was meant originally no more than it ex-* 
J>rcfled, as it was dictated only by the author's 
delight in the quiet of Mounuwn. 
. In 1708, when lord Wharton was fent to 
govern Ireland, King returned to London, 
leith his poverty, his idlenefs> and his wit ; and 

pub- 
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fabli&ed f ome eflays calkd Ufrful Tratifa^ionu 

His Vvjoge U the Ifland of Cajanuu is particularly 

commended. He then wrote the Jrt of Lnn^ 

tfoem remarkablcy notwithfianding its title, 

forpuritjof fentiment; and in 1709 imitated 

Horace in an Art rf Cooktry^ Triiich he pnb- 

liftedy with ibme letters to Dr. LUler. 

In 1710, he appeared, as a lover of the 
Chxirch, on the £de of Sachererell; and wasr 
&ppofed to have concurred at leaft in the pn>- 
jedion of He Examimir. His eyes were oftn 
to all the operations of Whiggifm ; and he be- 
ftowed fome ftri&ures upon Dr. Kennet's adu- 
ktory fermon at the funeral of the duke of De- 
tonlhire. 

The Hijlory rfihe HeatUn Guds^ a book com- 
pofcd for fchools, was written by him in 1 7 1 1 • 
The work is ufbful ; but might have been pro- 
iiced without the powers of King. The fame 
year he publifhed Rvfinus^ an hiftorical eflay, 
and a poem, intended to difpofe the nation\to 
^kas he thought of the duke of Marlborough^ 
^ his adherents. 

In 1711, competence, if not plenty, was 
again put into his power. He was, without 
thctcoubleoflattendance^.ox the moiU&^^AJvotv 
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of a requeft, made gazetteer. Swift, Freiti 
Prior, and other tiien of the fame part 
brought him the key of the gazetteer's offic 
He was now again placed in a profitable er 
ployment, and again threw the benefit awa 
An Aft of Infolvency made his bufinefs at th 
time particularly troublefome; and he wou 
not wait till hurry fhould be at an end, but ir 
patiently refigned it, and returned to his wont 
indigence and amufements. 

One of his amufements at Lambeth, whe 
he refided^ ^as to mortify Dr. Tenifon, d 
archbifhop, by a publick feftivity, on the fu 
render of Dunkirk to Hill; an event wit 
which Tenifon's political bigotry did not fuff 
him to be delighted. King was refolved t 
counteraft his fuUennefs, and at the expenc 
of a few barrels of ale filled the neighbourhoc 
with honeft merriment. 

In the Autumn of 17 12 his health declined 
he grew weaker by degrees, and died on Chrifl 
mas-day. Though his life had not been witl 
out irregularity, his principles were pure an 
orthodox, and his death was pious. 

After this relation, it will be naturally fup 
pofcd that his poems were rather the amufc 
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ments of idlenefs than efforts of ftudy ; that he 
endeavoured rather to divert than aftonifh ; that 
his thought feldom afpired to fublimity; and 
that, if his verfe was eafy and his Images fami- 
liar, he attained what he defired. His purpofe 
is to be merry; but perhaps, to enjoy his 
mirth,, it may be fometimes neceflary to think 
well of his opinions. 
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npHOMAS SPRAT was bom in 1636, 
^ at Tallaton in Devonfliire, the fon of a 
clergyman ; and having been educated, as he 
tells of himfelf, not at Weftminfter or Eaton, 
but at a little fchool by the churchyard fide, 
became a commoner of Wadham College in 
Oxford in 1651 ; and, being chofen fcholar 
next year, proceeded through the ufual acade- 
mical courfe; and in 1657 became mailer of 
arts. He obtained a fellowfliip, and com- 
menced poet. 

In 1659, his poem on the death of Oliver 
was publifhed, with thofe of Dryden and 
Waller. In his dedication to Dr. Wilkins he 
appears a very willing and liberal encomiaft, 
hotli of the living and the dead. He implores 
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his patron^s cxcufe of his verfes, both as fall- 
ing " fo infinitely beloW the full and fublime 
" genius of that excelleilt poet who made this 
"way of writing free of our nation/* and 
being " fo little equal and proportioned to the 
** renown of a prince on whom they were 
" written ; fuch great aftions and lives deferv- 
" ing to be the fubjeft of the nobleft pens and 
" moft divine phanfies.'* He proceeds : ** Hav- 
" ing fo long experienced your care and indul- 
'^gence, and been formed^ as it were, by your 
" own hands, not to entitle you to any thing 
" which my meannefs produces, would be not 
"only injuftice, but facrilege." 

He publilhed the fame year a poem on the 
Plo^ue of Athens ; a fubjeft of which it is not 
cafy to fay what could recommend it. To 
thefe he added afterwards a poem on Mr, 
Cowley's death. 

After the Reftoration he took orders, and 
by Cowley's recommendation was made chap- 
kin to the Duke of Buckingham, whom 
be is faid to have helped in writing the Re^ 
hcarfal He was likewife chaplain to the king. 
As he was. the favourite of Wilkins, at whofe 
bottfe began thofe phiJofophical confereivee^ ^lW^l 
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enquiries, which in time produced the Royal 
Society, he was confequently engaged in the 
fame ftudies, and became one of the fellows ; 
and when, after their incorporation, fomething 
feemqd neceflary to reconcile the publick tc 
the new inftitution, he undertook to write its 
hiftory, which he publifhed in 1667. This is 
one of the few books which feleftion of fenti- 
ment and elegance of diftion have been able tc 
preferve, though written upon a fubjeft fluj 
and tranfitory. The Hiftory of the Royal So- 
ciety is now read, not with the wifh to knoT^ 
what they were then doing, but how tilth 
Tranfaftionsare exhibited by Sprat. 

In the next year he publiflied Obfervation. 
on Sorbiere*s Voyage into England^ in a Letter ti 
Mr. Wrtn. This is a work not ill performed 
but perhaps rewarded with at leaft its full pro- 
portion of praife. 

In 1668 he publifhed Cowley's Latin poems 
and prefixed in Latin the Life of the Author 
which he afterwards amplified, and placed be 
fore Cowley's Englifli works, which were bj 
will committed to his care. 

Ecclefiaftical benefices now fell faft upon him 
In i6b8 he became a prebendary of Weftixlin* 
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fler, and had afterwards the church of St Mar- 
garet, adjoining to the Abbey. He was in 
1680 made canon of Windfor, in 1683 ^^^^ 
of Weftminfter, and in 1684 bifhop of 'Ro- 
cheftcr. 

The Court having thus a claim to his dili- 
gence and gratitude, he was required to write 
theHiftory of the Ryehoufe Plot.; and in 1685 
publiflied ^ true Account and Declaration of the 
borrid Con/piracy againji the late King^ his prefent 
Majtfty^ and the prefent Government ; a perform- 
ance which he thought convenient, after the 
Revolution, to extenuate and excufe. 

The fame year, being clerk of the clofet to 
the king, he . was made dean of the chapel- 
royal ; and the year afterwards received the laft 
proof of his mailer's confidence, by being ap- 
pointed one of the commiffioners for ecclefiaf- 
tical affairs. On the critical day, when the 
Declaration diftinguifhed the true fons of the 
church of England, he flood neuter, and per- 
mitted it to be read at Weftminfter; but prefled 
none to violate his confcience ; and, when the 
bifliop of London was brought before them, 
gave his voice in his fiivour. 

E 3 'Wvw^ 
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Thus far he fuffered intereft or obedience t6 
carry him ; but further he refufed to go. 
When he found that the powers of the ecclc- 
fiaftlcal commiflion were to be cxd'cifed againft 
thofe who had refufed the Declaration, he 
wrote to the lords, and other commiffioners, 
a formal profeffion of his unwillingnefs to cX- 
ercife that authority any longer, and withdrew 
hirr^felf from them. After they had read hii 
letter, they adjourned for fix months, and 
fcarcely ever met afterwards. 

When king James was frighted away, and 
a new government was to be fertkd, Sprat was 
one of thofe who confidered, in a conference, 
the great queftion, whether the crown was va- 
cant ; and manfully fpoke in favour of his oli 
laafter. 

He complied, however, with the new ^ftab-f 
iittiment, and was left unmolefted: but in 169^ 
9 ftr^inge attack was made ppon him by one 
Robert Young and Stephen Blackhead^ both mei^ 
convifte^ of infamous crimes, apd both, when 
the fcheme was laid, prifoners in Newgate, 
Thef(5 men 4rew up an Aflbciation, in whkh 
they whofe names were fubfcribed declared 
f^elrrefplution tp reftofce \dus 3^vxit^\ \.Q^fc\x^ 
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the princcls of Orange, dead or alive , and to 
be ready with thirty thoufand men to meet 
king James when he fhouid land* To this 
they put the natnes of Sancroft, Sprat, Marl- 
borough, Salifbury, and others. The copy ot 
Dr. Sprat's name was obtained by a fiditious 
Tcqueft, to which an anfwer in his own hand 
was defired. His hand was copied fo well, 
that he confefled it might have deceived him- 
self, filackhcad, who had carried the letter^ 
being fent again with a plaufible meilage, was 
very curiqus to fee the houfe, and particularly 
importunate to be let into the ftudy ; where, 
M is fuppofed, he defigned to leave the Af- 
fociation. This however was denied him, 
and he dropt it in a flower-pot in tlie par- 
lour. 

Young now laid an information before the 
Priyy Council; and May 7, 1692, the bij[hop 
was arrefted, and kept at a meflenger's under a 
a ftrift guard eleven days. His houfe was 
fearched, and direftions were given that the 
flower-pots Ihould be infpefted. The meflen- 
gers however milled the room in which the pa- 
per was left. Blackhead went therefore a third 
£ 4 Utafc^ 



56 SPRAT. 

time ; and finding his paper where he had kft 
it, brought it away. 

The bifhop, having been enlarged, was, on 
June the loth and 13th, examined again be- 
fore the Privy Council, and confronted with 
his accufers. Young perfifted, with the moft 
obdurate impudence, againft the ftrongeft evir 
dence ; but the refolution of Blackheiid by de- 
grees gave way. There remained at laft no 
doubt of the bifliop's innocence, who, with 
great prudence and diligence, traced the progrefs, 
and detefted the cbarafters of the two infor- 
mers, ^nd publiftied an account of his own 
examination, and deliverance ; which mad^ 
fuch an impreffion upon him, that he comme- 
morated it through life by an yearly day of 
thankfgiving. 

With what hope, or what intereft, the vil- 
lains had contrived an accufation which they 
muft know themfelves utterly unable to provci 
was never difcovered. 

After this, he pafied his days in the quiet 
cxcrcife of his funftion. When the caufe of 
Sacheverell put the publick in commotion, he 
boneftly appeared among the friends of the 

church. 
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church. He lived to his fevcnty-ninth year, 
and died May 20, 1 7 1 3. 

Bumet is not very favourable to his me- 
mory; but he and Bumet were old rivals ^ 
On fome publick occafion they both preached 
before the houfe of commons. There pre- 
Tailed in thofe days an indecent cuftom ; when 
the preacher touched any favourite topick in a 
manner that delighted his audience, their ap- 
probation was exprefled by a loud huniy con- 
tinued in proportion to tlieir zeal or pleafure. 
When Burnet preached, part of his congrega- 
tioi^ hummed fo loudly and fo long, that he fat 
down to enjoy it, and rubbed his face with his 
handkerchief. When Sprat preached, he like- 
wife was honoured with the like animating 
iaw; but he ftretched out his hand to the con- 
gregation, and cried, ** Peace, peace, I pray 
you, pe^ce." 

This I was told in my youth by iny father, 
w old man, who had been no carelefs obferver 
of the paflages of thofe times. 

Burnet's fermon, fays Salmon, was remark- 
able for fedition, and Sprat's for loyalty. Bur- 
net had the thanks of the houfe ; Sprat had no 
tiiankj; bm a good living from the VAti^\ 
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which, he faid, was of as much value as the 
thanks of the Commons. 

The works of Sprat, befides his few poems, 
arc, TheHiftory of the Royal Society, The Life 
of Cowley, The Anfwer to Sorbiere, The Hif- 
tory of the Rye-houfe Plot, The Relation of 
his own Examination, and a volume of Ser- 
mons. I have heard it obferved, with great 
juftnefs, that every book is of a different kind, 
^nd that each has its diftinft and charafterifti- 
cal excellence. 

My bufinefs is only with his poems. He 
confidered Cowley as a model ; and fuppofed 
that as he was imitated, perfeftion was ap- 
proached. Nothing therefore but Pindarick 
liberty was to be expeded. There is in hi* 
few produftions no want of fuch conceits as he 
tiiought excellent ; and of thofe our judgement 
may be fettled by the firft that appears in his 
praife of Cromwell, where he fays that Crom- 
well's " fame, like man, will grow white as it 
^* grows old." 



^k\.\^ K^- 
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T^HE life of the Earl of Halifax was pro^ 
perly that of an artful and aftivc ftatefr 
man, employed in balancing parties, contriv- 
ing expedients, and combating oppofition, and 
expofed to the viciflitudes of advancement and 
degradation ; but in this coUeftion, poetical 
flierit is the claim to attention ; and the ac- 
count which is here to be expeSed may pro- 
P«"ly be proportioned not to his influence ia 
the ftatc; but to his rank among the writers of 
rcrfe. 

Charles Montague was born April i6, 1661, 
St Horton in Northamptonfliire, the fon of 
Mr. George Montague, a ^unger fon of the 
^1 of Manchcften He was educated firft in 
the country, md then removed tq WtftwAti- 
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fter; where in 1677 he was chofen a king's 
fcholar, and recommended himfelf to Bufby 
by his felicity in extemporary epigrams. He 
contrafted a very intimate friendfhip with Mn 
Stepney ; and in 1682, when Stepney was 
clefted at Cambridge, the eleftion of Monta- 
gue being not to proceed till the y^ar follow- 
ing, he was afraid left by being placed at Ox- 
ford he might be feparated from his companion, 
and therefore folicited to be removed to Cam- 
bridge, without waiting for the advantages of 
another year. 

It feeras indeed time to wilh for a removal ; 
for he was already a fchool-boy of one ^id 
twenty. 

His relation Dr. Montague was then mafter 
of the college in which he was placed a fellow- 
commoner, and took him under his particular 
care. Here he commenced an acquaintance 
with the great Newton, which continued 
through his life, and was at laft attefted by a 
legacy. 

In 1685, ^^^ verfes on the death of king 
Charles made fuclj^ impreflion on the earl of 
Dorfet, that he was invited to town, and in^ 
trodaced by that umveifal ip?LXioii\o liie othef 
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wits. In 1687, he joined with Prior in the 
Citf Moufe and Country Moufe^ z, burlefque of 
Dryden's Hind and Panther, He figned the 
invitation to the Prince of Orange, and fat in 
the convention. He about the fame time mar- 
ried the countefs dowager of Manchefter, and 
intended to have taken orders ; but after- 
wards altering his purpofe, he purchafed for 
1500I. the place of one of the clerks of the 
council. 

After he had written his epiftle on the vic- 
tory of the Boyne^ his patron Dorfet introduced 
him to king William with this expreffion : 
" Sir, I have brought a Moufe to wait on your 
"Majefty," To which the king is faid to 
have replied, ** You do well to put me in the 
** way of making a Man of him ;" and ordered 
him a penfion of five hundred pounds.- This 
ftory, however current, feems to have been 
made after the event. The king's anfwer im- 
plies a greater acquaintance with our proverbial 
^d familiar diftion than king William could 
poffibly have attained. 

In 169 1, being member in the houfe of 
commons, he argued warmly in favour of a 
|aw to grant the alBfiancc of counfd m tm\i 
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for high trcafon, and in the midft of 
Ipeech, falling into fome confufion, was 
while filent; but, recovering himfelf, obfei 
** how reafonable it was to allow counf< 
** men called as criminals before a cour 
** jullicc. when it appeared how much the 
" fence of that affembly could difconcert 
** of thdr own body*." 

After thi« he rofe faft into honours and 
ployments, being made one of the commi 
ners of the treafury and called to the p 
council. In 1694, he became chancello 
the Exchequer ; and the next year engagc( 
the great attempt of tlie re-coinage, which 
in two years happily completed. In 1696 
projefted the gemral fund^ and raifed the c: 
of the Exchequer ; and, after enquiry cone 
ing a grant of Irifh crown-lands, it was 
termincd by- a vote of the commons, 
Charles Montague, cfquire, had deferved 
Majejlyi favour. In 1 698, being advance 
the firft commiffion of the treafury, he was 

* This anecdote is related by Mr. Walpole, in his Cata 
of Royal and Noble Authors, of the Earl of Shaftelbury, a 
of tlie Charadlerifticks. E. 

^oi 
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)iomted one of the regency in the king*s ab- 
fcnce: the next year he was made auditor of 
the Exchequef, and the year after created 
ytn Halifax, He was however impeached by 
the commons ; but the articles were difmified 
by the lords. 

At the acceffion of queen Anne he was dif- 
mifled from the council ; and in the firft parlia- 
ment of her reign was again attacked by the 
commons, and again cfcaped by the proteftion 
of the lords. In 1704, he wrote an anfwcr to 
Bromley's fpeech againft occafional conformity. 
He headed the Enquiry into the danger of the 
Church. In 1706, he propofed and nego- 
tiated the Union witli Scotland ; and when the 
deftor of Hanover received the garter, after the 
afthadpafled for fecuring the Proteftant Suc- 
ceffion, he was appointed to carry the enfigns 
of the order to the elc£!ofal couit. He fatf as 
one of the judges of Sacheverell ; but voted fot 
a mild fentence. Being now no longer in fa- 
vour, he contrived to obtain a writ for fum- 
moaing the eleftoral prince to parliament as 
duke of Cambridge. 

At the queen's death he was appointed one 
of the regents; and at the acceffion of Gtoi^^ 
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the Firft was made earl of Halifax, knight ol 
the garter, and firft commiffioner of the trea- 
fury^ with a grant to his nephew of the re- 
verfion of the auditorfhip of the Exchequer. 
More was not to be had, and this he kept 
but a little while; for on the 19th of May, 
1 7 15, he died of an inflammation of his 
lungs. 

Of him, who from a poet became a patron 
of poets, it will be readily believed that th< 
works would not mifs of celebration. Addi- 
fon began to praife him early, and was fol- 
lowed or accompanied by other poets ; perhaps 
by almoft all, except Swift and Pope; whc 
forbore to flatter him in his life, and after hij 
death fpoke of him, Swift with flight cenftire 
and Pope in the charafter Bufo with acrimoni- 
ous contempt. 

He was, as Pope fays, " fed with dedica 
** tions ;" for Tickell aflSrms that no dedica- 
tor was unrewarded. To charge all unmeritec 
praife with the guilt of flattery, and to fuppoC 
that the encomiaft always knows and feels th( 
falfehoods of his aflertions, is furely to difcove 
great ignorance of human nature and humar 
life. In determinations depending not or 
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nilcs, but on experience and comparifon, judge- 
ment is always in fome degree fubjeft to affec- 
tion. Very near to admiration is the wifti to 
admire. 

Every man willingly gives value to the praife 
which he receives, and confiders the fentence 
paflcd in his fevour as the fentence of difccm- 
ment. We admire in a friend that underftand- 
ing that felefted us for confidence ; we admire 
more, in a patron, that judgement which, in- 
ftead of fcattering bounty indifcriminately, 
dircftcd it to us ; and, if the patron be an 
author, thofe performances which gratitude 
forbids us to blame, affeftation will eafiiy dif- 
pofe us to exalt. 

To thefc prejudices, hardly culpable, intereft 
adds a power always operating, though not 
always, becaufe not willingly, perceived. The 
modefty of praife wears gradually away ; and 
perhaps the pride of patronage may be in time 
fo increafed, that modeft praife will no longer 
pleafe. 

Many a blandifhment was pra£tifed upon 
Halifex, which he would never have known, 
had he had no other attractions than thofe 
Vol. JJJ. F oi 
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of his poetry, of which a fhort time has witl 
the beauties t It would now be efteeme 
Jionour, by a contributor to the mo: 
bundles of verfes, to be told, that, in fl 
either famili^^r gr foiemn, h^ fings like I 
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npHE Life of Dr. PARNELL is a tafk 
* which 1 Ihoiild very willingly decline, 
fincc it has been lately written by Goldfmith, 
a inan of fuch variety of powers, and fuch feli- 
city of performance, that he always feemed to 
do beft tliat which he was doing ; a man who 
had the art of being minute without tediouf- 
nefs, and general without confufion ; whofe 
language was copious without exuberance, exa£l 
without conftraint, and eafy without weaknefs. 
What fuch an author has told, who would 
tell again ? I have made an abftraft from his 
larger narrative : and have this gratification 
from my attempt, that it gives mc an oppor- 
tunity of paying due tribute to the memory of 
Goldfmith. 

To yccp y specs sgi 5w6vjwv* 

F z TWO- 
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THOMAS PARNELL was the Ion i 
a commonwealthfman of the fame name, wl 
at the Reftoration left Congleton in Chefhii 
where the family had been eftablifhed for fev 
ral centuries, and, fettling in Ireland, pu 
chafed an eftate, which, with his lands 
Chefliire, defcended to the poet, who was bo 
at Dublin in 1679; and, after the ufual ed 
cation at a grammar fchool, was at the age 
thirteen admitted into the College, where, 
1700, he became mailer of arts; and wast 
fame year ordained a deacon, though unc 
the canonical age, by a difpenfation from t 
bifhop of Derry. 

About three years afterwards he was made 
prieft ; and in 1 705 Dr. Alhe, the bifhop 
Clogher, conferred upon him the archdeacon 
of Clogher. About the fame time hq marri 
Mrs. Anne Minchin, an amiable lady, 
whom he had two fons who died young, anc 
daughter who long furvived him. 

At the ejeftion of the Whigs, in the end 
qiieen Anne's reign, Parnell was perfuaded 
change his party, not without much ccnfi 
from thofe whom he forfook, and was receiv 
Jb/ th^ new miniftry as a valuable reinforc 
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ment. When the earl of Oxford was told that 
Dr.Parnell waited among the crowd in the 
outer room, he went by the perfuaiion of 
Swift,, with his treafurer's ftaff in his hand, to 
enquire for him, and to bid him welcome ; 
and, as may be inferred from Pope's dedi- 
cation, admitted him as a favourite companion 
to his convivial hours, but, as it feems often 
to have happened in thofe times to the favour - 
ites of the great, without attention to his for- 
tune, which, however, was in no great need of 
improvement. 

Pamell, who did not want ambition or 
vanity, was defirous to make himfelf confpi- 
cuous, and to Ihew how wortliy he was of 
high preferment. As he thought himfelf qua- 
lified to become a popular preacher, he dif- 
played his elocution with great fuccefs in the 
pulpits of London ; but the queen's death put- 
ting an end to his expeftations, abated his di- 
ligence: and Pope reprefents him as falling 
from that time into intemperance of wine. 
That in his latter life he was too much a lover 
of the bottle, is not denied ; but I have heard 
it imputed to a caufe more likely to obtain for- 
givenefs from mankind, the untimely de^iVYv ol 
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a darling fon ; or, as others tell, the lofs of his 
wife, who died (1712) in the midft of his ex- 
pe£tations. 

He was now to derive every future addition 
to his preferments from his perfonal intereft 
with his private friends, and he was not long 
unregarded. He was warmly recommended 
by Swift to archbifhop King, who gave him a 
prebend in 1713; and in May 17 16 prefented 
him to the vicar^e of Finglas in the dioccfe of 
Dublin, worth four hundred pounds a year. 
Such notice from fuch a man inclines me to 
believe that the vice of which he has been ac- 
cufed was not grofs, or not notorious. 

But his profperity did not laft long. His 
end, whatever was its caufe, was now approach- 
ing. He enjoyed his preferment little more 
than a year; for in July 17 17, in his thirty- 
eighth year, he died at Chefter on his way to 
Ireland. 

He feems to have been one of thofe poets 
who take delight in virriting. He contributed 
to the papers of that time, and probably pub- 
liflied more than he owned. He left many 
compolitions behind him, of which Pope fe- 
leSted thofc which he thought beft, and de- 
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dialed them to the carl of Oxford. Of thcfe 
Goldfmith has given an opinion, and his cri^ 
ticifm it is feldom fafe to contradift. He 
bcftows juft praife upon the Rife of IVoman^ 
the faifj Taky and the Pervigilium Veneris \ but 
has very properly remarked, that in the Battle 
tjMitt mi Frogs the Greek names have not in 
Englifli their original efFed. 

He tells us, that the Bookworm is borrowed 
from ht%a\ but he Ihould have added, with 
modem applications : and when he difcovers 
that Gay Bacchus is tranflated from Augur ellus^ 
he ought to have remarked that the latter part 
is purely Parnell's. Another poem, ^hen Spring 
comes on, is, he fays, taken from the French. I 
would add, that the defcription of Barrennefs, 
in his verfes to Pope, was borrowed from 5^^- 
cundus ; but lately fcarching for the paflage 
which 1 had formerly read, 1 cJRd not find it. 
The Night-piece on Death is indireftly preferred 
by Goldfmith to Gray*s Church^yard -, but, in 
my opinion, Gray has the advantage in digni- 
ty, variety, and originality of fentiment. He 
<)bferves, that the ftory of the Hermit is in 
M9re\ Dialogues and HoweH's Liitters, and fup- 
pofes it to have been originally Arabian. 

F 4 * GoUttcC^tVv 
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Goldfmith has not taken any notice of the 
Elegy to the old Beauty, which is perhaps the 
meaneft ; nor of the Allegory on Man^ the hap- 
pieft of Pamell's performances. The hint of 
the Hymn to Contentment I fufpeft to have been 
borrowed from Cleiveland. 

The general charafter of Parnell is not great 
extent of comprehenfion, or fertility of mind. 
Of the little that appears Hill lefs is his own. 
His praife rauft be derived from the eafy fweet- 
nefs of his diftion : in his verfes there is more 
happinefs than pains; he is fpritely without 
effort, and always delights, though he never 
raviflies ; every thing is proper, yet every thing 
feems cafual. If there is fome appearance of 
elaboration in the Hermit^ the narrative, as it 
is lefs airy, is lefs pleafing. Of his other com- 
pofitioiis it is impoffible to fay whether they 
are the produ6Bbns of Nature, fo excellent as 
not to want the help of Art, or of Art fo re- 
fined as to refemble Nature. 

This criticifm relates only to tlie pieces 
publifhed by Pope. Of the large appendages 
which I find in the laft edition, 1 can only 
fay that I know not whence they came, nor 
have ever enquired whitlier they are going. 
7'hey (land upon the fakli ot vYit comYv\t\^. 
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SAMUEL GARTH was of a good fa- 
mily in Yorklhire, and from fome fchool 
in his own country became a ftudent at Peter- 
houfc in Cambridge, where he refided till he 
commenced doftor of phyfick on July the 7th, 
1691. He was examined before the College at 
London on March the 12th, 1691-29 and ad- 
mitted fellow June 26th, 1693. ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
fo much diftinguifhcd by his converfation and 
^omplilhments, as to obtain very extenfive 
praftice ; and, if a pamphlet of thofe times 
roay be credited, had the favour and confidence 
of one party, as RadclifFe had of the other. 
He is always mentioned as a man of bene- 
volence ; and it is juft to fuppofc that his defire 
of helping the helplefs difpofed him to fo 

TCLNxOa 
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much zeal for the Dijpenfary\ an undertaking 
of which fome account, however fhort, is pro- 
per to be given. 

Whether what Temple fays be true, that 
phyficians have had more learning than the 
other faculties, I will not ftay to enquire ; but, 
I believe, every man has found in phyficians 
great liberality, and dignity of fentiment, very 
prompt efFufion of beneficence, and wiUingnefs 
to exert a lucrative art, where there is no hope 
of lucre. Agreeably to this charafter, the Col- 
lege of Phyficians, in July 1687, publifhed an 
edift, requiring all the fellows, candidates, and 
licentiates, to give gratuitous advice to the 
neighbouring poor. 

This edift was fent to the Court of Alder- 
men ; and a queftion being made to whom the 
appellation of the poor fhould be extended, the 
College anfwered, that it fhould be fufficient to 
bring a teftimonial from a clergyman officiating 
in the parifh where the patient refided. 

After a year's experience, the phyficians found 
their; charity fruftrated by fome malignant op- 
polition, and made to a great degree vain by 
the high price of phyfick ; they therefore voted, 
Jh Au^^ull 1688, that the laboratory of the Col- 
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lege ihould be accommodated to the preparation 
of medicines, and another room prepared for 
their reception ; and that the contributors to 
the cipcnce Ihould manage the charity. 

It was now expcSed that the Apothecaries 
would have undertaken the care of providing 
medicines ; but they took another courfe. 
Thinking the whole defign pernicious to their 
intereft, they endeavoured to raife a fadtion 
J^nft it in the College, and found fome- phy- 
ficians mean enough to folicit their patronage, 
by betraying to them the counfels of the Col- 
lege. The greater part, however, enforced by 
a new edift, in 1694, the former order of 1687, 
and fent it to the mayor and aldermen, who 
appointed a committee to treat with tlie Col- 
lege, and fettle the mode of adminiftering ther 
charity. 

It was defired by the aldermen, that the 
teftimonials of churchwardens and overfeers 
fliould be admitted ; and that all hired fer- 
vants, and all aoprentics to handicraftfraen, 
ftould be confidered as poor. This likewife 
was granted by the College. 
It was then confidered who fliould diftributc 

tile medicinev a/id who fliould fcxxk tVvavc 
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prices. The Phyficians procured fome apothe- 
caries to undertake the difpenfation, and offered 
that the Warden and Company of the apothe- 
caries fliould adjuft the price. This offer was 
rejefted ; and the apothecaries who had en- 
gaged to afEft the charity were confidered as 
traytors to the company, threatened with the 
impofition of troublefome offices, and deterred 
from the performance of their engagements. 
The apothecaries ventured upon public oppofi- 
tion, and prefented a kind of remonflrance 
againft the dcfign to the committee of the city, 
which the phyficians condefcended to confute : 
and at leafl: the traders feem to have prevailed 
among the fons of trade ; for the propofal of 
the college having been confidered, a paper of 
approbation was drawn up, but poflponed and 
forgotten. 

The phyficians fWl perfifled; and in 1696 a 
fubfcription was raifed by themfelves, accord- 
ing to an agreement prefixed to the Difpen- 
fary. The poor were for a time fupplied with 
medicines ; for how long a time, I know not. 
The medicinal charity, like others, began with 
ardour, but foon remitted, and at lafl died gra- 
clunUy away. 
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About the time of the fubfcription begins 
the aftion of the Difpenfary. The Poem, as 
itsfubjeft was prefent and popular, co-operated 
with paffions and prejudices then prevalent, 
and, with fuch auxiliaries to its intrinfick 
merit, was univerfally and liberally applauded. 
It was on the fide of charity againft the intrigues 
of intereft, and of regular learning againft 
licentious ufurpation of medical authority, and 
was therefore naturally favoured by thofe who 
read and can judge of poetry. 

In 1697, Garth fpoke that which is now 
caHcd the Harveian Oration ; which the authors 
of the Biographia mention with more praife 
than the paJflTage quoted in their notes will fully 
juftify. Garth, fpeaking of the mifchiefs done 
ty quacks, has thefe expreffions: *' Non tamen 
"telis vulnerat ifta agyrtarum coluvies, fed 
** theriaca quadam magis perniciofa, non pyrio, 
" fed pulvere nefcio quo exotico certat, non 
'* globulis plumbeis, fed pilulis aeque lethalibus 
** interficit." This was certainly thought fine 
by the author, and is ftill admired by his bio- 
grapher. In Oftober 1702 he became one 01 
the cenfors of the College. 
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Garth, being an aftive and zealous Whig, 
was a member of the Kit-cat club, and by 
confequence familiarly known to all the great 
men of that denomination. In 1710, when 
the government fell into other hands, he writ 
to lord Godolphin, on his difmiffion, a Ihort 
poem, which was criticifed in the ExamintTt 
and fo fuccefs fully cither defended or cxcufed 
by Mr. Addifon, that, for the fake of the vin- 
dication, it ought to be preferved. 

At the accefTion of the prefent Family hi* 
merits were acknowledged and rewarded. He 
was knighted with the fword of his hero, Mal- 
borough ; and was made phyfician in ordinary 
to the^king, and phyfician-general to the army- 
He then undertook an edition of Ovid'5 
Metamorphofes, tranflated by feveral hands 5 
which he recommended by a Preface, writteti 
with more oftentation than ability : his notion^ 
^re half-formed, and his materials immethodi^ 
xally confnfed. This was his laft work. He 
jdied Jan. 18, 17 17-18, and was buried at Har- 
row-on-the-Hill. 

His perfonal charafter feems to have been 
focial and liberal. He communicated himfelf 
through a very wide extent of accjugintancc ; 
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md though firm in a party, at a time when 
firmncfs included virulence, yet he imparted 
his kindnefs to thofe who were not fuppofed 
to favour his principles. He was an early 
cncourager of Pope, and was at once the 
friend of Addifon and of Granville. He is 
accufed of voluptuoufnefs and irreligion ; and 
Pope, who fays that ** if ever there was a good 
*' Chriftian, without knowing himfelf to be fo, 
** It was Dr. Garth," feems not able to deny 
what he is angry to hear and loth to confefs. 

Pope afterwards declared himfelf convinced 
that Garth died in tlie communion of the 
Church of Rome, having been privately re- 
conciled. It is obferved by Lowth, that there 
is Icfs diftance than is thought between fcepti- 
cifm and popery, and that a mind, wearied with 
perpetual doubt, willingly fecks repofe in the 
l>ofom of an infallible church. 

His poetry has been praifed at leaft equally 
to its merit. In the Difpenfary there is a ftrain 
of fmooth and free verfification ; but few lines 
are eminently elegant. No paflages fall below 
mediocrity, and few rife much above it. The 
plan feems formed without juft proportion to 
the fubjefl-; the means and end ha\e ivo tvt- 
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cefl&ry connexion. Refnel^ in his Pretace t:o 
Popis Eflay, remarks, that Garth exhibits ra<3 
difcrimination of charaSers ; and tliat wh.^^^ 
any one fays might with equal propriety ha^v^ 
been faid by another. The general defign i* 
perhaps open to criticifm; but the compofitio^ 
can feldom be charged with inaccuracy or neg- 
ligence. The author never flumbers in fel^-- 
indulgence ; his full vigour is always exerted ^ 
fcarce a line is left unfinifhcd, nor is it eafy XK^ 
find an expreffion ufed by conftraint, or ^^ 
thought imperfeftly exprcflcd. It was re-^ 
marked by Pope, that the Dtfpenfary had beei^- 
correfted in every edition, and that every 
change was an improvement. It appears, how- 
ever, to want fomething of poetical ardour, 
and fomething of general deleftation ; and 
therefore, fince it has been no longer fupported 
by accidental and extrinfick popularity, it has 
been fcarcely able to fupport itfelf. 



^Ci^P^Y. 



[ 8i ] 



W E. 



NICHOLAS ROWE was born at 
Little Beckford in Bedfordfliire, in 1673, 
His &mily had long pofleflcd a confidcrable 
dbte, with a good hbufe, at Lambertoun * in 
Dcvonlhire. The anceftor from whom he 
defcended in a direft line received the arms 
borne by his dependents for his bravery in the 
Holy War. His father, John Rowc, who 
was the firft that quitted his paternal acres to 
ptaftife any art of profit, profeflcd the law, and 
publiftied Benlow's and Dallifon's Reports in 
the Reign of James the Second, when, in op- 
pofition to the notions then diligently propa- 
gated, of difpenfing power, he ventured to re- 
mark how low his authors rated the prcroga- 

♦ In th« Villare^ lamertoa. Orig* EdlU 

Vol. IIL G i\\c^ 
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tive. He was made a fcrjeant, and died April 
30, 1692. He was buried in the Temple 
Church, 

Nicholas was firft fent to a private fchool al 
Highgate ; and being afterward removed tc 
Weftminfter, was at twelve years * chofen one 
of the King's fcholars. His mafter was Bufby 
who fufFered none of his fcholars to let thei; 
powers lie ufelefs ; and his exercifes in fevera 
languages are faid to have been written witl 
uncommon degrees of excellence, and yet t< 
have coft him very little labour. 

At fixteen he had, in his father's opinion 
made advances in learning fufEcicnt to qualif 
him for the fludy of law, and was entered ; 
ftudent of the Middle Temple, where fo 
fome time he read ftatutes and reports witl 
proficiency proportionate to the force of hi 
mind, which was already fuch that he endea 
voured to comprehend law, not as a feries o 
precedents, or colleftion of pofitive precepts 
but as a fyftem of rational government, an< 
impartial juftice. 

When he was nineteen, he was by th 
death of his father left more to his own direc 

♦ He w.is not eleacdiill 168?. N. 
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lion, ind probably from that time fuSkred llw 
padtidly to give way to poetry. At twenty- 
five he produced 77fe Jtmbitious Stfpmoiher^ which 
was received with fo much fevour, that he de- 
voted himfelf from that time wholly to elegant 
litenture. 

Hig next tragedy {1702) was TanurUnt^ in 
which, under the name of Tamerlane, he in- 
tended to charaAerize king William, and Lewis 
tie Fourteenth under Bajazet. The virtues of 
Tamerlane feem to have been arbitrarily affigned 
bim by his poet, for I know not that hiilory 
gives any other qualities than thofc which 
make a conqueror. The falhion, however, of 
the time, was, to accumulate upon Lewis all 
that can raife horror and deteftation ; and 
whatever good was with-held from him, that it 
might not be thrown away, was bellowed upon 
ting William. 

This was the tragedy which Rowe valued 
moft, and that which probably, by the help 
of political auxiliaries, excited moft applaufe ; 
but occafional poetry muft often content itfelf 
^ith occafional praife. Tamerlane has for a 
'oiig time been afted only once a year, on the 
^ght when king William landed. Our c^aBLtvel 
G 2 nnvCcv 
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With Lewis has been long over, ar 
gratifies neither zeal nor malice tc 
painted with aggravated features, like 
upoii a fign. 

The Fair Penitent^ his next p 
(1703), is one of the moft pleafin^ 
on the ftage, where it ftill keeps it 
appearing, and probably will long k 
for there is fcarcely any work of ar 
once fo interefting by the fable, and i 
ful by the language. The ftory is c 
and therefore eafily received by the im: 
and affimilated to common life ; the ( 
exquifitely harmonious, and foft or : 
occaiion requires. 

The charafter of Lothario feems to I 
expanded by Richardfon into Lovelaci 
has excelled his original in the moral 
the fiftion. Lothario^ with gaiety w! 
not bie hated, and bravery which c 
defpifed, retains too much of the f] 
kindnefs. It was in the power of Ri 
alone to teach us at once efteem and de 
to make virtuous refentment overpow 
benevolence which wit, elegance, and 
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naturally excite ; and to lofe at laft the hero in 
the villain. 

The fifth. a£l is not equal to the former ; the 
events of the drama are exhaulted, and little 
remains but to talk of what is paft. It has 
been obferved, that the title of the play does 
not fufficiently correfpond with the behaviour 
of Califta, who at laft Ihews no evident ligns 
of repentaace, but may be reafonably fufpefted 
of feeling pain from deteftion rather than from 
guilt, and exprefles more (hame than forrow, 
and more rage than Ihame, 

His next (1706) was Vlyjfes', which, with 
the common fate of mythological ftories, is 
now generally neglefted. We have been too 
early acquainted with the poetical heroes, to 
cxpeft any pleafure from their revival ; to Ihew 
them as they have already been fhewn, is to 
difguft by repetition ; to give them new quali- 
ties, or new adventures, is to offend by violat- 
ing received notions. 

, The Royal Convert (I'joS) feems to have a 
tetter claim to longevity* The fable is drawn 
from an obfcure and barbai^ous age, to which 
fiftions are more eafily and properly adapted ; 
Joi whei2 objeits are imperfe&ly fettv^ xJsxe^ 
G 3 ^^^i 
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eafily take forms from imagination. The fcen 
lies among our anceftors in our own co^ntry^ 
and therefore very eafily catches attention. iJ^- 
^•gune is a perfonage truly tragical, of high 
fpirit, and violent paffions, great with tempef- 
tuous dignity, and wicked with a foul that 
would have been heroic if it had been virtuou?t 
The motto feems to tell that this play was not 
fuccefsful. 

Rowe does not always remember what his 
charafters require. In Tamerlane there is fome 
ridiculous mention of the God of Love ; and 
Rodogunc, a favage Saxon, talks of Venus, 
and the eagle that bears the thunder of Ju- 
piter. 

This play difcovers Its own date, by a pre-r 
didion of the Union^ in imitation of Cranmer's 
prophetick promifes to Hinry the Eighth. The 
anticipated bleffings of union arc not very 
naturally introduced, nor very happily ex- 
prefled. 

He once (1706) tried to change his hand« 

He ventured on a comedy, and produced the 

Biter; with which, though it was unfavourably 

treated by the audience, he was himfelf de- 

lighted; for he is faid to baxt fc^x. uv ^e houfe. 
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hu^ng with great vehemence, whenever he 
had in his own opinion produced a jeft. But 
fining that he and the publick had no fym- 
^thy of mirthy he tried at lighter fcenes no 
inorc 

After the Royal Convert (17 14) appeared 
Jm Sbtre^ written, as its author profefles, in 
iwkation §f Sbakfpearisjijle. In what he thought 
himfelf an imitator of Shakfpeare, it is not 
eafy to conceive. The numbers^ the diftion, 
the fentimentSy and the conduft, every thing 
in which imitation can coniift, are remote in 
the ntmoft degree from the manner of Shak- 
fpcare; whofe dramas it refembles only as it is 
an Englifh ftory, and as fome of the perfons 
have their names in hiftory. This play, con- 
fifting chiefly of domeflic fcenes and private 
diftrcfs, lays hold upon the heart. The wife 
is forgiven becaufe Ihe repents, and the hufband 
is honoured becaufe he forgives. This, there- 
fore, is one of thofe pieces which we ftill wel- 
come on the fta^. 

His laft tragedy (17 15) was Lady Jane Grey. 

This fubjeft had been chofen by Mr. Smith, 

whofe papers were put into Rowe's hands 

fuch as he defcribes them in his preface. 

G 4 1\iv% 
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This play has likcwife funk into oblivion 
From this time he g^ve nothing more to the 
ftage. 

Being by a competent fortune exempted 
from any neceflity of combating his inclination, 
he never wrote in diftrefs, and therefore does 
riot appear to have ever written in hafte. His 
works were finifhed to his own approbation, 
and bear few marks of negligence or hurry. 
It is remarkable, that his prologues and cpi- 
Jogues are all his own, though he fometimes 
fupplied others j he afforded help, but did not 
iblicit itf 

As his ftudies neceffarily made him ac* 
quaintcd with Shakfpeare, and acquaintance 
produced veneration, he undertook (1709) an 
edition of his works, from which he neither 
received much praife, nor feems to have ex-, 
pefted it ; yet, I believe, thofe who compare 
it with former copies will find that he has done 
more than he promife4; and that, withoui 
the pomp of notes or boafts of criticifm, 
many paflages are happily reftored. He pre- 
^jced a life of the author, fuch as traditior 
tJipn almoft expiring could fupply ; and a prci 

face 
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6cc * ; which cannot be faid to difcover 
much profundity or penetration. He at lead 
contributed to the popularity of his author. 

He was willing enough to improve his for- 
tune by other arts than poetry. He was un- 
der fecretary for three years when the duke 
of Queenlberry was fecretary of ftate, arid 
afterwards applied to the earl of Oxford 
for feme publick employment t- Oxford en* 
joined him to ftudy Spanifli ; and when, fome 
time afterwards, he came again, and faid that 
he had mattered it, difmiffed him with this 
congratulation, " Then, Sir, 1 envy you 
" the pleafure of reading Don Quixot in the 
Original." 

This ftory is fufEciently attefted ; but why 
Oxford, who defired to be thought a favourer 
of hterature, fhould thus infult a man of ac- 
knowledged merit ; or how Rowe, who was fo 
keen a Whig J that he did not willingly con- 
verfe with men of the oppofite party, could 
aft preferment from Oxford; it is not now 

* Mr. Rowc's Preface, however, is not diftinft, as it might 
*« foppofed from this paffage from the Life. E. 
t Spence. 
t Spenctj, 
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poffiblc to difcover. Pope, who told the ftorjr, 
did not fay on what occaiion the advice was 
given ; and, though he^ owned Rowe's difap- 
pointment, doubted whether any injury was 
intended him, but thought it rather Lord Ox- 
ford's 9dd way. 

It is likely that he lived on difcontcntcd 
through the reft of queen Anne's reign ; but 
the time came at laft when he found kinder 
friends. At the acceffion of king George he 
was made poet laureat ; I am afraid by the 
ejeftion of poor Nahum Tate, who (1716J 
died in the Mint, where he was forced to feek 
ihelter by extreme poverty. He was made 
likewife one of the land furveyors of the cuf^ 
toms of the port of London. The prince of 
Wales chofe him clerk of his council ; and the 
lord chancellor Parker, as foon as he received 
the feals, appointed him, unaiked, fecretary 
of the prefentations. Such an accumulation 
of employments undoubtedly produced a. very 
confidcrable revenue. 

Having already tranflated fome parts of Z«- 
can^s Pharfalia, which had been publifhed ii> 
the Mifcelianies, and doubtlefs received many 
praifes, he undertook a verfion of the whole 
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work,Vhich he lived to finifh, but not to pub- 
lilh. It fcems to have been printed under the 
care of Dr Welwood, who prefixed the au- 
thor's life, in which is contained the following 
chanfter: 

" As to his perfon, it was graceful and welU 
"made: his face regular, and of a manly 
** beauty. As his foul was well-lodged, fo its 
•* rational and animal faculties excelled in a high 
" degree. He had a quick and fruitful inven- 
"tion, a deep penetration, and a large com- 
** pafs of thought, with lingular dexterity and 
•* cafmcfs in making his thoughts to be undcr- 
" ftood. He was matter of moft parts of polite 
^* learning, efpecially the claflical authors, both 
"Greek and Latin; underftood the French, 
" Italian, and Spanifh languages ; and fpoke 
" the firft fluently, and the other two tolerably 
**weU. 

" He had likewife read moft of the Greek 
"and Roman hiftories in their original lan- 
" guages, and moft that are wrote in Englifh, 
** French, Italian, and Spanifh. He had a 
** good tafte in philofophy ; and, having a 
" firm impreffion of religion upon his mind, 
** he took great delight in divinity and ccdetl- 
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*' aftical hiftory, in both which he made great 
«* advances in the times he retired into the 
** country, which was frequent. He cxpreffed, 
*' on all occafions, his full perfuafion of the 
" truth of Revealed Religion ; and being a 
** fincere member of the eflablifhed church 
** himfelf, he pitied, but condemned not, thofe 
" that diflented from it. He abhorred the 
*' principles of perfscuting men upon thcac- 
** count of their opinions in religion; and 
** being drift in his own, he took it not upon 
•* him to cenfure thofe of another perfuafiom 
•* His converfation was pleafant, witty, and 
" learned, without the leaft tinfture of affcc- 
*' tation or pedantry ; and his inimitable man- 
" ner of diverting and enlivening the company 
** made it impoffible for any one to be out of 
** humour when he was in it. Envy and de- 
" traftion feemed to be entirely foreign to his 
** conftitution ; and whatever provocations he 
" met with at any time, he paffed them over 
** without the leaft thought of refentment or 
** revenge. As Homer had a Zoilus, fo Mr. 
•* Rowe had fometimes his : for there were 
** not wanting malevolent people, and preten- 
^' ders to poetry too, that would now-and-then 

*' bark 
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" bark at his beft performances ; but he was 
"fo much confcious of his own genius,. and 
** had fo much goodnature, as to forgive them ; 
" nor could he ever be tempted to return them 
**ananfwer. *" 

" The love of learning and poetry made him 
" not the lefs fit for bufinefs, and nobody ap- 
" pHcd himfelf clofer to it, when it required 
** his attendance. The late duke of Quecnf- 
** berry, when he was fecretary of ftate, made 
"him. his fecretary for public affairs; and 
** when that truly great man came to know 
**himwell, he was never fo pleafed as when 
**Mr. Rowewas in his company. After the 
" duke's death, all avenues were (lopped to his 
" preferment; and during the reft of that reign, 
" he pafled his time with the Mufes and his 
"books, and fometimes the converfation of 
" his friends. 

•* When he had juft got to be eafy in his 
** fortune, and was in a fair way to make it 
" better, death fwept him away, and in him 
** deprived the world of one of the beft men, 
"as well as one of the beft geniufes, of the 
*' age. He died like a Chriftian and a Phiiofo- 
"pher, in charity with all mankind, ^jcvd 
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** with an abfolutc refignation to the will of 

•* God. He kept up his good«-humour to the 

** laft ; and took leave of hi« wife and friends, 

*' immediately before his laft agony, with the 

*' fame tranquillity of mind, and the fame in- 

^' difference for life, as though he had been 

** upon taking but a (hort journey. He was 

** twice married ; firft to a daughter of Mr. 

*' Parfons, one of the- auditors of the revenue; 

♦* and afterwards to a daughter of Mr. Devenifli, 

** of a good family in Dorfetlhire. By the firft 

" he had a fon ; and by the fecond, a daugh- 

" ter, married afterwards to Mr. Fane. He 

^* died the fixth of December, 1718, in the 

*' forty-fifth year of his age: and was buried 

** the nineteenth of the fame month in Weft- 

" minfter-abbcy, in the aifle where many o€ 

** our Englifh poets are interred, over-againfl: 

** Chaucer, his body being attended by a fele£fc 

" number of his friends, and the dean and 

" choir officiating at the funeral." 

To this charader, which is apparently givea 
with the fondnefs of a friend, may be added 
the tcftimony of Pope, who fays, in a letter 
to Blount, " Mr. Rowe accompanied me, and 
**paPihd a week in tlie Foreft, I need not tell 
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'' you how much a man of his turn enter- 

*' tained me ; but I mufi acquaint you, there 

*^ IS a vivacity and gaiety of difpoiition, almoft 

*• peculiar to him, which make it impoflible 

**to part from him without that uncaiinefs 

** which generally fucceeds all our pleafure.'* 

Pope has left behind him another mention 
of his companion, lefs advantageous, which 
is thus reported by Dr. Warburton : 

*^ Rowe, in Mr. Pope's opinion, maintained 
"a decent charaftcr, but had no art. Mr. 
" Addifon was juftly offended with fome be- 
"haviour which arofc from that want, and 
** cftranged bimfelf from him ; which Rowe 
**felt very feverely. Mr. Pope, their com- 
" mon friend, knowing tliis, took an oppor- 
" tuiuty, at fome junfture of Mr. Addifon's 
*' advancement, to tell him how poor Rowe 
" was grieved at his difpleafure, and what fa* 
" tis£idion he expreflcd at Mr. Addifon's good 
"fortune, which he expreffed fo naturally, 
** that he (Mr. Pope) could not but think him 
** fincere. Mr. Addifon replied, * I do not 
" fufpeft that he feigned ; but tlie levity of his 
** heart is fuch, that he is ftruck with any new 
** adventure; and it would affcdt him \\xft. v\ 
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" the fame manner, if he heard I was gcJing to 
** be hainged.* — Mr. Pope faid, he could not 
•* deny but Mr. Addifon underftood Rowc 
** well/' 

This cenfure time has not left us the power 
of confirming or refuting ; but obfervation daily 
Ihcws, that much ftrefs is not to be laid on 
hyperbolical accufations, and pointed fentences, 
which even he that utters them dcfires to be 
applauded rather than credited. Addifon can 
hardly be fuppofed to have meant all that he 
faid. Few charaSers can bear the microfco-* 
pick fcrutiny of wit quickened by anger ; and 
perhaps the beft advice to authors would be, 
that they Ihould keep out of the way of one 
another. 

Rowe is chiefly to be confidered as a tragick 
writer and a tranflator. In his attempt at co- 
medy he failed fo ignominioufly, that his Biter 
is not inferted in his works ; and his occafional 
poems and fliort compofitions are rarely worthy 
of either praife or cenfure ; for they feem the 
cafual fports of a mind feeking rather to amufe 
its leifure than to exercife its powers* 

In the conftruftion of his dramas, there is 
not much art j he is not a nice obferver of the 
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T Unities. He extends time and varied place as 
his convenience requires. To vary the place 
is not, in my opinion, any violation of Na- 
ture, if the change be made between the afts ; 
for it is no lefs eafy for the fpeftator to fuppofe 
himfelf at Athens in the fecond aft, than at 
Thebes in the firft ; but to change the fcene, 
as is done by Rowre, in the middle ot an a£t, 
is to add more afts to the play, fince an aft is 
fo much of the bufinefs as is tranfafted without 
interruption. Rowe, by this licence, eafily 
txtricates himfelf from difficulties ; as in 'Jam 
Grey^ when we have been terrified with all the 
dreadful pomp of publick execution, and are won- 
dering how the heroine or the poet will proceed, 
no fooner has Jane pronounced fome prophetick 
rhymes, than— pafs and be gone — the fcene 
clofes, and Pembroke and Gardiner are turned 
out upon the flage. 

I know not that there can be found in his 
plays any deep fearch into nature, any accurate 
difcriminations of kindred qualities, or nice 
difplay of paflion in its progrefs ; all is general 
and undefined. Nor does he much intereft or 
afFeft thi auditor, except in Jane Shore, who 
is always fcen aiid heard with ipvt^* AixM 
VoL.IIL H \% 
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is a chani£ler of empty noife, with no re- 
femblance to real forrow or to natural mad« 
nefs. 

Whence, then, has Rowe his reputation? 
From tlie reafonablenefs and propriety of fomo 
of his fcenes, from the elegance of his didion, 
and the fuavity of his verfe. He feldom moves 
either pity or tcrrour, but he often elevates the 
fentiments; he feldom pierces the breaft, but 
he always delights the ear, and often improves 
the underftanding. 

His tranflation of the Goldtn Verfes^ and of 
the firft book of ^illefs Poem, have nothing 
in them remarkable. The Golden Verfes arc 
tedious. 

The verfion of Lucan is one of the greatef 
produftions of Englifh poetry; for there is pc! 
haps none that fo completely exhibits the geni 
and fpirit of the original. Lucan is diftinguifb 
by a kind of diftatorial or philofophic dignity, 
ther, as Quintilian obferves, declamatory tl 
poetical; full of ambitious morality and poir 
fentenccs, comprifed in vigorous and anim 
lines. This charafter Rowe his very dilige 
and fuccefsfully preferved. His verfifica'' 
which is /och as his contemporaries pca£^ 



R- O W E 99 

lout any attempt at innovation or improve- 
it, feldom wants either melody or force, 
author's fenfe is fometimes a little diluted 
idditional infufions, and fometimes weakened 
too much eitpanfion. But fuch faults are 
be expe£ted in all tranflations, from the 
iflraint of meafures and diflimilitude of Ian- 
iges. The Pbarfalia of Rowe deferves more 
ice than it obtains^ and as it is more read 
1 be more efteemcd. 



P. 95. Lit. for « art,'* n « heait." 
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Jo S E P H A D D I S O N was bom oi 
the firft-of May, 1672, at Milfton, 
which his father, Lancelot Addifon^ was ther 
reftor, near Ambrofebury in Wiltfliirc, anc 
appearing weak and unlikely to live, he was 
chriftened tlie fame day. After the ufual do- 
meftick education, which, from the charaftei 
of his father, may be reafonably fuppofed to 
have given him ftrong impreffions of piety, he 
was committed to the care of Mr. Naifli at 
Ambrofebury, and afterwards of Mr. Taylor 
at Salilbury. 

Not to name the fchool or the matters of 
men illuftrious for literature, is a kind of hif" 
torical fraud, by which honefl fame is injurl- 
ouflv diminilhed : I would therefore trace him 
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through the whole procefs of his education. 
In 1683, in the beginning of his twelfth year, 
Ms fether, being made dean of Litchfield, na- 
turally carried his family to his new refidence, 
and, I believe, placed him for fome time, 
probably not long, under Mr. Shaw, then 
mailer of the fchool at Litchfield, father of the 
late Dr. Peter Shaw, Of this interval his bio- 
graphers have given no account, and I know 
it only from a ftory of 3. iarring^out^ told me, 
when I was a boy, by Andrew Corbet of 
Shropfliire, who had heard it from Mr. Pigot 
his uncle. 

The praftice of barring-Qut was a favage li- 
cence, praftifed in many fchools to the end of 
. the laft century, by which the boys, when the 
periodical vacation drew near, growing petulant 
*t the approach of liberty, fome days before the 
time of regular recefs, took pofleffion of the 
School, of which they barred the doors, and 
Ne their matter defiance from the windows, 
h is not eafy to fuppofe that on fuch occafions 
^te matter would do more than laugh j yet, if 
^J^dition may be credited, he often ftruggled 
"ard to force or furprife the garrifon. The 
^^^tVy when Pigot was a fchool-bo^^ \^^% 
H 3 laTTiA^ 
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iamd'9ut at Litchfield, and the whole opera* 
tion, as he faid» was planned and conduced 
by Addifon. 

To judge better of the probability of this 
ftory, I have enquired when he was fent to the 
Chartreux ; but, as he was not one of thofe 
who enjoyed the Founder's bencfaftion, there 
is no account preferved of his admiilion. At 
the fchool of the Chartreux, to which he was 
removed either froni that of Sjilifbury or Litch- 
field, he purfued his juvenile ftudies under the 
care of Dr, Ellis, and contrafted that intimacy 
with Sir Richard Steele, which their joint la-* 
hours have fo effeftually recorded. 

Of this memorable friendlhip the greater 
praife muft be given to Steele. It is not hard 
to love thofe from whom nothing can be 
feared ; and Addifon never confidered Steele as 
a rival ; but Steele lived, as he confefles, under 
|in habitual fubjeftion to the predominating 
genius of Addifon, whom he always mentioned 
with reverence, and treated with obfequioufnefs« 

Addifon ■*, who knew his own dignity, could 
not ?^lv;jiy8 forbes^r to Ihew it, hy playing a little 

. . ♦ Spencc. 
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upon his admirer ; but he was in no danger of 
retort: his jcfts were endured without refiftance 
or refcntment. 

But the fneer of jocularity was not the worft. 
Steele, whofe imprudence of generofity, or vanity 
of profufion, kept him always incurably neceffi- 
tous, upon fome preffing exigence, in an evil 
hour, borrowed an hundred pounds of his 
friend, probably without much purpofe of re- 
payment; but Addifon, who feems to have 
had other notions of a hundred pounds, grew 
impatient of delay, and reclaimed his loan by 
an execution. Steele felt with great fen- 
fibility the obduracy of his creditor ; but with 
emotions of forrow rather than of anger*. 

In 1687 he was entered into Queen's College 
in Oxford, where, in 1689, the accidental 
perufiil of fome Latin verfes gained him the 

• This fsuGt was communicated to Johnfon in my hearing by 
a perfoa of unquestionable veracity, but whofe name I am not 
St fiberty to mention. He had it, as he told us, from lady 
Pnnirofe, to whom Steele related it with tears in his eye^p 
The late Dr. Stinton confirmed it to me, by faying, that he lisuX 
heard it from Mr. Hooke, author of the Roman Hiftory j and 
he, from Mr. Pope. H. 

Sec Viaor*s Letters, vol. I. p. 328. this tranfadlion fome what 
«iififerenUy rdatcd. E. 

H 4 paliowJk?? 
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patronage of Dr. Lancafter, afterwards provolt 
of Queen's College; by whofe recommendation 
he was elected into Magdalen College as a 
Demy, a tei?m by which that Ivjciety denomi- 
nates thofe which are elfewhere called Schor- 
lars ; young men, who partake of the founder's 
beneiaftion, and fucc^ed in their or^er to va- 
cant fellowfhips *. 

Here he continued to cultivate poetry and 
criticifin, and grew firft eminent by his Latin 
cojnpofitions, which are indeed entitled to pjir- 
ticular praife. He has not confined himfelf to 
the imitation of any ancient author, but has 
formed his ftyle from the general language, 
fuch as a diligent perufal of the productions of 
different ages happened to fupply. 

His Latin compofitions feem to have had 
much of his fondnefs; for he coUefted a fecond 
volume of the Mufa Angllcana^ perhaps for a 
convenient receptacle, in which all Uis Latin 
pieces are inferted, and whpre his Poejn ox\ thp 
Peace has tlie firft place. He afterwards pre* 
fented the colleftion to Boileau, who from that 
time *' conceived," fays Tickell, " an opinion 

* |lc took the degicc of M. A. Fpb. 14, 1693. 
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" of the Englilh genius for poetry.*' Nothing 
is better known of Boileau, than that he had 
an injudicious and peevifh contempt of modem 
Latin, and therefore his profcflion of regard 
was probably the effeft of his civility rather 
tlian approbation. 

Three of his Latin poems are upon fubjefts 
on which perhaps he would not have ventured 
to have written in his own language. The Bat- 
tUofthe Pigmies and Cranes \ The B urometer \ and 
a B(.iuting-green. When the matter is low or 
fcanty, a dead language, in which nothing 
is mean becaufe nothing is familiar, affords 
great conveniences ; and by the fonorous mag* 
nificence of Roman fyllables, tlie writer con- 
ceals penury of thought, and want of novelty, 
often from the reader, and often from himfelf. 
In his twenty- fecond year he firft fhewed his 
power of Englifh poetry, by fome verfes ad- 
drefled to Dryden ; and foon afterwards pub- 
liflied a tranflation of the greater part of the 
Fourth Georgick upon Bees ; after which, 
fays Dryden, *' my latter fwarm is hardly 
♦* worth the hiving," 

About the fame time he compofod the argu- 
ments prefixed to the feveral books of Dryd<ivV% 
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/Virgil ; and produced an Eflay on the Geor- 
gicks, juvenile, fuperficial, and uninftniftive, 
without much either of the fcholar's learning 
or the critick's penetration. 

His next paper of verfes contained a charac- 
ter of the principal Englifh poets, infcribed to 
Henry Sacheverell, who was then, if not a 
poet, a writer of verfes * ; as is fhewn by his 
verfion of a fmall part of Virgil's Georgicks, 
publifhed in the Mifcellanies, and a Latin en-r 
comium on queen Mary, in the Mufa Anglic 
carta, Thefe verfes exhibit all the fondnefs of 
friendfhip ; but on one fide or the other, fricnd- 

* A letter which I found among Dr.* Johnfon*s papers, dated 
in January 1784, from a lady in Wiltftiire, contains a difcoveiy 
of fome importance in literary hiftory, viz. that by the initials 
H. S. prefixed to this poem, we are not to underftand th« 
famous Dr. Henry Sacheverell, whofe trial is the mod remark- 
able incident in his life. The information thus communicated 
is, that the verfes in queftion were not an addrefs to the famous 
Dr. Sacheverell, but to a very ingenious gentleman of the fame 
name, who died young, fuppofed to be a Mankfroan, for that h« 
wrote the hiftory of the Ifle of Man. — ^That this perfon left hi« 
papers to Mr. Addifon, and had formed a plan of a tragedy 
upon the death of Socrates. — The lady fays, (he had this infor- 
mation from a Mr. Stephens, who was a fellow of Merton college, 
a contemporary, and intimate with Mr. Addifon in Oxford, who 
^ied ne^ 50 years ago, a prebendary of WiiichcUer, H. 
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ihip was afterwards too weak for the malignity 
of fa£tion. 

In this poem is a very confident and dif- 
criminative charafter of Spenfer, whofe work 
he had then never read *. So little fometimei 
is criticifm the effeft of judgement. It is ne- 
ceflary to inform the reader, that about this 
time he was introduced by Congreve to Mon- 
tague, then Chancellor of the Exchequer : Ad- 
difon was then learning the trade of a courtier, 
and fubjoined Montague as a poetical name to 
thofe of Cowley and of Dryden. 

By the influence of Mr. Montague, concur- 
ring, according to Tickell, with his natural 
modefly, he was diverted from his original de* 
fign of entering into holy orders. Montague 
alleged the corruption of men who engaged in 
civil employments without liberal education ; 
and declared, that, though he was reprefented 
as an enemy to the Church, he would never 
do it any injury but by withholding Addifon 
from it. 

Soon after (in 1695) he wrote a poem to 
king William, with a rhyming introduftion 

*% 5j>cncc. 
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addreflcd to lord Sommers.. King William 
had no regard to elegance or literature; his 
ftudy was only war ; yet by a choice of mi- 
nifters, whofe difpofition was very different 
from his own, he procured, without intention, 
a very liberal patronage to poetry. Addi- 
fon was careffed both by Sommers and Mon« 
tague. 

In 1697 appeared his Latin verfes on the 
peace of Ryfwick, which he dedicated to Mon- 
tague, and which was afterwards called by 
Smith " the beft Latin poem fince the j$lneid.'' 
Praife muft not be too rigoroully examined ; 
but the performance cannot be denied to be 
vigorous and elegant. 

Having yet no public employment, he ob- 
tained (in 1699) a penfion of three hundred 
pounds a-year, that he might be enabled to 
travel. He (laid a year at Blois *, probably to 
learn the French language ; and then proceeded 
in his journey to Italy, which he furveyed with 
the eyes of a poet. 

While he was travelling at leifure, he was 
far from being idle ; for he not only colleft^4 

^ Specie* 
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his obfcrvations on the country, but found 
time to write his Dialogues on Medals, and 
four Afts of Cato. Such at leaft is the relation 
of Tickell. Perhaps he only coUefted his ma- 
terials, and formed his plan. 

Whatever were his other employments in 
Italy, he there wrote the letter to lord Halifax, 
which is juftly confidered as the moft elegant, 
if not the moft fublime, of his poetical produc- 
tions. But in about two years he found it ne- 
ceffary to haften home; being, as Swift in- 
forms us, diftrefled by indigence, and com- 
pelled to become the tutor of a travelling 
Squire, becaufe his penfion was not remitted. 

At his return he publiflied his Travels, with 
a dedication to lord Sommers. As his ftay in 
foreign countries was Ihort, his obfcrvations 
are fuch as might be fupplied by a hafty view, 
andconfift chiefly in comparifons of the prefent 
face of the country with the defcriptions left us 
by the Roman poets, from whom he made pre- 
paratory colleftions, though he might have 
fpared the trouble, had he known that fuch 
colleftions had been made tv/ice before by Ita- 
lian authors. 

The 
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The moft amuiing paflage of his book is his 
account of die minute republick of San Marino ; 
of many parts it is not a very fevere ccnfure 
to fay, that they might have been written at 
home. His elegance of language, and varie-* 
gation of profe and verfe, however, gains upon 
the reader ; and the book, though a while neg- 
le&ed, became in time fo much the favourite 
of the publick, that before it was reprinted it 
rofc to five times its price. 

When he returned to England (in 1702), 
with a meannefs of appearance which gave tef-* 
timony of the difficulties to which he had been 
reduced, he found his old patrons out of 
power, and was, therefore, for a time, at full 
lejfure for the cultivation of his mind, and a 
mind Co cultivated gives reafon to believe that 
little time was loft. 

But he remained not long neglefted or ufe- 
lefs. The victory at Blenheim (1704) fpread 
triumph and confidence over the nation ; and 
lord Godolphin, lamenting to lord Halifax, 
that it had not been celebrated in a manner 
equal to the fubjeft, defired him to propofe it 
to feme better poet. Halifax told him, that 
tliere was no encouragement for genius ; that 
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worthlefs men were unprofitably enriched with 
publick money, without any care to find or 
employ thofe whofc appearance might do ho- 
noTir to their country. To this Godolphin 
replied, Aat fuch abufes (hould in time be 
reftificd ; and that, if a man could be found 
capable of the tafk then propofed, he ihould 
not want an ample recompenfe. Halifax then 
named Addifon, but required that the Trea- 
furer fhould apply to him in his own perfon. 
Godolphin fent the meflage by Mr. Boyle, 
afterwards lord Carlton ; and Addifon having 
undertaken the work, communicated it to the 
Trcafurcr, while it was yet advanced no further 
than the fimile of the Angel, and was imme- 
diately rewarded by fucceeding Mr. Locke in 
tire place of Commijftomr rfJppeals. 

In the following year he was at Hanover with 
lord Halifax ; and the year after he was made 
undcr-fecretary of State, firft to Sir Charles 
Hedges, and in a few months more to the earl 
of Sunderland. 

About this time the prevalent tafte for Ita- 
lian operas inclined him to try what would be 
the efFed of a mufical Drama in our own lan- 
guage. He therefore wrote the opera of Rofa- 
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mond, which, when exhibited on the ftage, 
was either hifled or neglefled ; but trufting 
that the readers would do him more juftice, he 
publifhed it, with an infcription to the dutchefs 
of Marlborough; a woman without ikill, or 
pretenfions to fldll, in poetry or literature. 
His dedication was therefore an inftance of 
fervile abfurdity, to be exceeded only by Jofliua 
Barnes's dedication of a Greek Anacreon to 
the Duke. 

His reputation had been fomewhat advanced 
by The Tender Hujband^ a comedy which Steele 
dedicated to him, with a confeffion that he 
owed to him feveral of the moft fuccefsful 
fcenes. To tliis play Addifon fupplied a pro- 
logue. 

When the marquis of Wharton was ap- 
pointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, Addifon 
attended him as his fecretary ; and was made 
keeper of the records in Birmingham's Tower, 
with a falary of three hundred pounds a-year. 
The office was little more than nominal, 
and the falary was augmented for his accom- 
modation. 

Intereft and faftion allow little to the opera- 
tion of particular difpofitions, or private opi- 
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iiions. Two men of pcrfoiurt charafters mord 
oppofite than thofe of Wharton and Addifort, 
could not calily be brought together. Whar- 
ton was impious, profligate, and fliamelefs, 
without regard, or appearance of regard, to 
right and wrong: whatever is contrary to this, 
may be faid of Addifon ; but as agents of d 
party they were connefted, and how they 
adjufted their other fentiments we cannot 
know. 

Addifon itiuft however not be too haftily 
condemned. It is not neceflary to refufe 
benefits from a bad man, when the acceptance 
implies no approbation of his crimes ; nor has 
the fubordinate officer any obligation to ex- 
amine the opinioift or conduft of thofc under 
whom he afts, except that he may not be made 
the inftrument of wickednefs. It is reafonablc 
to fuppofe that Addifon counteracted, as far 
« he was able, the malignant and blafting 
influence of the Lieutenant, and that at leaft 
by his intervention fome good was done, and 
fomc mifchief prevented. 

When he was in ofHcc, he made a law to 
himfclf, as Swift has recorded, never to remit 
his regular fees in civility to his ftlcuds ' 

Vol. III. I ^^'Yoxr 
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*' For," faidhe,, "I may have a hundred 
'* friends ; and, if my fee be two guineas, I 
*' fhall, by relinquifhing my right, lofe two 
*' hundred guineas, and no friend gain more 
*' than two ; there is therefore no proportion 
** between the good imparted and the evil fuf- 
•* fered.'' 

He was in Ireland when Steele, • without any 
communication of his defign, began the publi- 
cation of the Tatler ; but he was not long con** 
cealed : by infcrting a remark on Virgil, which 
Addifon had given him, he difcovered himfelfi 
It , is indeed not eafy for any man to write 
upon literature, or common life, fo as not to 
make himfelf known to thofe with whom he 
faaiiliarly converfes, and wfto are acquainted 
with his track of ftudy, his favourite topick^ 
his peculiar notions, and his habitual phrafcs. 

If Steele defired to write in fecrct, he was 
not lucky ; a fingle month detefted him. His 
firft Tatler was publifhed April 22 (1709), 
and Addifon's contribution appeared May 26. 
Tickell obferves, that the Tatler began and 
was concluded without his concurrence. This 
if? doubtlefs literally true; but the work did not 
ihffcr much- by his uncoiifcioufnefs of its com'- 
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HicncemeiK, or iiis abfence at its ceflation ; for 
he continued his affiftance to December 23, 
and .the paper ftopped on January 2. He did 
notdiftinguilh his pieces by any fignature; and I 
know not whether his name was not kept fecret> 
till the papers were collefted into volumes. 

To the Tatler, in about two months, fuc* 
ceeded the Speftator ; a feries of eflays of the 
fimc kind, but written with lefs levity, upon a 
more regular plan, and publifhed daily. Such 
an nndertaking Ihewed the writers not to dif* 
tnift their own copioufnefs of materials or 
facility of compofition, and their jierformance 
juftified their confidence. They found, how- 
CTcr, in their progrefs, many auxiliaries. To 
attempt a fingle paper was no terrifying labour; 
many pieces were offered, and many were re- 
ceived. 

Addifon had enough of the zeal of party, 
Iwt Steele^ad at that time almoft nothing elfe. 
The Speftator, in one of the firft papers, 
fliewed the political tenets of its authors ; but a 
refolution was foon taken, of courting general 
approbation by general topicks, and fubjc£ls- 
on which faftion had produced no diverfity 
^f fcntiments; fuch as literature, movaWt'^, ^x\^ 
/ 2 {aw\\V\^t 
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familiar life. To this praftice they adhere 
with few dcYiations. The ardour of Stee! 
once broke out in praife of Marlborough 
and when Dr. Fleetwood prefixed to fome fei 
mons a preface, overflowing with whiggifl 
opinions, that it might be read by the Queen *j 
it was reprinted in the Speftator. 

To teach the minuter decencies and infcrioi 
iJuties, to regulate the praftice of daily con- 
verfation, to correft thofe depravities which 
are rather ridiculous than criminal, and re- 
move thofe grievances, which, if they produce 
no lafting calamities, imprefs hourly vexation, 
was firft attempted by Cafa in his book of 
Manners^ and Caftiglione in his Courtier ; two 
books yet celebrated in Italy for purity and ele- 
gance, and which, if they are now lefs read, 
are neglefted only becaufc they have efFeftcd 
that reformation which their authors intended, 
and their precepts now are no longer wanted 
Their ufefulnefs to the age in. which they wer« 

* This particulat- miittber of the Speftator, it is faid, was n© 
publilhed till 12 o'clock, that it might come out precifely at th< 
hour of her Majefty's breakfaft, and that no time might be lc» 
for deliberating about ferving it up with that meal, as ufual- Se" 
edit, of theTATLER with notes, vol. VI. N' 271, npte. p. 45^ 
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written is fufficiently attefted by the tranflation's 
which almoft all the nations of Europe were in 
halleto obtain. 

' This fpccies of inftru£tion was continued, 
and perhaps advanced by the French ; among 
whom La Bruyere's Manners of the Age^ 
though) as Boileau remarked^ it is written 
without conneftion, certainly deferves praife, 
for livelinefs of defcription, and juftnefs of 
obfervation. 

. Before the Tatler and Speftator, if the writers 
for flie theatre are excepted, England had no 
matters of common life. No writers had yet 
^ertaken to reform cither the favagenefs of 
ncgleft, or the impertinence of civility ; to 
ftew when to fpeak, or to be jGlent ; how to 
tefufe, or how to comply. We had many books 
to teach us our more important duties, and to 
fettle opinions in philofophy or politicks ; but 
an Arbiter elegantiarum^ a judge of propriety, 
Was yet wanting, who Ihould furvey the track 
of daily converfation, and free it from thorns 
^d prickles, which teaze the paflcr, though 
*hey do not wound him. 

For this purpofe nothing is fo proper as tlic 
Sequent piblication of Ihort papers, which we 
^dnot as Audy but amufemei\t% li X\\^ ^vife"^ 

1 3 v^ 
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jeft be fli^it, the treatife likewife is (hort. The 
bufy may find time, and the idle may find pa- 
tience. 

This mode of conveying cheap and eafy 
knowledge began among us in the Civil War *, 
when it was much the intereft of either party 
to raife stnd fix the prejudices of the people. At 
that time appeared Mercurius Aulicus, Mercu- 
rius Rufticus, and Mercurius Civicus, It is 
faid, that when any title grew popular, it was 
(tolen by the antagonift, who by this ftratagem 
conveyed his notions to thofe who would not 
have received him bad he not worn the appear-r 
ance of a friend. The tumult of thofe un- 
happy days left fcarcely any man leifure to 
treafure up occafional compofitions ; and fo 
much were they neglected, that a complete 
colleftion is no where to be fovind. 

Thefe Mercuries were fucceeded by L*£f- 
trange's Obfervator, and that by Lefley's 

♦ Newfpapers appear to have had ?ui earlier date than here 
afligned. Cleiveland, in his Chara(5ler of a London Diurnal, 
(ays, " The original finner of this kind was Dutch j GaJlo-Be\- 
gicus the Protoplas, and the Modem Mercuries but Hans en 
Judders." $ome intelligence given by Mercurius Gallo-bel* 
gicus is mentioned in Carew's Survey of CornvvaHlrt 126- ori- 
^;7ia/77pubJi/hed in 1602. Tb.efc Nehvdt^ oC laformatioi:* ai< 
pfcep mentioned in the plays of Jawvts ?«i^C\\ax\t%tVA'«'«^^- 
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Rehearfal, and perhaps by others ; but hitherto 
nothing had been conveyed to the people, in 
tlus commodious manner, but controverfy re- 
lating to the Church or Stale ; of which they 
taught many to talk, whom they could not 
teach to judge. 

It has been fuggefted, that the Royal Society 
was inftituted foon after the Reftoration, to 
divert the attention of the people from publick 
difcontent. The Tatler and Speftator had the 
%ie tendency ; they were publiflied at a time 
when two parties, loud, reftlefs, and violent, 
each with plaufible declarations, and each per- 
haps without any diftinft termination of its 
views, were agitating the nation ; to minds 
heated with political conteft, they fupplied 
cooler and more inofFenfive refleftions ; and it 
. is faid by Addifon, in a fubfequent work, that 
Acy had a perceptible influence upon the con- 
jfcrfation of that time, and taught the frolick 
and the gay to unite merriment with decency ; 
an efFeft which they can never wholly lofc, 
^hile they continue to be among the firft 
"Ooks by which both fexes are initiated ii^ 
^? elegances of knowledge. 

I 4 The 
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The Tader and Speftator adjuftcd, like 
Cafa, the unfettled pra£lice of daily inter- 
courfc by propriety and politenefs ; and, like 
La Bruyere, exhibited the CharaSlers and Man* 
tiers of the Agi, The perfonages introduced in 
thefe papers were not merely ideal ; they were 
tlien known, and confpicuous in various fta- 
tions. Of the T^tler tliis is told by Steele in 
his laft paper, and of the Spectator by Budgell 
in the Preface to Theophraftus, a book which 
Addifon has recommended, and which he was 
fufpefted to have revifed, if he did not write it. 
Of thofe portraits, which may be fuppoied to 
be fon^etimes embellifhed, and fometimes ag- 
gravated, the original? are now partly known, 
and partly forgotten. 

But to fay that they iinited the plans of two 
or three eminent writers, is tq give them but a 
fmall part of their dufe pr^ife ; they fuperadded 
Jiterature and criticifm, and fometime^ towered 
far above their predeceflbrs ; ^ncj taught, with 
groat juftnefs of argument and dignity of lan- 
gyage, the moft important duties and fubhme 
nuths, 

All thefe topicks were happily varied with 
elegant fiftions and refined allegories, and illu- 
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minated with different changes of ftylc and 
felicities of invention. 

k is recorded by Budgell, that of the cha* 
ra&cn feigned or efnibited in the SpeSator, 
the feYourite of Addifon was Sir Roger dc 
Covcrley, of whom he had formed a very deli^ 
cate and difcriminated idea, which he would 
not fuiFer to be violated ; and therefore when 
Steele had fliewn him innocently picking up a 
girl in the Temple, and taking her to a tavern, 
he drew upon himfelf fo much of his friend's 
indignation, that he was forced to appeafe him 
by a promife of forbearing Sir Roger for the 
time to come. 

The reafon which induced Cervantes to 
bring his hero to the grave, para mi fola naci9 
Dm^ixotfj y yo para f/, made Addifon de- 
clare, with an undue vehemence of expreffion, 
that he would kill Sir Roger ; being of opinion 
that they were born for one another, and that 
any other hand would do him wrong. 

It may be doubted whether Addifon ever 
filled up his original delineation. He defcribes 
bis Knight as having his imagination fome- 
wbat warped ; but of this perverfion he has 
nJadc very little ufe. The irregularities in Sir 
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Roger's conduft fcem not fo much the cflFeftj 
of a mind deviating from the beaten track of 
life, by the perpetual preffure of fome over- 
whelming idea, as of habiftal ruflicity, and that 
negligence which folitary grandeur naturally 
generates. 

The variable weather of the mind, the flying 
vapours of incipient madnefs, which from 
time to time cloud reafon, without eclipfing 
it, it requires fo much nicety to exhibit, that 
Addifon feeras to have been deterred from pro- 
fecutlng his own defign. 

To §ir Roger, who, as a country gentleman, 
appears to be a Tory, or, as it is gently ex- 
prefled, an adherent to the landed intereft, is 
oppofed Sir Andrew Freeport, a new man, a 
wealthy merchant, zealous for the moneyed 
intereft, and a Whig. Of this contrariety of 
opinions, it is probable more confequences 
were at firft intended, than could be produced 
when the refolution was taken to exclude party 
from the paper. Sir Andrew does but little, 
and that little feems not to have pleafed Addi- 
fon, who, when he difmiffed him from the 
club, changed his opinions. Steele had made 
him, in the true fpirit of unfeeling commerce, 
declare that he <* would not build an hofpital 

*' for 
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r idle people ;" but at laft he buys land, 
» in the country? and builds not a manu- 
)ry, but an hofpital for twelve old huf- 
imcn, for men with whom a merchant has 
; acquaintance, and whom he commonly 
idcrs with little kindnefs. 
f eflays thus elegant, thus inftruftive, and 

commodioufly diftributed, it is natural to 
ofe the approbation general , and the fale 
lerous. I once heard it obferved, that the 
may be calculated by the produft of the tax, 
:ed in the laft number to produce more than 
ity pounds a week, and therefore ftated at 

and twenty pounds, or three pounds ten 
lings a day : this, at a half-penny a paper, 

give fixteen hundred and eighty * for the 
y number. 

This fale is not great ; yet this, if Swift be 
litcd, was likely to grow lefs ; for he declares 
t tlie Speftator, whom he ridicules for his 
lefs mention of the fair fexy had before his 
ifs wearied his readers. 
Hie next year (17 13), in which Cato came 
>ii the ftage, was the grand climafterick 

That this calculation is not exagserated, that it is even 
h below the real number, fee the notes on iVift T2Ci\w> ^^« 
• vol. VI. p. 4Si. N. 
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of Addifon's reputation. Upon the death of 
Cato, he had, as is faid, planned a tragedy in 
the time of his travels, and had for fcveral years 
the four firft ads finilhed, which were ihewn 
to fuch as were likely to fpread their adraira-* 
tion. They were feen by Pope, and by Gib- 
ber, who relates that Steele, when he took 
back the copy, told him, in the defpicable 
cant of literary modefty, that, whatever fpirit 
his friend had fhewn in the compofition, he 
doubted whether he would have courage fuffi- 
cient to expofe it to the cenfure of a Britiih 
audience. 

The time however was now come, when 
thofe, who afFc£led to think liberty in danger^ 
affeaed likewife to think that a ftage-play 
might preferve it: and Addifon was impor- 
tuned, ill the name of the tutelary deities of 
Britain, to Ihew his courage and his zeal by 
finifhinghis defign. 

To refume his work he feemed perverfely 

and unaccountably unwilling; and by a requeft. 

v^hich perhaps he widied to be denied, defired 

Mr. Hughes to add a fifth aft. Hughes fup- 

poled him ferious; a.id, undertaking the fup- 

Pfcmcnt, brought in a few days fome fcenes 

(|«Ms examination ; but he had in tiie meaa 
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time gone to work himfelf, and produced half 
an ady which he afterwards completed^ but 
with brevity irregularly difproportionate to the 
foregoing parts : like a talk performed with re- 
ludance, and hurried to its conclufion. 
, It may yet be doubted whether Cato was 
made publick by any change of the author's 
purpofe ; for Dennis charged him with railing 
prejudices in liis own favour by faife politions 
of preparatory criticifm, and with poifoning the 
UWH by contradifting in the Speftator the 
eftablilhed rule of poetical juftice, becaufe his 
own hero, with all his virtues, was to fall be- 
fore a tyrant. The fad is certain ; the motives 
wc muft guefs. 

• Addifon was, I believe, fufficiently difpofed 
to bar all avenues againft all danger. When 
Pope brought him the prologue, which is pro- 
perly accommodated to the play, tlieve were 
thefe words, " Britons arife, be woi*th like 
** this approved ;" meaning nothing more than, 
Britons, ereft and exalt yourfelves to the 
approbation of public virtue. Addifon was 
frighted, left he Ihould be thought a promoter 
of infurreftion, and the line was liquidated to 
** Britons, attend." 
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Now, " heavily in clouds came on the diy 
** the great, the impotant day," when Addifoi 
was to ftand the hazard of the theatre. Tha 
there might, however, be left as little hazar 
as was poffible, on the firft night Steele, a 
hirt)felf relates, undertook to pack an audience 
This, fays Pope *, had been tried for th 
firft time in favour of the Diftreft Mother ; an< 
was now, with more efficacy, praftifed fo 
Cato. 

The danger was foon over. The whole na 
tion Was at that time on fire with fitftion. Th< 
Whigs applauded every line in which Libdrt) 
Was mentioned, as a fatire on the I'bries ; anc 
the Tories echoed every clap, to fhew that th< 
fatire was unfelt. The ftory of Bolingbrokc 
is well known. He called Booth to his box, 
and gave him fifty guineas for defending the 
caufe of Liberty fo well againft a perpetual 
diftator. The Whigs, fays Pope, defign a 
i'econd prcfent, when they can accompany it 
with as good a fentence. 

The play, fupported thus by the emulation 
of factious praife, was afted night after night 

* Spencc. 



ADDISON- 127 

for a longer time than, I believe, the public 
had allowed to any drama before ; and tlie au- 
thor, as Mrs. Porter long afterwards related, 
wandered through the whole exhibition behind 
tiie fcenes with reftlefs and unappeafable foli- 
citode. 

When it was printed, notice was given that 
die Queen would bb pleafed if it was dedicated 
to her; ** but, as he had defigncd that compli- 
•* ment elfewherc, he found himfelf obliged," 
%s Tickell, ** by his duty on the one hand, 
" and his honour on the other, to fend it into 
" the world without any dedication.'* 
Human happinefs has always its abatements ; 
. thebrighteft fun-lhine of fuccefs is not without 
a cloud. No fooner was Cato offered to the 
reader, than it was attacked by the acute ma- 
liguity of Dennis, with all the violence of 
angry criticifm. Dennis, though equally zea- 
lous, and probably by his temper more furious 
than Addifon, for what they called liberty, 
»nd though a flatterer of the Whig miniftry, 
could not fit quiet at a fuccefs ful play , but was 
^gerto tell friends and enemies, that they had 
mifplaced their admirations. The world was 
too ftubborn for inftruftion ; with the fate of 
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the cenfurer of Comeille's Cid, his animadve 
Cons fhewed his anger without efFeft, and Cs 
Continued to be praifed. 

Pope had now an opportunity of courti 
the friendfhip of Addifon, by vilifying his c 
enemy, and could give refentment its full pi 
without appearing to revenge himfelf. I 
therefore publilhed A Narrative of the madnejs 
John Dennis ; a performance which left the ol 
jeftions to the play in their full force, ai 
tlierefore difcovered more defirc of vexing tl 
critick than of defending the poet. 

Addifoft, who was no ftranger to the worI< 
probably faw the felfifhnefs of Pope's friendfhif 
and, refolving that he Ihould have the conib 
quences of his officioufnefs to himfelf, informe< 
Dennis by Steele, that he was forry for the in- 
fult ; and that, whenever he Ihould think fit tc 
anfwer his remarks, he would do it in a man- 
ner to which nothing could be objefted. 

The greateft weaknefs of the play is in the 
fcenes of love, which arc faid by Pope* to 
have been added to the original plan upon a 
fubfequent review, in compliance with the po-" 
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pular praftice of the ftage. Such an authority 
it is hard to rejeft ; yet the love is fo intimately 

I mingled with the whole adlion, that it cannot 
cafily be thought extrinfick and adventitious ; 
for if it were taken away, what would be left ? 
or how were the four afts filled in tlie firft 

I draught? 

At the publication the Wits feemed proud 
to pay their attendance with encomiaftick ver- 
fes. The beft are from an unknown hand, 
which will perhaps lofe fomewhat of their 
pndfe when the author is knovfrn to be Jef- 
freys. 

Cato had yet other honours. It was cen- 
tred aa a party-play by a Scholar of Oxford^ 
ind defended in a favourable examination by 
Dr. Sewel. It was tranflated by Salvini into 
Italian, and afted at Florence ; and by the Je- 
fttits of St. Omer's into Latin, and played by 
4eir pupils. Of this verfion a copy was fent 
^ Mr. Addifon: it is to be wifhed that it could 
°c found, for the fake of comparing their 
Verfion of the folilo^uy witli that of Bland. 

A tragedy was written on the fame fubje£t 
"7 Des Champs, a French poet, which was 
^'^flated, witli a criticifm on the Englifti 
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play. But the tranflator and the critick are 
now forgotten. 

Dennis lived on unanlwered^ and therefore 
little read : Addifon knew the policy of litera- 
ture too well to make his enemy important by 
drawing the attention of the public upon a cri- 
ticifm, which, though fometimes intemperate, 
was often irrefragable. 

While Cato was upoii the ftage^ another 
daily paper, called I'he Guardian^ was publifhed 
by Steele. To this, Addifon gave great alEft- 
ance, whether occafionally or by previous en- 
gagement is not known. 

The charafter of Guardian was too narrow 
and too ferious : it might properly enough ad- 
mit both the duties and the decencies of life, 
but feemed not to include literary fpeculations, 
and was in fome degree violated by merriment 
and burlefquc. What had the Guardian of 
the Lizards to do with clubs of tall or of little? 
men, with nefts of ants, or with Strada's pro— 
hifions ? 

Of this paper nothing is neceffary to be faid^ 
but that it found many contributors, and that 
it was a continuation of the Speftator, witb 
the fame elegance, and the fame variety, till 
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Tome unlucky fparkle from a Tory paper fet 
Steele's politicks on fire, and wit at once blazed 
into feftion. He was foon too hot for neutral 
topicks, and quitted the Guardian to write the 
EngUJhmnn, 

The papers of Addifon are marked in the 
Spcftator by one of the Letters in the name of 
C/i>, and in the Guardian by a hand ; whether 
it was, as Tickell pretends to think^ that he 
was unwilling to ufurp the praife of others, or 
OS Steefe) with far greater likelihood, infinuates, 
that he could not without difcontent impart to 
others any of his own. I have hcnrd that 
his avidity did not fatisfy itfelf with the air of 
tenown, but that with great eagerncfs he laid 
hold on his proportion of the profits. 

Many of thefe papers were written with 
powers truly comick, with nice difcrimination 
of charafters, and accurate obfcrvation of na- 
tural or accidental deviations from propriety ; 
kut it was not fuppofed that he had tried a co- 
inedy on the ftage, till Steele, after his death, 
declared him the author of the Drummer ; this 
however Steele did not know to be true by any 
direft teftimony; for when Addifon put the 
P^into his hands, he only told liirti, \t.^N^^ 
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the work of a ** Gentleman in the Compa 
and when it was received, as is confeffed, 
cold difapprobation, he was probably lefs 
ling to claim it. Tickell omitted it in hi 
leAion ; but the teftimony of Steele, an 
total filence of any other claimant, has < 
mined the public to affign it to Addifon, j 
is now printed with his other poetry. I 
carried the Drummer to the play-houfe, 
afterwards to tlie prefs, and fold the cop 
fifty guineas. 

To the opinion of Steele may be adde 
proof fupplied by the play itfelf, of whicl 
chariafters are fuch as Addifon would hav 
lincated, and the tendency fuch as Adc 
would have promoted. That it Ihould 
been ill received would raife wonder, die 
not daily fee the capricious diftribution of t 
trical praife. 

He was not all this time an indiffe 
fpeftator of publick affairs. He wrote, as 
ferent exigencies required (in 1707), The 
fent State of the ff^ar^ and the fsTeceJftty of an ^ 
mtntaii:n\ which, however judicious, be 
written on temporary topicks, and exhibit 
po peculiar powers, laid hold on no attenti 
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and has naturally funk by its own weight into 
negleft. This cannot be faid of the few pa- 
pers entitled The fVbig Examiner^ in which is 
employed all the force of gay malevolence and 
humorous fatire. Of this paper, which juft 
appeared and expired, Swift remarks, with ex- 
ultation, that "it is now down among the 
" dead men*." He might well rejoice at the 
death of that which he could not have killed. 
Every reader of every party, fince perfonal ma- 
lice is paft, and the papers which once inflamed 
the nation are read only as efFufions of wit, 
muft wilh for more of the fVbig Examiners ; 
for on no occafion was tlie genius of Addifon 
more vigoroufjy exerted, and on none did the 
fupcriority of his powers more evidently ap- 
pear. His Trial of Count Tariffs written to ex>- 
pofe the Treaty of Commerce with France, 
lived no longer than the queftion that pro- 
duced it. 

Not long afterwards, an attempt was made to 
revive the Spe^ator^ at a time indeed by no 

* From a Tory fong in vogue at the time, the burthen 
^Weofis, 

And be that wiU this health deny, 

PowQ amongthe dead men let him lie. H. 

K 3 xa^^^tc^ 
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gleans favourable to literature, when the fuo 
ceflion of a new family to the throne iilled th 
pation with anxiety, difcord, and confufion 
und either the turbulence of the tinges, or th 
fatiety of the readers, put a flop to the publics 
tion, after an experiment of eighty number 
which were afterwards cQlle£led into an eight 
volume, perhaps more valuable than any or 
pf thofe that w^nt before it. Addifon pre 
4u^ed more than a fourth part ; and the othe 
|:(intribut6rs are by no means unworthy of ap 
pearing as his afTociates. The time that ha 
nailed during the fufpenfion of the SpeSlato 
though it had not leflened his power of h' 
mour, feems to have increafed his difpofiti 
to ferioufnefs : the proportion of his religic 
to his comic papers is greater than in the f 
^ner feriest 

The SpeGator^ from its recommenceir 
was publiihcd only three timc;s a week ; 
i^Q difcriminative maits were added to tli 
pers. To Addifon Tickell has afcribed tw 
three*. 

♦ Numb. 556. 557. 558, 559. 561. 56z. 565. 5 
369. 571. 574- 575- 579t S^o- S^^ 583. 5^4. 585. 5 
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The Spe^ator had many contributors; and 
Steele, whofe negligence kept him always in a 
hurry, when it was his turn to furnifh a paper, 
called loudly for the Letters, of which Addifon, 
whofe materials were more, made little ufe ; 
having recourfe to (ketches and hints, the pro- 
dud of his former ftudies, which he now re- 
viewed and completed : among thefe are named 
by Tickell the EJfays on tViU thofe on the 
Pleafures of the Imagination^ and the Criticifm 
on ATtlton. 

When the Houfe of Hanover took poffeffioa 

of the throne, it was reafonable to expeft that 

the zeal of Addifon would be fuitably rewarded. 

Before the arrival of King George, he was made 

fecretary to the regency, 'and was required by 

his office to fend notice to Hanover that the 

Qpeen was dead, and that the throne was va- 

<^ant. To do this would, not have been difficult 

^ any man but Addifon^ who was fo over- 

'^helmed with the greatnefs of the event, and 

fo diftrafted by choice of expreffion, that the 

J<irds, who could not wait for the niceties of 

^f iticifm, called Mr- Southwell, a clerk in the 

^oufe, and ordered him to difpatch the mef- 

f^ge, Southwell readily told what was ne- 

K 4 c^^^rj 
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ccflary in the common ftyle of bufinefs, and 
valued himfelf upon having done what was too 
hard for Addifon. 

He was better qualified for the Freeholder^ 
a paper which he publifhed twice a week, from 
Dec. 23, 17 15, to the middle of the next 
year. This was undertaken in defence of the 
eftabliflied government, fometimes with argu- 
ment, fometimes with mirth. In argument 
he had many equals ; but his humour was fin- 
gular and matchlefs. Bigotry itfelf muft be 
delighted with the Tory-Fox-hunter. 

There arc however fome ftrokcs lefs elegant, 
and lefs decent ; fuch as the Pretender's Jour- 
nal, in which pne topick of ridicule is his po- 
verty. This mode of abufe had been employed 
by Milton againft king Charles 11. 

**— — — — Jacohau 

** Centum e^culantis vifcera marfupii regis.** 

And Oldmixon delights to tell of fome alder- 
man of London, that he had more money than 
the exiled princes ; but that whigh might be 
cxpefted from Milton's favagenefs, or Old- 
rnixou's meannefs, was not fuitablc to the de- 
licacy of Addifoiu 
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Steele thought the humour of the Frahalder 
too nice and gentle for fuch noify times ; and 
is reported to have faid that the miniilry made 
ufe of a lute, when they fhould have called for 
atmmpet. 

This year (1716*) he married the countefs 
dowager of Warwick, whom he had fulicited 
by a very long and anxious courtlhip, perhaps 
with behaviour not very unlike that of Sir 
Roger to his difdainful widow; and who, I 
am afraid, diverted herfelf often by playing 
with his paffion. He is faid to have firft known 
her by becoming tutor to her fon f. *' He 
"formed," faid Tonfon, " the defign of get- 
" ting that lady, from the time when he was 
" firft recommended into the family." In what 
part of his life he obtained the recommenda- 
tion, or how long, and in what manner he 
lived in the family, I know not. His advances 
at firft were certainly timorous, but grew bolder 
as his reputation and influence increafed ; till 
at laft the lady was perfuaded to marry him, 
on terms much like thofe on which a Turkifli 
princefs is efpoufed, to whom the Sultan is re- 

♦ Auguft a* t Spence. 
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ported to pronounce, ** Daughter, 1 girc the 
*' this man for thy flavc." The marriage, i 
imcontradided report can be credited, made n< 
addition to his happinels ; it neidier fount 
them nor made them equaL She always re 
membered her own rank, and thought herfel 
entitled to treat with very little ceremony tb 
tutor of her fon. Rowe's baUad of the Defpair* 
ittg Sbepbard is faid to have been written, eitbei 
before or after marriage, upon this memoiabli 
pair ; and it is certain that Addifon has lefi 
behind him no encouragement for ambitioui 
love. 

The year after (1717), he rofe to his higbefl 
elevation, being made fecretary of ftate. Foi 
this employment he might be juftly fuppofed 
qualified by long prai^ice of bufinefs, and bj 
bis regular afcent through other offices ; but 
expedation is often difappointed ; it is uni- 
verially confefled that he was unequal to the 
/duties of his place. In the houfe of commons 
he could not fpeak, and therefore was ufelels 
to the defence of the goremment. In th« 
office, iays Pope *^ he coujd not ifliie an order 

♦ Spencou 

^\xhoal 
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without lofing his time in queft of fine expref- 
fions. What he gained in rank, he loll in 
credit; and, finding by experience his own 
inability, w^ forced to folicit bis difmiffion, 
with a penfion of fifteen hundred pounds a 
year. His friends palliated this relinquifli- 
mcnt, of which both friends and enemies 
knew the true reafon, with an account of de- 
dining healthy and the neceility of recefs and 
quiet, 

He now returned to his vocation, and began 
to plan literary occupations for his future life. 
He porpofed a tragedy on the death of Socrates ; 
iiftory of which, as Tickell remarks, the bafis 
is nanpw, and to which 1 know not how love 
could have been appended. There would how- 
ever have been no want either of virtue in tho 
icntiments, or elegance in the language. 

He engaged in a nobler work, a defence of 
Ac Chrifiian Religion^ of which part was pub- 
lifccd after his death ; and he defigned to have 
Jnadc a new poetical verfion of the Pfalms. 

Thefe pious compofitions Pope imputed *" to 
* felfifh motive, upon the credit, as he ownsf 

♦ Spence* 
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of Tonfon ; who having quarrelled with Addi 
fon, and not loving him, faid, that, when h 
laid down the fecretary's office, he intended 
to take orders, and obtain a bifhoprick; ** for,' 
faid he, "1 always thought him a prieft in hi 
** heart." 

That Pope fhould have thought this conjec- 
ture of Tonfon worth remembrance, is a proof 
but indeed fo fer as I have found, the onl) 
proof, that he retained fome malignity from 
their ancient rivalry. Tonfon pretended but 
to guefs it; no other mortal every fufpe&ed 
it ; and Pope might have reflected, that a man 
who had been fecretary of ftate, in the mini- 
ftry of Sunderland, knew a nearer way to a 
bifhoprick than by defending Religion, ortranf- 
bting the Pfalms. 

It is related that he had once a defign to 
make an Englifh Diftionary, and that he con- 
iidered Dr. Tillotfon as the writer of highcft 
authority. There was formerly fent to mc 
by Mr. Locker, clerk of the Leatherfellers 
Company, who was eminent for curiofity and 
literature, a coUeftion of examples fele&ed 
from Tillotfon's works, as Locker faid, by 
^ddifon. It came too late to be of ufe, fo I 
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infpeftcd it but flightly, and remember it in- 
diftinSly. I thought the paflages too fhort. 

Addifon however did not conclude his life 
in peaceful ftudies ; but relapfed, when he was 
near his end, to a political difpute. 

It fo happened that (1718-19) a controverfy 
was agitated wirh great vehemence between 
diofe friends of long continuance, Addifon and 
Steele. It may be alked, in the language of 
Homer, what power or what caufe could fet 
ftcm at variance. The fubjeft of their difputc 
was of great importance. The earl of Sunder- 
land propofed an aft called Thi Peerage Bill\ 
by which the number of P^ers fhould be fixed, 
and the king reftrained from any new creation 
of nobility, unlefs when an old family Ihould 
be cxtinft. , To this the lords would naturally 
^c; and the king, who was yet little ac-? 
quainted with his own prerogative, and, as is 
now well known, almofl indifferent to the pof- 
feffions of the Crown, had been perfuaded to 
confent. The only difficulty was found among 
the commons, who were not likely to approve 
the perpetual exclufion of themfelves and their 
poftcrity. The bill therefore was eagerly opy 

pofed. 
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pofed, Mid imong others by Sir Robert Wa] 
polc> whofe fpeech was publifhed. 

The lords might: think their dignity dimi 
hifhed by impix)pcr advaiicements, and parti 
cularly by the introduftion of twelve new peei 
kt once, to producie a majority of Tories in th 
laft reign ; an aft of iluthority violent enough 
yet certainly legalj And by no means to b 
tompsired with that contempt of national righi 
with which fome time afterwards, by the infti 
gation of Whiggiftn, the commons, chofei 
by the people for three years, chofe themfelvc 
for feven. But, whatever might be the difpo 
fition of the lords, the people had no wifti t 
increafe their power* The tendency of th 
bill, as Steele obferved in a letter to the earl o 
Oxford, was to introduce an Ariftocracy ; fb 
iSL majority in the houfe of lords, fo limited 
would have been defpotick and irrefiftible. 

To prevent this fubverfion of the ancien 
eftablifliment, Steele, whofe pen readily fe 
conded his political paffions, endeavoured t< 
alarm the nation by a pamphlet called The Pie 
beian ; to this an anfwer was publifhed by Ad 
difon, under the title of The Old ff'hig^ ii 
which it is not difcovered that Steele was ther 
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known to be the advocate for the commons. 
Steele replied by a fecond Plebeian ; and, whe- 
Act by ignorance or by courtefy, confined 
himfelf to his queftion, witllout any perfonal 
notice of his opponent. Notliing hitherto 
was committted againft the laws of friendfhip, 
or proprieties of decency ; but controvertifts 
cannot long retain their kindnefs for each other. 
The Old f^hig anfwcred the Pleheiafiy and could 
not forbear fomc contempt of ** little Dicky ^ 
whofe trade it was to write pamphlets." Dicky 
however did not lofe his fettled veneration for 
his friend ; but contented himfelf with quoting 
feme lines of Cato, which were at once detec- 
tion and reproof. The bill was laid afide dur- 
ing that fcffion, and Addifon died before the 
next, in which its commitment was re)e6ted by 
two hundred fixty-five to one hundred fcventy^ 
feven. 

Every reader furely mull regret that thefc 
two illuftrious friends, after fo many years paft 
in confidence and endearment, in unity of in- 
tcrcft, conformity of opinion^ and feliowfhip 
of ftudy, fliould finally part in acrimonious op- 
polition. Such a controverfy was, *' Bellum 
'* plufquam civile^'' as Lucan exprefles it. 
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Why could not faftion find other advocates 5 
But, among the uncertainties of the human 
ftate, we are doomed to number the inftability 
offriendfhip. 

Of this difpute 1 have little knowledge but 
from the Biograpbia Britannica. The Old Whig 
is not inferted io Addifon's works, nor is it 
mentioned by Tickell in his Life; why it was 
omitted, the biographers doubtlefs give the true 
reafon ; the faft was too recent, and thofe who 
had been heated in the contention were not yet 
cool. 

The neceffity of complying with times, and 
of fparing perfons, is the great impediment 
of biography. Hiftory may be formed from 
permanent monuments and records ; but Lives 
can only be written from perfonal knowledge, 
which is growing every day lefs, and in a Ihort 
time is loft for ever, What is known can 
feldom be immediately told ; and when it 
might be told, it is no longer known. The 
delicate features of the mind, tlie nice difcri- 
minattons of charafter, and tlie minute pecu- 
liarities of condnft, are foon obliterated ; and 
it is furcly better that caprice, obftinacy, fro- 
Jick, and folly, however they might delight in 



ADDISON. I4J 

the defcription, fhould be Clently forgotten, 
than that, by wanton merriment and unfeafon- 
able detedion, a pang fliould be given to a 
vriidow, a daughter, a brother, or a friend. 
As the procefs of thefe narratives is now bring- 
ing me among my contemporaries, 1 begin to 
feel myfelf *' walking upon alhes under which 
" the fire is not extinguilhed," and coming to 
the time of which it will be proper rather to 
fay " nothing that is falfe, than all that is 
"tnie." 

The end of this ufeful life was now ap- 
proaching. — Addifon had for fome time been 
opprefled by fhortnefs of breath, which was 
now aggravated by a dropfy; and, finding his 
clanger preffing, he prepared to die conformably 
to his own precepts and profeffions. 

During this lingering decay, he fent, as 
I^ope relates *, a meflage by the earl of War- 
wick to Mr. Gay, defiring to fee him. Gay, 
who had not vifited him for fome tirfie before, 
obeyed the fummons, and found himfelf re- 
ceived with great kindnefs. The purpofe for 
which the interview had been folicited Ww^s 

* Spcuce. 
Vox, III, L \Jft&^ 
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then difcovered. Addifon told hi^n that he had 
injured him ; but that, if he recovered, he would 
vecompenfe him. What the injury was he 
did not explain; nor did Gay ever know; 
but fuppofed that fome preferment deligned 
for him had» by Addifon's intervention, been 
V?ith-beld. 

hwA Warwick was a young man of very 
uregular life, and perhaps of loofe opinions* 
Addifon, for whom he did not want refjpeft, 
had very diligently endeavoured to reclaim him; 
hxkt his arguments and expofiulations had no 
Qffeit. One experiment, however, remained 
to be tried : when he found his life near its end,^ 
he direfted the young lord to be called ; and 
when be defired, with great tcndernefs, to hear 
his laft injunftions, told him, ^ I have fent 
^* for you that you may fee how a Chriftian can 
*> die.'* What effeft this awful fcene had on 
the earl, I know not ; he Ukewife died himfelf 
in a fhort time. 

In. Tickell's excellent Elegy on his friend 
are tliefe lines : 

He taught us how to live ; and, oh ! too high 
The price of knowledge^ taiTght iis how to die. 
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In which he alludes, as he told Dr. Young, to 
this moving ifttervicw. 

Having given dircftions to Ali*. Tickell foi^ 
the publication of his works, and dedicated 
dicm on his death-bed to his friend Mr. 
Crtggg, he died June 17, 1719, at Hoiland- 
hotife, leaving lio child but a daughter. 

Of his virtue it is a fufficient teftimorty, that 
fee refentment of party has tranfmitted nd 
chaige of any cirime. He was not one of 
Biofe who are praifed only after death ; for his 
merit was fo generally acknowledged, that 
Swift, having obferved that his cleftion paflcd 
without a conteft, adds, tliat, if he propbfed 
Wmfclf for king, he would hardly have been 
^fcd. 

His zeal for his party did not extinguifli his 
lindncfs for the merit of his opponents : when 
fewas fecretary in Ireland, he refufed to inter*-- 
inithis acquaintance with Swift. 

Of his habits, or external manners, nothing 
is fo often mentioned as that timorous or fuUen 
^iturnity, which his friends called modefty 
, ^ too mild a name. Steele mentions with 
great tendernefs " that remarkable baflifiilnefs, 
** which is a cloak that hides and muffles 
L 2, ** mtt\xr 
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V merit;*' and tells us, that "his abili 
** were covered only by modefty, which doul 
f* the beauties which are feen, and gives cr 
" and efteem to all that are concealed." C 
terfield affirms, that " Addifon was the i 
** timorous and aukward man that he ever fa 
And Addifon, fpeaking of his own defici< 
in converfation, ufed to fay of himfelf, t 
with refpeft to intelleftual wealth, ** he cc 
** draw bills for a thoufand pounds, thougl 
** had not a guinea in his pocket.'* 

That he wanted current coin for ready ] 
ment, and by that want was often obftru< 
and diftrefled ; that he was often oppreflec 
an improper and ungraceful timidity; e^ 
teftimony concurs to prove : but Chefterfic 
reprefentation is doubtlefs hyperbolical. 1 
man cannot be fuppofed very unexpert in 
arts of converfation and praftice of life, y 
without fortune or alliance, by his ufeful 
and dexterity, became fecretary of Hate ; 
who died at forty-feven, after having not c 
ftood long in the higheft rank of wit and ] 
rature, but filled one of the moft impor; 
offices of ftate* 
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The time in which he lived had reafon to 

lament his obftinacy of filence : *' for he was,'* 

fays Steele, ** above all men in that talent called 

" humour, and enjoyed it in fuch pcrfeftion, 

**tliat I have often reflefted, after a night 

"fpcnt with him apart from all the world, 

" that I had had the pleafure of convci-fing with 

** an intimate acquaintance of Terence and Ca- 

**tul]us, who had all their wit and nature, 

'* heightened with humour more exquifitc and 

" delightful than any other man ever poffeflcd." 

This is the fondnefs of a friend ; let us hear 

what is told us by a rival. *' Addifon's con- 

^*verfation *,** fays Pope, "had fomething 

'* in it more charming than I have found in 

**any other man. But this was only when 

•* familiar : before ftrangers, or perhaps a fingle 

*' ftranger, he preferved his dignity by a ftifF 

"filence." 

This modefty was by no means inconfiflent 
with a very high opinion of his own merit. 
He demanded to be the firft name in modern 
wit; and, with Steele to echo him, ufed to 
depreciate Dryden, whom Pope and Congrcvc 
^Irfcnded againft them t« There is no reafon 

# Spencc f Tonfoa and Speuce, 

JL 3 vo 
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to doubt that \it fuffercd too much pain fro 
the prevalence of Pope's poetical reputatioi 
nor is it without ftrong reafon fufpefted, tl 
by fome difingenuous afts he endeavoured 
pbftruft it ; Pope w^ not the onjy man vihi 
he infiduoufly injured, though the only man 
'Whom he could be afraid. 

His own powers were fuch as might have : 
ps6cd him with confcipus excellence. • 
very extenfive learning he has indeed given 
proofs. He feems to have had fm^ acquaii 
lince with the fciences, apd to haye read lit 
except Latin and French ; but of the Lai 
poets his Dialogues on Medals Ihcw that he b 
perufed the works with great diligence and flg 
The abundance of his own mind left him liti 
indeed of adventitious fentiments ; his witalwa 
could fuggeft what the occaiion demanded. I 
had read with critical eyes the important volun 
of hyman life, and knew the hcayt of in: 
from the depth? pf ftratagem to the furfece 
affeftation. 

What he knew he could eafily communica- 
^f This," fays Steele, *' was particular in tk 
f wfiter, that, when he had taken his refol 
f' tion, or made his ^Un for what he defigna 
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•* to write, -he would walk about a h)om, ttnd 
" didatcit into language with as much freedom 
" and cafe as any one could write it down, and 
^ attend to the coherence and grammar of what 
"hcdiftated/* 

Pope*, who can be lefs fufpefted of favour- 
ing his memory, declares that he wrote very 
flncndy, but Was flow and fcrupulous in cor* 
tcfting ; that many of his Speftators wer« 
written very faft, and fent immediately to the 
prcfs; and that it feemedto be for his advantage 
not to have time for much revifal. 

" He would alter," fays Pope, ** any thing 
**ta pleafe his friends, before publication ; 
'* but would not retotrch his pieces afterwards : 
*^and I believe not one word in Cato^ to 
" which I made an objeSion, was fuffered to 
*'ftand." 

The laft line of Cato is Pope's, having been 
Originally written 

And, oh ! 'twas thii that ended Cato*s life. 

l^ope might have made more objefHons to the 
fix concluding lines. In the firft couplet the 

* Spenco* 

L 4 'vox^'^ 
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words " from hence" are improper -, and the 
fccond line is taken from Dryden's Virgil. Of 
the next, couplet, the firft verfe, being included 
in the fecond, is tlierefore ufelefs ; and in the 
third Difcord is made to produce Strife. 

Of the cqurfe of Addifon's familiar day*, 
before his marriage, Pope has given a detail. 
He had in the lioufe with him Budgell, and 
perhaps Philips. His chief companions were 
Steele, Budgell, Philips, Carey, Davenant^ 
and colonel Brett. With one or other of thefc 
he always breakfafted. He ftudied all mornings 
then dined at a tavern ; and went afterwards to 
Button's. 

Button had been a fervant in the countefs a£" 
Warwick's family, who, under the patronage 
of Addifon, kept a coffee-houfe on the fouth 
fide of Ruffel-ftreet, about two doors fronai 
Coyent -garden. Here it was -that the wits 
of that time ufed to aflemble. It is faid, when 
Addifon had fufFered any vexation from tl:ie 
countefs, he withdrew the company from But- 
ton's houfe. 

* Spence. 

From 
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From the cofFee-houfe he went again to a ta- 
vern, where he often fat late, and drank too 
much wine. In the bottle, difcontent feeks 
for comfort, cowardice for courage, and bafli- 
fulncfs for confidence. It is not unlikely that 
Addifon was firft feduced to excefs by the 
manumiffion which he obtained from the fer- 
tile timidity of his fober hours. He that feels 
oppreffion from the prefence of tliofc to whom 
he knows himfelf fuperior, will defire to fet 
loofe his powers of converfation ; and who, 
Aat ever alked fuccours from Bacchus, was 
able to preferve himfelf from being enflaved 
by his auxiliary ? 

Among thofe friends it was that Addif<fn 
^fplaye4 the elegance of his colloquial accom- 
pliflimeuts, which may eafily be fuppofed fuch 
^ Pope reprefents them. The remark of Man- 
^ville, who, when he had pafled an evening 
^ his company, declared that he was a par- 
don in a tye-wig, can detraft little from his 
^harafter; he was always referved to ft ranger s> 
^d was not incited to uncommon freedom by 
* charafter like that of Mandeville. 

From any minute knowledge of his familiar 
'banners, tlie intervention of fixty years has 
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HOW debarred us. Steele once promifcd 
greve and the publick a complete dcfcript: 
his charafter ; but the promifcs of autho 
like the vows of lovers, Steele thoug 
more on his defign, or thought on it 
anxiety that at laft difgufted him, and 1( 
friend in the hands 6f Tickell. 

One flight lineament of his charafter 
has prefcrved. It was his praftice, wh 
found any man invincibly wrong, to 
his opinions by acquiefcence, and fink hi 
deeper in abfurdity. This artifice of mi 
was admired by Stella ; and Swift fecms t 
prove her admiration. 

His works will fupply fome inform; 
It appears from his various piftures oi 
world, that, with all his bafhfulnefs, h< 
converfed with many diftinft clafTes of 
had furvcyed their ways with very diliger 
(ervation, and marked with great acutene 
jcfFefts of different modes of life. He i 
man in whofe prefcnce nothing reprehe 
was out of danger ; quick in difceniing i 
ever was wrong or ridiculous, and not u 
ling to expofe it. ** There are," fays S 
^^m his writings^ mauy oblic\ue flrokcs- 
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*< feme of the wittieft men of the age." Hia 
delight was more to excite merriment than de- 
teftation; and he deteds follies rather than 
crimes. 

Ifany judgement be made, from his books, 
of his moral charafter, nothing will be found 
but purity and excellence. Knowledge of man- 
kind indeed, lefs extenfive than that of Addi- 
fon, will flicw, that to write, and to live, are 
?ery different. Many who praife virtue, do 
DO more than praife it. Yet it is reafonable to 
believe that Addifon's profeflions and prafticc 
were at no great variance, fince, amidft that 
ftorm of faftion in which moft of his life was 
paOfed, though his ftation made him confpicu- 
ous, and his aftivity made him formidable, the 
charafter given him by his friends was never 
contradi&ed by his enemies : of thofe with 
whom intereft or opinion united him, he had 
not only the efteem, but the kindnefs ; and of 
others, whom the violence of oppofition drov? 
^'inft him, though he might lofe the love, he 
retained the reverence. 

It is juftly obferved by Tiekell, that he em- 
ployed wit on the fide of virtue and religion; 
He not only made the proper wfe oi vj[\l \:^vEt- 
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felf, biit taught it to others ; and from his time 
it has been generally fubfcrvient to the caufe of 
reafon and of truth. He has diflipated the pre- 
judice that had long connefted gaiety with vice, 
and eafinefs of manners with laxity of princi- 
ples. He has reftored virtue to its dignity, and 
taught innocence not to be afhamed. This is 
an elevation of literary charafter, " above all 
** Greek, above all Roman fame.'* No greater 
felicity can genius attain than that of having 
purified intelleftual pleafure, feparated mirth 
from indecency, and wit from licentioufnefs ; 
of having taught a fucceffion of writers to 
bring elegance and gaiety to the aid of good- 
nefs ; and, if I may ufe expreffions yet more 
awful, of having ** turned many to righteouf- 
" ncfs." 

ADDISON, in his life, and for fomc 
time afterwards, was conlidered by the greater 
part of readers as fupremely excelling both in 
poetry and criticifm. Part of his reputation 
may be probably afcribed to the advancement 
of his fortune; when, as Swift obferves, he 
became a flatefman, and faw poets waiting at 
his levee f it was no worvdei XittX^t^ife was ac- 
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cumulated upon him. Much likewife may be 
more honourably afcribed to his pcrfonal cha- 
raSer: he who, if he had claimed it, might 
have obtained the diadem, was not likely to be 
denied the laurel. 

. But time quickly puts an end to artificial and 
accidental fame; and Addifon is to pafs through 
futurity prote&ed only by his genius. Every 
name which kindnefs or intereft once raifed too 
high is in danger, left the next age fhould, by 
the vengeance of criticifm, fink it in the fame 
proportion. A great writer has lately ftyled 
him *' an indifferent poet, and a worfe cri- 
•' tick." 

- His poetry is firft to be confidered ; of which 
it muft be confelled that it has not often thofe 
felicities of diftion which give luftre to fenti- 
nieiits, or that vigour of fentiment that ani- 
mates diftion : tliere is little of ardour, vehe- 
mence, or tranfport ; there is very rarely the 
awfulnefs of grandeur, and not very often the 
fplendour of elegance. He thinks juftly ; but 
he thinks faintly. This is his general charac- 
ter ; to which, doubtlefs, many fingle paflages 
will furnilh exceptions. 

Yet, 
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Yet, if he feldom reaches fupremc excel- 
lence, he rarely finks into duUnefs, and is ftill 
more rarely entangled in abfurdity. He did 
not truft his powers enough to be negligent* 
There is in moft of his compofitions a calm* 
nefs aind equability, deliberate and cautious, 
fonietimes with little that delights, but feldom 
with any thing that odends. 
. Of this kind feem to be his poetns to Dry* 
den, to Sommers, and to the King. His odd 
on St. Cecilia has been imitated by Pope, and 
has fpFDcthing in it of Dryden's vigour. Of 
his Account of tlie Englifti Poets, he ufed to 
fpeak as a " poor thing * ;'* but it is not 
worfe than his ufual ikrain. He has faid, 
not very judicioufly, in his charafler of 
Waller, 
Thy Tierfe could (bcw cv'ft Cromweffs innocence, 
And compliment the flornn that bore him heofce* 
O ! had thy Mufe not come an age too ibon, 
, But ieen great NafTau on the Briliih throne, 
How had his triumph glitter'd in thy page !— 

What is this but to fay, that he who could 
compliment Cromwell had been the proper 
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poet for king William ? Addifon, however^ 
never printed the piece. 

The Letter from Italy has been alwayi 
^raifed, but has never been praifed beyond its 
merit. It is more correft, with lefs appearance 
of kbour, and more elegant, with lefs ambi- 
tion of ornament, than any other of his 
poems. There is, however, one broken me- 
teor, of which notice may properly be 
taken: 

tir'd with that name— 
I bridle in my ftruggling Mufe with pain. 
That longs to launch into a wobler flrain. 

To bridle a goddefs is no very delicate idea ; but 
why muft fhe be bnidled? becaufe Ihe longs to 
launch ; an aft which was never hindered 
by a htidli : and whitber will fhe launch ? into 
a mhUr firainm She is in the firft line a harfe^ 
in the fecond a boat ; and the care of the poet 
is to keep his horje or his boat {vora Jinging. 

The next compofitiori is the far-famed Cam* 
paign, which Dr. Warton has termed a *' Ga- 
"zette in Rhyme," with harfhnefs not oftea 
tifed by the good -nature of his criticifm. Be- 
fotQ a ccnfure fo fevere is admitted, let us con- 
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fider that War is a frequent fubjeft of Poetrv, 
and then enquire who has defcribed it with 
more juftnefs and force. Many of our own 
writers tried their powers upon this year of 
viftory : yet Addifon's is confefledly the beft 
performance ; his poem is the work of a man 
not blinded by the duft of learning ; his images 
are not borrowed merely from books. The 
fuperiority which he confers upon his hero is 
not perfonal prowefs, and *' mighty bone,** 
but deliberate intrepidity, a calm command 
of his paffions, and the power of confulting 
his own mind in the midft of danger. The 
rejeftion and contempt of fiftion is rational 
and manly. 

It may be obferved that the laft line is imi- 
tated by Pope : 

MarlbVough's exploits appear divinely bright— 

Rais'd of themfelves their genuine charms they 
boaO, 

And thole, that paint them trueft, praiCethemmofl. 

This Pope had in his thoughts; but, not know- 
ing how to ufe what was not his own, he 
fpoiled the thought when he had borrowed it : 

The 
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The well-fung woes fliall foothe my ghoft ; 
He bed can paint them who fliall feel them mod. 

Martial exploits may be painted, perhaps woes 
may be painted : but tliey arc furclv not painted 
by being well-fung: it is not eafy to paint in 
fong, or to ling in colours. 

No paflage in the Campaign has been more 
often mentioned than the fimile of the Ange!, 
which is faid in the Tatler to be ** one of the 
" nobleft thoughts that ever entered into the 
" heart of man,*' and is therefore >vorthy of 
attentive confideration. Let it be firfl enquired 
whether it be a fimile, A poetical fimilc is the 
difcovery of likenefs between two aftions, in 
their general nature diffimilar, orof caufes ter- 
minating by different operations in fome re- 
femblance of efFeft. Rut the mention of ano- 
ther like confequence from a like caufe, or of 
a like performance by a like agency, is not 
a fimile, but an exemplification. It is not a 
fimile to fay that the Thames waters fields, as 
tlie Po waters fields ; or that as Hecla vomits 
flames in Iceland, fo ./Etna vomits flames in 
Sicily. When Horace fays of Pindar, that he 
pours his violence and rapidity of verfe, as 
Vol. III. . M ?. 
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a river fwoln with raia rufhes from the moun* 
tain ; or of himfelf, that his genius waiiders ir 
queft of poetical decorations, as the bee wan 
ders to coUeft honey ; he, in either cafe, pro 
duces a fimile ; the mind is imprefled with th 
refemblahce of things generally unlike, as un 
like as intelleft and body. But if Pindar ha 
been defcribed as writing with the copioufncj 
and grandeur of Homer, or Horace had tol 
that he reviewed and finished his own poetr 
with the fame care as Ifocrates poliflied hi 
orations, inftead of Cmilitude, he would havf 
exhibited almoft identity ; he would have given 
the fame portiaits with different names. In 
the poem now examined, when the EngliA 
are reprefented as gaining a fortified pafs, by 
repetition of attack and perfeverance of refolu- 
tion ; their obftinacy of courage and vigour of 
onfet is well illuftrated by the fea that breakSr 
with inceflant battery, the dikes of Holland. 
This is a fimile: but when Addifon, having 
celebrated the beauty of Marlborough's perfon, 
tells us, that " Achilles thus was formed witlv 
*' every grace," here is no fimile, but a mere 
exemplification. A fimile may be compared 
to lines converging at a point, and is more cx- 

cdlent 
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cdlentas tht lines approach from greater dlf^ 
tincc: an exemplification may be conddered 
tt two parallel lines, which run on together 
^out approximation, never fiur feparated^ 
j uid ncFcr joined. 

Uadborough is fo like die angel in tlic poem> 

^tfae adioD of both is almoft the fame, and 

fnfbimcd by both in die fame manner. Marl- 

Wwgh " teaches the batde to rage;" the an- 

©1 " dircfts the ftorm :'' Marlborough is 

^unmoved in peaceful thought;'* the angel 

* '^calm and fcrene ;'* Marlborough ftands 

^'unmoved amidft the (hock of hofts;" the an- 

^ rides ** calm in die whirlwind.** The lines 

^ Marlborough are juft and noble ; but the 

^Ic gives almoft the fame images a fecond 

tune. 

But perhaps this thought, though hardly a 
**fiile, was remote from vulgar conceptions, 
^ required great labour of refearch, or dex- 
Wty of application. Of diis. Dr. Madden, 
* name which Ireland ought to honour, once 
&VC me his opinion. *' If I had fet," faid he 
**tcn fchool-boys to write on die batde of 
^'Blenheim, and eight liad brought me die 
** Angel, 1 Ihould not have been furprifed.** 
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The opera of Rofamond, though it 
dom mentioned, is one of the firft of Ad 
compofitions. The fubjeft is well < 
the fiftion is pleafing, and the praife of 
borough, for which the fcene gives an o] 
nity, is, what perhaps every human ex( 
muft be, the produft of good-luck in 
by genius. The thoughts are fometime 
and fometim'es tender ; the verfification 
and gay. There is doubtlefs fome ad 
in the Ihortnefs of the lines, which t 
little temptation to load with expletive e 
The dialogue feems commonly better tl 
fongs. The two comic charafters of Sir 
and Grideline, though of no great val 
yet fuch as the poet intended. Sir 1 
account of the death of Rofamond is, I 
too grofsly abfurd. The whole drama 
and elegant ; engaging in its procef 
pleafing in its conclufion. If Addifon h 
tivated the lighter parts of poetry, he 
probably have excelled. 

The tragedy of Cato, which, cont 
the rule obferved in felefli ng the w< 
other poets, has by the weight of its cl 
forced its way into the late coUeftion, 
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queftionably the nobleft produftion of Acldi- 
fcn's genius. Of a work fo much read, it is 
difficult to fay any thing new. About things 
on which the publick thinks long, it commonly 
attains to think right , and of Cato it has been 
iwtimjuftly determined, tliat it is rather a poem 
in dialogue than a drama, rather a fucccfiion 
rfjuftfentiments in elegant language, than a 
ttprefentation of natural afFeftions, or of any 
fate probable or poffible in human life. No- 
ting here ** excites or afluages emotion :'* 
kcre is ** no magical power of raifing phan- 
"taftick terror or wild anxiety." The events 
^ expefted without folicitude, and are re- 
Jflembered without joy or forrow. Of the 
agents we have no care : we confide r not what 
they are doing, or what they are fufFering ; we 
wifli only to know what they have to fay, 
Cato is a being above our folicitude ; a man of 
whom the gods take care, and whom we leave 
totlieir care with heedlefs confidence. To the 
Kft, neither gods nor men can have much at- 
tention; for there is not oneamongft them that 
ftrongly attrafts either afFeftion or efteem* 
But they are made the vehicles of fuch fenti- 
nients and fuch expreffion, that there is fcarcely 

M 3 2t^C^Vi^ 
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a fcene in the play which the reader does not 
wifh to imprefs upon his memory. 

When Cato was fliewn to Pope *, he ad- 
▼ifed the author to print it, withoirt any thea- 
trical exhibition ; fuppofing that it would be 
tead more favourably than heard. Addifon 
declared himfelf of the fame opinion ; but irrged 
the importunity of his friends for its appearance 
on the ftage. The emulation of parties made 
it fuccefsful beyond expeftation, and its fuc* 
cefs has introduced or confirmed among us the 
ufe of dialogue too declamatory, of unaffc£ling 
elegance, and chill philofophy. 

The univerfality of applaufe, however it 
tnight quell the cenfure of common mortals, 
had no other efFeft than to harden Dennis in 
fixed diflike ; but his diflike was not merely 
capricious. He found and fhewed many faults; 
he fhewed them indeed with anger, but he 
found them with acutenefs, fuch as ought 
to refcue his criticifm from oblivion ; though, 
at laft, it will have no other life than it de- 
rives from the work whiqh it endeavours to 
ppprefs. 
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"Why he pays no regard to the opinion of 
At audiencei he gives his reafon, by remark- 
ingy that 

•* A deference is to be paid to a general ap* 
'* planfe, when it appears that that applaufc is 
*' natural and fpontaneous ; but that little regard 
" is to be had to it, wGcn it is afFefted and 
*• artificial. Of all the tragedies which in his 
** memory have had vaft and violent runs, not 
** one has been excellent, few have been tp- 
** lerable, moft have been fcandalous. When 
** a poet writes a tragedy, who knows he has 
"jadgcment, and who feels he has genius, 
** that poet prefumes upon his own merit, and 
" fcorns to make a cabal. That people come 
*• cooUy to the representation of fuch a tragedy, 
" without any violent expeftation, or dehifive 
.** imagination, or invincible prepoffeffion ; that 
" fuch an audience is liable to receive the im- 
" prcffions which the poem fhall naturally 
" make on them, and to judge by their own 
" reafon, and their own judgements, and that 
** reafon and judgement are calm and ferene, 
*'not formed by nature to make profelytes, 
" and to controul and lord it over the imagina- 
** tions of others. But that when zxi ^Axthot 
M 4 ^^ >«t\\s.% 
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*' writes a, tragedy, who knows he has neither 
** genius nor judgement, he has recourfe to the 
** making a party, and he endeavours to make 
*' up in induftry what is wanting in talent, 
*' and to fupply by poetical craft the abfence of 
*' poetical art: that fuch an author is humbly 
" contented to raife* men's paifions by a plot 
*' without doors, fince he defpairs of doing it 
** by that which he brings upon the ftage. 
** That party and paffion, and prepofleffion, 
** are clamorous and tumultuous things, and fo 
** much the more claniorous and tumultuous 
** by how much tjie miore erroneous : that they 
** domineer and tyrannize over the imagina- 
** tions of perfons who want judgement, and 
** fometimes too of thofe who have it ; and, 
*' like a fierce and outrageous torrent, bear 
** down all oppofition before them.'* 

He then condemns tlie negleft of poetical 
juftice; which is always one of his favourite 
principles. 

*' 'Tis certainly the duty of every tragick 
** poet, by the exaft diftribution of poetical 
** juilice, to imitate the Divine Difpenfation, 
^* and to inculcate a particular Providence, 
^' 'Xis true, indeed, upon the ftage of the 
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** world, the wicked fometimes profper, and 
" the guiltlefs fufFer. But that is permitted by 
** the Governor of the world, to fhew, from 
** the attribute of his infinite juftice, that tliere 
** is a compenfation in futurity, to prove the 
•* immortality of tlie human foul, and the cer* 
" tainty of future rewards and punifhments. 
" But the poetical perfons in tragedy exift nD 
•* longer than the reading, or the reprefenta- 
" tion ; tlie whole extent of their entity is 
** circumfcribed by thofe ; and therefore, dur- 
** ing that reading or reprefcntation, according 
" to their merits or demerits, they muft be 
" puniflied or rewarded. If this is not done, 
" there is no impartial diftribution of poetical 
*' juftice, no inftruftive lefturc of a particular 
** Providence, and no imitation of the Divine 
" Difpenfation, And yet the author of this 
** tragedy does not only run counter to this, 
** in the fate of his principal charafter ; but 
" every where, throughout it, makes virtue 
*' fufFer, and vice triumph : for not only Cato 
*' is vanquifhed by Csefar, but the treachery and 
** perfidioufnefs of Syphax prevail over thehoneft 
" fimpHcity and the credulity of Juba; and the 
"' fly fubtlcty and diflimulation of Pom^^ on^^ 
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<* the gcncFous fnintocfs and open-heartcdnefs 
"ofMarcias." 

Whatever pleafure there may be in feeing 
€nmcs puniihed and virtue rewarded, yet, fince 
wkkednefs often prc^pers in real Hfb; the poet 
is certainly at liberty to give it profperity on 
the ftage* For if poetry has an imitation of 
vealky, how are its bws broken by exhibiting 
the worW in its true form i The Stage may 
kmstmtss gratify our wifhes; but, if it be truly 
the ** mirror of hfe^* it ought to fhervr us 
ibmetimes what weare to expo£i. 

Dennis objects to the charadcrs,. thai they are 
not natural, or reafonabie ; bat as heroes and 
heroines are not beings that are feen every day, 
it is hard to find upon what principles their 
conduft fhall be tried* It is,, however, not 
ufelefs to confider what be £iys of the manner 
in which Cato receives the account of hh lbft*s 
death. 

'' Nor is the grief of Cato, in the fourth aft, 
^^ one jot more in nature than that of his-fon 
^' and Lucia in the thifd. Cato receives the 
'^ news of his fbn's death not ocily with dry 
^^ eyes, but with a fort of fetis&ftion ; and 
'' in tbc fsaoc page (beds tears for the cabmity 
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<< of his country, and does the fame thing in 

" the next page upon the bare apprchf nfion of 

*• the danger of his friends. Now, fince the 

** love of one's country is the love of one's 

«* countrymen, as I have ihewn upon another 

** occalion, I defire to aik thefe qucftions : Of 

•* all our countrymen, which do we love moft, 

•• thofe whom we know, or thofc whom we 

" know not ? And df thofe whom wc know, 

*• which do we cherifh moft, our frif nds or our 

•* enemies ? And of our friends, which are the 

** deareft to us, thofe who are related to us, 

•* or thofe who are not > And of ail our rela- 

•• tions, for which have we moft tenderncfs, 

•* for thofe who are near to us, or for thofo 

•* who are remote ? And of our near relations, 

*• which are the neareft, and confequently the 

•* deareft to us, our offspring or others ? Our 

•* offspring, moft certainly ; as nature, or in 

•• other words Providence, has wifely contrived 

** for the prefcrvation of mankind. Now, does 

" it not follow, from what has been faid, that 

**for a man to receive the news of his fon's 

** death with dry eyes, and to weep at the fame 

" time for the calamities of his country, is a 

** wretched affcflation, and a mifetabte \t«.o\\- 
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** fiftency ? Is not that, in plain Englifli, to 
** receive with dry eyes the news of the deaths 
** of thofe for whofe fake our country is a name 
*^ fo dear to us, and at the fame time to fhed 
*' tears for thofe for whofe fakes our country is 
" not a name fo dear to us ?'* 

But this formidable affailant is lefs refiftible 
when he attacks the probabiUty of the aftion, 
and the reafonablenefs of the plan. Every cri- 
tical reader muft remark, tliat Addifon has, 
with a fcrupulofity almoft unexampled on the 
Englifh ftage, confined himfelf in time to a 
fingle day, and in place to rigorous unity. 
The fcene never changes, and the whole aftion 
of the play paffes in the great hall of Cato's 
houfe at Utica. Much therefore is done in the 
hall, for which any other place had been more 
fit ; and this impropriety affords Dennis many 
hints of merriment, and opportunities of 
triumph. The paflage is long; but as fuch 
difquifitions are not common, and the objec- 
tions are Ikilfully formed and vigoroufly urged, 
thofe who delight in critical controverfy will 
not think it tedious. 

'* Upon the departure of Fortius, Sempro- 
^' nius makes but one fQliloc\uy, and imi^e- 
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** diately in comcS Syphax, and then the two 
** politicians are at it immediately. They lay 
** their heads together, with their fnufF-boxes 
" in their hands, as Mr. Bayes has it, and 
** feague it away. But, in the midft of that 
** wife fcene, Syphax feems to give a feafonable 
** caution to Sempronius : 

*« Sjffb. But 18 it true, Sempronius, that your fe- 

** nate 
** Is callM together ? Gods ! thou muft be cautious ; 
** Cato has piercing eyes, 

** There is a great deal of caution fhewn indeed, 
*' in meeting in a governor's own hall to carry 
** on their plot againft him. Whatever opi- 
" nion they have of his eyes, I fuppofe 
** tliey had none of his ears, or they would 
*' never have talked at this foolilh rate fo 
" near*: 

** Gods ! thou muft be cautious. 

" Oh ! yes, very cautious : for if Cato fhould 
** overhear you, and turn you off for politic. 
" cians, Ccefar would never take you ; no, 
" Caefar would never take you. 

" When 
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" When Cato, Aft II. turns the kditm 

** ontof the hall, upon pretence of acquainting 

•* Juba with the refult of their debates, he ap* 

** pears to me to do a thing which is ncitkcf 

^ neafonable nor civil. Juba aiight certainly 

** have better been made acquainted with the 

*' refult of that debate in fonae private apart»e»t 

*' of the palace. But the poet was driven upon 

** this abfurdity to make way for another; and 

** tliat is, to give Juba an opportunity to de- 

** mand Marcia of her father. But the quarrel 

** and rage of Juba and Syphax, in the fame 

** Aft, the inveftives of Syphax againft the 

** Romans and Cato ; the advice that he gives 

^* Juba, in her fether's hall, to bear awaf 

** Marcia by force ; and his brutal and damor- 

** ous rage upon his refufal, and at a time when 

** Cato was fqarce out of fight, and perhaps 

** not out of hearing, at leaft, fome of his 

** guards or domefticks muft neceflarily be fup- 

'* pofed to be within hearing ; is a thing that is 

*' fo far from being probable, that it is hardly 

*♦. poffible. 

** Sempronius, in the fecond Aft, cooies 
** b^ck once more in the fame morning to the 

** governor's 
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^ govemor't hall, to ourry on the coafpiracy 

** with Syphax againft tlie goveraory his coun- 

^ trj9 and his family ; which is fo ilupid, that 

"it i« below the wifdom of the O — 's, the 

" Mac's, and the Teaguc's ; even Euftace 

^ Cbmmins bioafelf would never have gone ta 

^ Juftioe-faallv to have confpired againft the 

^ gwenunent. If officers at Portfmouth fliould 

•*by their heads together, in order to the 

" carrying ofF* J — G — '« niece or daughter, 

" would they meet in J — G — 's hall, to carry 

** on that confpiracy ? There would be no 

** neceffity for their meeting there, at leaft til! 

^ they came to the execution of their plot, be- 

^ caafe there would be other places to meet in* 

"There would be no probability that they 

''ihould meet there, becai^e there would be 

•s " places more private and more commodious. 

•3 "Now there ought to be nothing in a tra- 

"gical adion but what is neceflary or pro- 
**bable. ' 

* The perfon meant by the initials J. G. is Sir John Gibfon, 
Iteotenaut Governor of Portfmouth in the year 1 7 ic, and aftcr- 
:S ^^arts. He was much beloved in tiie army, and by- the common 

3C ^en called Johniy Git/My H. 

** But 



/ 
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" But treafon is not tlie only thing that is 
** carried on in this hall ; that, and love, and 
** philofophy, take their turns in it, without 
** any manner of neceflity or probability occa- 
** lioned by the aftion, as duly and as regularly, 
** without interrupting one another, as if there 
** were a triple league between them, and a 
** mutual agreement that each fhould give place 
*' to and make way for the other, in a due and 
** orderly fucceffion. 

" We now come to the third Aft. Sempro- 
** nius, in this Aft, comes into the governor's 
*' hall, with the leaders of tlie mutiny t but as 
** foon as Cato is gone, Sempronius, who 
*' but juft before had a&ed like an unparal- 
** lel'd knave, difcovers himfelf, like an egre- 
*' gious fool, to be an accomplice in the con- 
** fpiracy. 

** Semf. Know, villains, when fuch paltry flaves 

prefume 
** To mix in treafon, if the plot fucceeds, 
•* I hey're thrown negleded by ; but, if it fails, 
«' They're lure to die like dogs, as you fliall do. 
*' Here, take thefe fadious inonfters, drag them 

' *' forth 
*» To fudden death — 
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** *Tis true, indeed, the fccand leader fays, 
" there are none there but friends ; but is that 
" poifible at fuch a junfture? Can a parcel of 
" rogues attempt to aflaflinate the governor of a 
"town of war, in his own houfe, in mid-day, 
" and, after they are difcovered and defeated, 
*'can there be none near them but friends? 
*• Is it not plain from thefe words of Sempro- 
•' nius, 

" Here, take thefc fadtious monflers, drag them 

«* forth 
** To fudden death — 

** and, from the entrance of the guards upon the 
"word of command, that thofc guards were 
"within ear-fhot? Behold Sempronius then 
"palpably difcovered. How comes it to pafs, 
"tlien, that, inftead of being hanged up with 
" the reft, he remains fccure in the governor's 
**hail,- and there cgirrics on his confpiracy 
"againft the government, the thiid time in the 
**&me day, with his old comrade Syphax, 
" who enters at the fame time that the guards 
" are carrying away the leaders, big witli the 
" news of the defeat of Sempronius ; though 
" where he had his intelligence fo foon is diffi- 
VoL. III. N '' cxAx. 
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*' cult to imagine ? And now the reader ma^ 
** expeft a very extraordinary fcene : there i 
** not abundance of fpirit indeed, nor a grea 
** deal of paffion, but there is wifdom mor 
'* than enough to fupply all defefts. 
** Syfh. Our firft defign, my friend, has proved 

** abortive ; 
** Still there remains an after-game to play : 
«* My troops are mounted, their Numidian flecc 
** Snuflf up the winds, ^nd long to fcour the defart 
** Let but Sempronius lead us in our flight, 
«' We'll force the gate, where Marcus keeps hi 

*' guard, 
** And hew downall that would oppofe ourpaffage 
** A day will bring us into Caefar's camp. 
** ^mp* Confufion ! I have fail'd of half m 

** purpofe ; 
** Marcia, the charming Marcia's left behind. 

*' Well! but though he tells us the half pur 
** pofe he ha§ failed of, he does not tell us th 
*' half that he has carried. But what does h 
*' mean by 

*' Marcia, the charming Marcia's left behind? 

** He is now in her own houfe ; and we hay- 
•* neither fcen her nor heard of her any wher 

«elf 
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*' lelfe fince the play began. But now let us 
*' hear Syphax : 

" What hinders then, but that you find her out, 
•' And hurry her away by manly force ? 

" But what does old Syphax mean by finding 
** her out ? They talk as if Ihc were as hard 
" to be found as a hare in a frofly morning. 

*^ Semp. But bow to gain admifHon ! 

"Oh! flie is found out then, it feems. 

** But how to gain admiffion ! for accefs 

*' Isgiv'nto none, but Juba and her brothers. 

" But, raillery apart, why accefs to Juba? For 
" he was owned and received as a lover neither 
** by the father nor by the daughter. Well ! 
"but let that pafs. Syphax puts Scmpronius 
** out of pain immediately; and, being a Nu- 
" midian, abounding in wiles, fupplies him 
**with a ftratagem for admiffion, that, 1 be- 
" lieve, is a non-pareillc : 

" Sj-pb. Thou flialt have Juba's drefs, and Juba's 

** guards ; 
** The doors will open, when Numidia's prince 
** Seems to appear before them. 

N 2 '* Scm^\Q\\\xi^ 
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'* Sempronius is, it feems, to pafs for Juba 
" in full day at Cato's houfe, where they were 
** both fo very well known, by having Juba's 
*' drefs and his guards ; as if one of the mar- 
** fhals of France could pafs for the duke of 
" Bavaria, at noon-day dt Verfailles, by hav- 
** ing his drefs and liveries. But how does 
** Syphax pretend to help Sempronius to young 
** Juba's drefs ? Does he ferve him in a double 
** capacity, as general and mafter of his ward- 
'* robe ? But why Juba's guards ? For the devil 
*' of any guards has Juba appeared with yet. 
*' "Weill though this is a mighty politick in- 
*' vention, yet, methinks, they might have 
*' done without it: for, fince the advice that 
*^ Syphax gave to Sempronius was, 

" To hurry her away by manly force, 

'' ill ray opinion, the (horteft and likelieft way 
*' of coming at the lady was by demolifhing, 
" inftcad of putting on an impertinent difguife 
*' to circumvent two or three (laves. But Sem- 
*' pronius, it feems, is of another opinion. 
'* He extols to the Ikies the invention of old 
*' Syphax : 

<* Simprt Hcaveivft I what a thought was there I 
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'* Now I appeal to the reader, if I have not 
" been as good as my word. Did I not tell 
**hira, tliat I would lay before him a very 
** wife fcene ? 

" But now let us lay before tlie reader that 
" part of the fcenery of the Fourth Aft, which 
" may fhew the abfurdities which the author 
** has run into, through the indifcreet obferv- 
** ance of the Unitv of Place, I do not re- 
" member that Ariftotle has faid any thing ex- 
" prefsly concerning the Unity of Place. 'Tis 
"true, implicitly he has faid enough in the 
** rules which he has laid down for the Chorus. 
" For, by making the Chorus an eflential part 
** of Tragedy, and by bringing it on the ftage 
** immediately after the opening of the fcene, 
** and retaining it there till the very cataflro- 
" phe, he has fo determined and fixed the place 
" of a£^ion, that it was impoffible for an au- 
" thor on the Grecian ilage to break through 
" that unity. I am of opinion, that if a mo- 
" dern tragick poet can preferve the unity of 
** place, without deftroying the probability of 
** the incidents, 'tis always beft for him to do 
" it; beCaufe, by the p^efervation of that unity 
" as we have taken notice above, he adds grace, 
N 3 "'' ^v.\ 
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** and cleannefs, and comelinefs, to tlie repre- 
*' fentation. But fince there are no exprefs 
** rules about it, and we are under no compul- 
** fion to keep it, fince we have no Chorus as 
** the Grecian poet had ; if it cannot be pre- 
** ferved, witliout rendering the greater part of 
** the incidents unreafonable and abfurd, and 
** perhaps fometimcs monftrous, 'tis certainly 
*' better to break it. 

*• Now comes bully Sempronius, comically 
** accoutred and equipped with his Numidian 
*' drefs and his Numidian guards. Let the 
♦* reader attend to him with all his ears ; for the 
*' words of the wife are precious : 

" Sempr. The deer is lodg'd, I've track'd her to 
** her covert. 

** Now I would fain know why this deer is 
** faid to be lodged, fince we have not heard 
** one word, fince the play began, of her being 
** at all out of harbour : and if we confider the 
*' difcourfe with which fhe and Lucia begin tlie 
*' Aft, we have reafon to believe that they had 
** hardly been talking of fuch matters in the 
*' ttreet. However, to pleafure Sempronius, let 

*' us 
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*^ us fuppofc, for once, that the deer is 
** lodged : 

•* The deer is lodgM, I've track'd her to her covert. 

** If he had feen her in the open field, what 
•• occafion had he to track her, when he Iiad 
*• fo many Numidian dogs at his heels, which, 
** with one halloo, he might have fet upon 
" her haunches ? If he did not fee her in the 
" open field, how could he poffibly track her ? 
" If he had feen her in tlie ftreet, why did he 
" not fet upon her in the ftreet, fince through 
"the ftreet Ihe muft be carried at laft? Now 
" here, inftead of having his tlioughts upon 
** his bufinefs, and upon the prefent danger ; 
" inftead of meditating and contriving how he 
** fliali pafs with his miftrefs through the 
" fouthern gate, where her brother Marcus is 
** upon the guard, and where he would cer- 
** tainly prove an impediment to him, which 
** is the Roman word for the baggage ; inftead 
" of doing this, Sempronius is entertaining 
** himfelf with whimiies : 

" Sempr. How will the young Numidian rave, to fee 
" His miftrefs loft I If aught could glad my foul, 
•* Beyond th* enjoyoaent of fo bright a prize, 

N 4 '' 'T^jcixxV^ 
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** 'Twould be to torture that young gay Barbarian, 
** But hark ! what noife ? Death to my hopes* 

** 'tis he, 
«* 'Tis Juba's felf ! There is but one way left ! 
** He mud be murder'd, and a pafTage cut 
♦* Through thofe his guards. 

** Pray, what are * thofe his guards ?' I 
*' thought at prefent, that Juba's guards had 
*' been Sempronius^s tools, and had been dang- 
** ling after his heels. 

** But now let us fum up all thefe abfurdi- 
" tics together. Sempronius goes at noon-day, 
** in Juba's cloaths, ^nd witli Juba's guards, 
** to Cato's palace, in order to pafs for Juba, 
*' in a place where they were both fo very well 
** known: he meets Juba there, and refolves 
** to murder^him with his own guards. Upon 
*' the guards appearing a little baflxful, he 
** threatens them : 

•* Hah ! Daftards, do you tremble ! 

*« Or aft like men, or by yon azure heav'n ! 

** But die guards ftill remaining reftive, Sem- 
♦' pronius himfelf attacks Juba, while e?ch of 
^^ the guards is reprefenting Mr. Speftator's 
** %n of the Gaper, awed, it fteais> and terri- 

"fied 
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** fied by Semproniiis's threats. Juba kills 
** Sempronius, and takes his own army pri- 
*' foners, and carries them in triumph away to 
*' Cato. Now I would fain know, if any 
** part of Mr. Bayes's tragedy is fo full of ab- 
** furdity as this ? 

** Upon hearing the clafh of fwords, Lucia 
*' and Marcia come in. The queftion is, why 
" no men come in upon hearing the noife of 
" fwords ill the governor's hall ? Where was 
** die governor himfelf ? Where were his guards ? 
** Where were his fervants ? Such an attempt 
" as this, fo near the perfon of a governor of a 
*' place of war, was enough to alarm the whole 
" garrifon : and yet, for almoft half an hour 
** after Sempronius was killed, we find none 
" of thofe appear, who were the likelieft in the 
" world to be alarmed ; and the noife of fwords 
" is made to draw only two poor women thi- 
** ther, who were moft certain to run away 
** from it. Upon Lucia and Marcia's coming 
*' in, Lucia appears in all the fymptoms of an 
** hyfterical gentlewoman : 

*' iwf. Sure 'twas the clafh of fwords ! my trour 

" bled heart 
** Is fo caft down, and funk amidfl its forrows, 
" It throbs with fear, and akes at e\er^ fo\xtv^\ 
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** And immediately her old whimfy return^ 
*' upon her : 

** O Marcia, fhould thy bnothers, for my fake — 
*• I die away with horror at the thought. 

** She fancies that there can be no cutting-of- 
** throats, but it muft be for her. If this is 
" tragical, I wouid fain know what is comicah 
** Well ! upon this they fpy the body of Sem- 
** pronius ; and Marcia, deluded by the habit, 
" it feems, takes him for Juba ; for, fays 
**lhe, 

*' The face is muffled up within the garment. 

** Now how a man could fight, and fall with 
^* his face muffled up in his garment, is, I 
^* thii"kk, a little hard to conceive ! Befides, 
** Juba, before he killed him, knew him to be 
** Sempronius. It was not by his garment that 
^' he knew this; it was by his face then : his 
** face therefore was not muffled. Upon feeing 
** this man with his muffled face, Marcia falls 
** a-raving; and, owning her paffion for the 
** fuppofed defund, begins to make his fu- 
** ncral oration. Upon which Juba enters 
** Jiftening, I fuppofe on tip-toe : for I cannot 

'•*' vcKwij.ue 
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" imagine how any one can enter liftenlng, in 
*' any other pofture. I would fain know how 
" it came to pafs, that during all this time he 
" had fent nobody, no not fo much as a candle- 
" fnufFer, to take away the dead body of Sem- 
"pronius. Well ! but let us regard him 
" liftening. Having left his apprehcnfion be- 
" hind him, he, at firft, applies what Marcia 
" fays to Sempronius. But finding at laft, with 
*' much ado, that he himfelf is the happy man, 
" he quits his eve-dropping, and difcovers him- 
" felf juft time enough to prevent his being 
" cuckolded by a dead man, of whom the mo- 
" ment before he had appeared fo jealous ; and 
" greedily intercepts the blifs, which was fondly 
-" defigned for one who could not be the better 
" for it. But here I muft a& a queftion : 
** how comes Juba to liftcn here, who had not 
** liftened before throughout the play ? Or, 
•' how comes he to be the only perfon of this 
" tragedy who liftens, when love and treafon 
" were fo often talked in fo publick a place as 
** a hall ? I am afraid the author was driven 
** upon all thefe abfurdities only to introduce 
" this mifcrable miftake of Marcia, which, 
*' after all, is much below the dignity of tra- 
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** gedy, as any thing is which is the effeft or 
*| refult of trick. 

" But let us come to the fcenery of the Fifth 
** Aft. Cato appears firft upon the fcene» 
** fitting in a thoughtful pofture ; in his hand 
** Plato's treatife on the Immortalitv of tlic 
•• Soul, a drawn fword on the table by him. 
** Now let us confider the place in which this 
* * fight is prefented to us. The place, forfooth, 
" is a long hall. Let us fuppofe, that any one 
^* fhould place himfelf in this pofture, in the 
** midft of one of our halls in London ; that 
** he Ihould appear folm^ in a fullen pofture, 
" a drawn fword on the table by him ; in his 
*' hand Plato's treatife on tlie Immortality of 
" the Soul, tranflated lately by Bernard Lintot: 
** I defire the reader to confider, whether fuch 
** a perfon as this would pafs with them who 
** beheld him for a great patriot, a great philo- 
** fopher, or a general, or for fome whimfical 
** perfon who fancied himfelf all thefe; and 
** whether the people, who belonged to the 
** family, would think that fuch a perfon 
" had a defign upon their midrife or his 
'* own ? 

"In 
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** In fliort, that Cato fliould fit long enough 
" in the aforcfaid pofture, in the midft of this 
" large hall, to read over Plato's treatifc on the 
** Immortality of the Soul, which is a Icfture 
*• of two long hours ; that he fhould propofe to 
" himfelf to be private there upon that occa- 
^* fion ; that he fhould be angry with his fon 
**for intruding there; then, that he fliould 
"leave this hall upon the pretence of fleep, 
" give himfelf the mortal wound in his bed- 
-chamber, and then be brought back into 
** that hall to expire, purely to fliew his good- 
" breeding, and fave his friends the trouble of 
" coming up to his bedchamber ; all this ap- 
" pears to me to be improbable, incredible, 
« impoffible." 

Such is the cenfure of Dennis. There is, as 
Dryden exprefles it, perhaps '* too muchhorfe- 
" play in his raillery ;" but if his jells are 
coarfc, bis arguments are ftrong. Yet as we 
love better to be pleafed than to be taught, 
Cato is read, and the critick is neglefted. 

Flulhed with confcioufnefs of thefe detec- 
tions of abfurdity in the conduft, he afterwards 
attacked the fentiments of Cato ; but he then 

amufcd 
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amufed himfelf with petty cavils^ and minute 
objeftions. 

Of Addifon's faialler poems, no particular 
Hiefttion is necel&ry ; they have little that can 
employ or require a cririck. The parallel of 
irhe Princes and Gods, in his verfes to Knel- 
kr, is often happy, but is too well known to 
be quoted. 

His tranflations, fo hr as I have compared' 
them, want the cxaftnefs of a fcholar. That 
he uudcrftood his authors cannot be doubted ; 
but his verfions will not teach others to under- 
ftand them, being too licentioufly paraphrafti- 
cal. They are however, for the moft part, 
fmoDth and eafy ; and, what is the firft excel- 
lence of a tranflator, fuch as may be read 
with pleafure by thofe who do not know the 
originals. 

His poetry is polilhed and pure ; the produft 
of a mind too judicious to commit faults, but 
not fufficiently vigorous to attain excellence. 
He has fometimes a ftriking line, or a fhining 
paragraph ; but in the whole he is warm rather 
than fervid, and (hews more dexterity than 
iirength. He was however one' of our earlielt. 
examples of correftucts, T^^ 
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The vcrfification which he had learned from 
Drydcn he debafed rather than refined. His 
rhymes are often diflbnant ; in his Georgick 
he admits broken lines. He ufes both triplets 
and alexandrines, but triplets more frequently 
in his tranflation tlian his other works. The 
mere ftrufture of verfes feems never to have en- 
gaged much of his care. But his lines are very 
finooth in Rofamond, and too fmootli in Cato. 

Addifon is now to be confidered as a cri- 
tick ; a name which the prefent generation is 
fcarcely willing to allow him. His criticifm 
is condemned as tentative or experimental, 
nther than fcientifick, and he is confidered 
IS deciding by talle rather than by principles. 

It is not uncommon for thofc who have 
grown wife by the labour of others, to add a 
Hille of their own, and overlook their mailers. 
Addifon is now defpifed by fomc who perhaps 
would never have feen his dcfc£ls, but by 
Ac lights which he afforded them. That he 
always wrote as he would think it ncccfiary to 
Write now, cannot be affirmed ; his inftruc- 
tions were fuch as tlie chaniiTcrs of his readers 
taade proper. That general knowkdg^e vj\\\c\x 
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now circulates in common talk, was in his 
time rarely to be found. Men not profeffing 
learning were not alhamed of ignorance ; and 
in the female world, any acquaintance with 
books was diftinguifhed only to be cenfured. 
His purpofe was to infufe literary curiofity, by 
gentle and unfufpefted conveyance, into the 
gay, the idle, and the wealthy; he therefore 
prefented knowledge in the moft alluring form, 
not lofty and auftere, but acceffible and familiar. 
When he Ihewed them their defefts, he 
ihewed them likewife that they might be eafily 
fuppHed. His attempt fucceeded ; enquiry was 
awakened, and comprehenfion expanded. An 
emulation of intelleftual elegance was excited, 
and from this time to our own, life has been 
gradually exalted, and converfation purified 
and enlarged. 

Dryden had, not many years before, fcat- 
tered criticifm over his Prefaces with very 
little parfimony; but, though he fometimes 
condefcended to be fomewhat familiar, his 
manner was in general too fcholaftick for thofc 
who had yet their rudiments to learn, and 
found it not eafy to underftand their matter. 
His ob/ervations were framed rather for thofe 
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that were learning to write, than for thofe that 
read only to talk. 

An inftruftor like Addifon was now want- 
ing, whofe remarks being fuperficial might be 
eafily underftood, and being juft might prepare 
the mind for more attainments. Had he pre- 
fcnted Paradife Loft to the publick With all the 
pomp of fyftem and feverity of fcience, the cri* 
ticifm would perhaps have been admired, and 
the poem ftill have been neglefted ; but by the 
blandifhments of gentlenefs and facility, he has 
made Milton an univerfal favourite with whom 
readers of every clafs think it neceflary to be 
pleafed* 

He defcended now and then to lower difqui - 
fitions ; and by a ferious difplay of the beauties 
of Chtvy Chafe ^ expofed himfelf to the ridicule 
of WagftafF, who bellowed a like pompous 
charafter on Tom Thumb ; and to the contempt 
of Dennis, who^ confidering the fundamental 
pofition of his criticifm, that Chevy Chafe pleafes, 
and ought to pleafe, becaufe it is natural, 
obferves, ** that there is a way of deviating 
from nature, by bombaft or tumour, whicii 
foars above nature, and enlarges images beyond 
Aeir real bulk ; by afFeftation, w\ivc\v foxSsJ^w^^ 

Vol. IIL O tv^xxx-^' 
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nature in queft of fomething unfuitable ; ancJ 
by imbecillity, which degrades nature by faint- 
nefs and diminution, by obfcuring its appear- 
ances, and weakening its effefts." In Chevy 
Chafe there is not much of either bombaft or 
afFeftation ; but ther,e is chill and lifelefs imbe- 
cillity. The ftory cannot poflibly be told in a 
manner that fhall make lefs imprcffion on the 
mind. 

Before the profound obfervers of the prefent 
race repofe too fecurely on the confcioufnefs of 
tlieir fuperiority to Addifon, let them confider 
his Remarks on Ovid, in which may be found 
fpecimens of criticifm fufEciently fubtle and re- 
fined: let them perufe likewife his Eflays on 
fVlt^ and on the Pleafures of Imagination^ m 
which he founds art on the bafe of nature, and 
draws the principles of invention from difpofi- 
tions inherent in the mind of man, with flcill 
and elegance, fuch as his contemners will not 
eafily attain. 

As a defcriber of life and manners, he muft' 
be allowed to ftand perhaps the firft of the firft 
rank. His humour, which, as Steele obferves, 
is peculiar to himfelf, is fo happily difFufed as 
to give tl]j£ grace of xioueltY ^^. domeftick fcenes. 
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&ri(J (iaily occurrences. He never ** outfteps the 
** modefty of nature," nor raifes merriment ot 
wonder by the violation of truth. His figured 
neither divert by diftortion, nor Artiaze by 
aggravation. He copies life with fo much 
fidelity, that he can be hardly faid to in- 
vent ; yet his exhibitions have an air fo 
ttiuch original, that it is difScult to fuppofe 
them not merely the produft of imagination. 
As a teacher of wifdom, he may be confi-*- 
dently followed^ His religion has nothing in 
it enthufiaftick of fuperftitious : he appears 
neither weakly ciredulous nor wantonly fcep- 
tical ; his morality is neither dangeroufly laic, 
nor imprafticably rigid. All the enchantment of 
fancy^ and all the cogency of argument, are em- 
ployed to recommend to the reader his real inte- 
reft, the care of pleafing the Author of his being. 
Truth is (hewn fometimes as the phantom of i 
vifion ; fometimes appears half-veiled in an al-* 
legory; fometimes attrafts regard in the robes 
of fancy ; and fometimes ftepS forth in the con - 
fidence of reafon. She wears a thoufand drefles^ 
and in all is pleafing. 

Mille habet ornatus, miUe dcceutw Vi^JatX* 
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His profe is the model of the middle ftyle ; 
on grave fubjefts not formal, on light occalions 
not grovelling ; pure without fcrupulofity, and 
cxadk without apparent elaboration ; always 
equable, and always eafy, without glowing 
words or pointed fentences. Addifon never 
deviates from his track to fnatch a grace ; 
he feeks no ambitious ornaments, and tries no 
hazardous innovations. His page is always 
luminous, but never blazes in unexpcfted 
fplendour. 

It was apparently his principal* endeavour 
to avoid all harflmefs and feverity of didtion ; 
he is therefore fometimes verbofe in his tran- 
fitions and connexions, and fometimes de- 
fcends too much to the language of conver- 
fation ; yet if his language had been lefs idio- 
matical, it might have loft fomewhat of its 
genuine Anglicifm. What he attempted, he 
performed ; he is never feeble, and he did 
not wifh to be energetick ; he is never rapid, 
and he never ftagnates. His fentences have 
neither ftudied amplitude, nor affefted brevi- 
ty: his periods, though not diligently rounded, 
are voluble and eafy* Whoever wiflies to 

attain 
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attain an Englifh ftyle, familiar but not 
coarfe, and elegant but not oftentatious, muft 
give his days and nights to the volumes of 
AdJifon. 
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JOHN HUpHES, the fon of a citizen 
in London^ and of Anne Bnrgefs, of an 
ancient fapriily in Wiltshire, was born at Marl- 
borough, July 29, 1677. He was educated 
5Lt a private fchool; and though his advances 
in literature are, in the Biographioy very oftenta- 
tioufly difplayed, the name of his matter is 
fojnewhat ungratefully concealed*. 

At nineteen he drew the plan of a tragedy ; 
and paraphrafed, rather too difFufely, the ode 
of Horace which begins " Integer Vitae." To 
poetry he added the fcience of mufick, in 

* He was educated in a dilTenting academy, of which the 

rev. Mr. Thomas Rowe was tutor j and was a fellow fiudeiit 

there with Dr. IfaAc Watts, Mr. Samuel Say, ai5d other pcrfons 

oftmaence. In the ** Horse Lyricae** of Dr. Watts is a poem 

to the niemor}' of Mr. Rowe. H. 
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which he feems to have attained confiderabic 
Ikill, together with the prafticc of defign, or 
rudiments of painting. 

His ftudies did not withdraw him wholly 
from bufinefs, nor did bufinefs hinder him 
from ftudy. He had a place in the office of 
ordnance; and was fecretary to fcveral com- 
miffions for purchafing lands neceflary to fecure 
the royal docks at Chatham and Portfmouth ; 
yet found time to acquaint himfelf with modern 
languages. 

In 1697 he publifhed a poem on the Peaa 
ofRyfwick\ and in 1699 another piece, called 
The Court of Neptuney on the return of king 
William,, which he addreffed to Mr. Monta- 
gue, the general patron of the followers of the 
Mufes. The fame year he produced a fong on 
the duke of Gloucefter's birth-day. 

He did not confine himfelf to poetry, but 
cultivated other kinds of writing with great 
fuccefs ; and about this time fhewed his know- 
ledge of human nature by an EJfay on the Plea- 
Jure of being deceived. In 1702 he publifhed, 
on the death of king William, a Pindarick ode 
called The Houfe of Najfau ; and wrote another 
paraphrafe on. the Otium Dim\ otHox^c^^ 

O 4 Vv 



aoo HUGHES. 

In 1703 his ode on Mufick was performed 
at Stationers Hall ; and he wrote afterwards 
fix cantatas, which were fet to mufick by the 
greateft mafter of that time, and feem intended 
to oppofe or exclude the Italian opera, an exo- 
tick and irrational entertainment, which has 
been always combated, and always has pre- 
vailed. 

His reputation was now fo far advanced, that 
the publick began to pay reverence to his 
name ; and he was folicited to prefix a preface 
to the tranflation of" Boccaliniy a writer whofe 
fatirical vein coil him his life in Italy; but 
who never, I believe, found many readers in 
this country, even though introduced by fuch 
powerful recommendation. 

He tranflated Fontenelle's Dialogues of the 
Dead; and his verfion wa^ perhaps read at that 
time, but is now neglefte4 ; for by a book not 
neceflary, and owing its reputation wholly to 
its turn of diftion, little notice can be gained 
but from thofe who can enjoy the graces of the 
original. To the dialogues of Fontenelle he 
added two compofed by himfelf ; and, though 
not only an honeft but a pious man, dedicated 
/lis wofk to the earl of Wlvaitow* He judged 
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Ikilfully enough of his own intcreft ; for Whar- 
ton, when he went lord lieutenant to Ireland, 
offered to take Hughes with him, and eftablifli 
him ; but Hugaes, having hopes or promifcs, 
from anotlier man in power, of fome provifion 
more fuitable to his inclination, declined 
Wharton's offer, and obtained nothing from 
the other. 

He tranflated the Mifer of Moiiere, which 
he never offered to the Sta^c ; and occarionally 
amufed himfelf with maicing verfions of fa- 
vourite fcenes in other plays. 

Being now received as a wit among the wits, 
he paid his contributions to literary undertak- 
ings, and affifted both the Tailer^ Spe^fotor^ and 
Guardian. In 17 12 he tranflated Vertot's Hif- 
foryofthe Revolution of Portugal-, produced an 
Ode to the Creator of the WorU^ from the Frag^ 
ments of Orpheus ; and brought upon tlie Stage 
an opera called Calypfo and TelemuchuSy intended 
to fhcw that the Englifli language might be 
very happily adapted to mufick. This was im- 
pudently oppofed by thofe who were employed 
in the Italian opera ; and, what cannot be told 
without indignatioHiL the intruders had fuch 
iiUereft with the duke of SVvTt>N&\»7^^ >&«.^ 
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lord chamberlain, who had married an Italian, 
as to. obtain an oTbHruftion of the profits, 
though not an inhibition of the performance. 

There was at this time a projeft formed by 
Tonfon for a tranflation of the Pharftdia^ by 
feveral hands ; and Hughes englifhed the tenth 
book. But this defign, as muft often happen 
wher,e the concurrence of many is neceflary, 
fell to the ground ; and the whole work was 
afterwards performed by Rowe. 
, His acquaintance with the great writers of 
his time appears to have been very general ; but 
of bis intimacy with Addifon there is a re- 
markable proof. It is told, on good authority, 
that Caia was finiflied and played by his perfua- 
fion. It had long wanted the lail aft, which 
he was defired by Addifon to fupply. If the re- 
queft was fincere, it proceeded from an opi- 
nion, whatever it was, tlut did not laft long ; 
for when Hughes, came in a week to fliew him 
Jiis firft attempt, he found half an aft written 
by Addifon himfelf. 

He afterwards publifhed the works of Spen^ 
fefy with his Life, a Gloflary, and a Difcourfe 
on Allegorical Poetry ; a work for which he 
was well qualified^ ^ b^ .i\id??J. ^f thc^ beauties. 
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of writing, but perhaps wanted an antiqua- 
ry's knowledge of the obfolete words. He did 
not much revive the curiofity of the publick ; 
for near thirty years elapfed before his edition 
was reprinted. The fame year produced his 
jlptlb and Dapbm^ of which the fuccefs was 
very eameftly promoted by Steele, who, when 
the rage of party did not mifguide him, fecms 
lo have been a man of boundlefs benevolence. ' 

Hughes had hitherto fufFered the mortifica- 
tions of a narrow fortune ; but in 1 7 1 7 the 
lord chancellor Cowper fet him at eafe, by- 
making him fecretary to the Commiflions of 
the Peace ; in which he afterwards, by a par- 
ticular requeft, defired his fucceflbr lord Par- 
ker to continue him. He had now affluence ; 
but fuch is human life, that he had it when 
his declining health could . neither allow him 
long poffeffion nor quick enjoyment. 

His laft work was his tragedy, The Siigi of 
Damafcus , after which a Siegt became a popular 
mle. This play, which ft ill continues on the 
Stage, and of which it is unneceflary to add a 
private voice to fuch continuance of approba- 
tion, is not afted or printed according to the 
^xtthor's origfnai draught, 01 \\\^ fev^^ vcvxscv- 
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tion. He had made Phocyas apoftatize from his 
religion ; after which the abhorrence of Eudocia 
would have been reafonable, his mifeiy would 
have been juft, and the horrors of his repen- 
tance exemplary. The players, however, re- 
quired that the guilt of Phocyas Ihould terminate 
in defertion to the enemy ; and Hughes, un- 

"'willing that his relations fhould lofe the benefit 
of his work, complied with the alteration. 

He ,was now weak with a lingering con- 
fumption, and not able to attend the rehearlal , 
yet was fo vigorous in his faculties, that only 
ten days before his death he wrote the dedica- 
tion to his patron lord Cowper. On February 
17, 1719-20, the play was reprefented, and 
the author died. He lived to hear that it was 
well received ; but paid no regard to thje intel- 
ligence, being then wholly employed in the 
meditations of a departing Chriftian. 

A man of his chara£ter was undoubtedly re- 
gretted; and Steele devoted an eflay, in the 
paper called The Theatre^ to the memory of his 
virtues. His life is written in the Biographia 
with feme degree of favourable partiality; and 
an account of him is prefixed to his works, by 

his rehtion the l^te Mr. D>iw:oiob«^ a man 
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whofe blamelefs elegance deferved the fame re- 
fpeft. 

Thecharafter of his genius I (hall tranfcribc 
from the correfpondence of Swift and Pope. 

" A month ago," fays Swift, " was fent me 
" over, by a friend of mine, the works of 
** J^bn Hughes^ Efquire. They are itl profe 
" and verfe. I never heard of the man in my 
** life, yet I find your name as a fubfcriber. 
** He is too grave a poet for me ; and I think 
<* among the mediocrijisy in profe as well as 
" verfe." 

To this Pope returns : ** To anfwer your 
*' queftion as to Mr. Hughes ; what he wanted 
" in genius, he made up as an honeft man ; 
•' but he was of the clafs you think him." 

In Spence*s Colleftions Pope is made to 
fpeak of him with ftill lefs refpeft, as having 
no claim to poetical reputation but from his 
tragedy. 
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D U K E O F 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE* 



JOHN SHEFFIELD, dcfcended. from 
a long fcries of illuftrioiis anceftors, was 
born in 1649, the fon of Edmund earl of Mul* 
grave, who died 1658. The young lord was 
J)ut into the hands of a tutor, with whom he 
was fo little fatisfied, that he got rid of him in 
a fhort time, and, at an age not exceeding 
twelve years, refolved to educate himfelf. Such 
a purpofc, formed at fuch an age, and fucceff- 
fuily profecuted, delights as it is ftrange, and 
inilrufts as it is real. 

His literary acquifitions are more w^onderful, 
as thofe years in wliicli they are commonly 
made were fpcnt by hira iu U\^ twmult of a mi- 




itnn.VAt^.- 



SHEFFIELD. iof 

litary life, or the gaiety of a court. When war 
was declared againft the Dutch, he went at fe- 
ventcen on board the fhip in which prince Ru- 
pert and the duke of Albemarle failed, with the 
command of the fleet ; but by contrariety of 
winds they were reftrained from aftion. His zeal 
for the king's fervice was reCompenfed by tht 
command of one of the independent troops o( 
horfe, then raifed to proteft the cbaft. 

Next year he received a fummons to parlia- 
ment, which as he was then but eighteen years 
old, the earl of Northumberland cenfured as at 
leaft indecent, and his objeftion was allowed. 
He had a quarrel with the earl of Rochefter, 
which he has perhaps too oftentatioully related^ 
as Rochefter*s furviving fitter, the lady Sand- 
"Wich, is faid to have told him with very fharp 
reproaches. ' 

When another Dutch war (1672) broke out^ 
he went again a volunteer in tlie fhip which 
the celebrated lord OlTory commanded ; and 
there made, as he relates, two curious re- 
marks. 

" I have obferved two things, which I dare 
*' afl5rm, though not generally believed. One 
** w^as, that the wind of a! caut\otvA>\x\\ex, 
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" though flying never fo near, is incapable of 
*< doing the leaft harm; and indeed, were it 
** otherwife, no man above deck would efcape. 
" The other was, that a great Ihot may be 
** fometimes avoided, even as it flies, by 
** changing one's ground a little ; for, when 
** the wind fometimes blew away the fmoke, 
"it was fo clear a fun-fhiny day, that we could 
** eafily perceive the bullets (that were half- 
** fpent) fall into the water, and from thence 
•* bound up again among us, which gives fuf- 
** ficient time for making a ftep or two on any 
*'fide; though in fo fwift a motion, 'tis hard 
*' to judge well in what line the bullet comes, 
** which, ifmiftaken, may by removing cofl 
" a man his life, inftead of faving it." 

His behaviour was fo favourably reprefented 
by lord OflTory, that he was advanced to the 
command of the Katherine, the beft fecond- 
rate fliip in the navy. 

He afterwards raifed a regiment of foot, and 
commanded it as colonel. The land-forces 
were f-nt afhore by prince Rupert; and he 
lived in tlie camp very familiarly with Schom- 
berg. He was then appointed colonel of the 
old Holland regiment, togetlier with his own , 
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arid had the promife of a garter, which he ob^ 
tained in his twenty-fifth year. He was like- 
wife made gentleman of the bed-^chamber. 

He afterwards went into the French fervice^ 
to learn the art of war under Turenne, but 
ftaid only a fliort time. Being by the duke of* 
Monmouth oppofed in his pretenfions to the 
fiill troop of horfe -guards, he, in return, made 
Monmouth fufpefted by the duke of York. 
He was not long after, when the unlucky Mon- 
mouth fell into difgrace, recompenfed with the 
lieutenancy of Yorkfhire and the government 
of Hull. 

Thus rapidly did he make his way both to 
military slnd civil honours and employments } 
yet, bufy as he was, he did not negleft hisi 
ftudies, but at leaft cultivated poetry; in which 
he muft have been early confidered as uncom- 
monly Ikilful, if it be true which is reported, 
that, when he was yet not twenty years old< 
his recommendation advanced Dryden to the 
laurel. 

The Moots having befieged Tangier, he 
was fent (1680) with two thoufand men to 
its relief. A ftrange ftory is told of danger ta 
Vol. hi. P ^\;v^ 



2IO SHEFFIELD. 

which he was intentionally expofed in a leaky 
J[hip, to gratify fome refentfiil jealoufy of the 
king, whofc health he therefore would never 
permit at his table, till he faw himfelf in a 
fafer place. His voyage was profperoufly per- 
formed in three weeks, and the Moors without 
a conteft retired before him. 

In this voyage he compofed the Vifton ; a li- 
centious poem, fuch a& was fafhionable in thofe 
times, with little power of invention or pro- 
priety of fentiment. 

At his return he found the king kind, who 
perhaps had never been angry ; and he conti- 
nued a wit and a courtier as before. 

At the fucceffion of king James, to whom 
he was intimately known, and by whom he 
thought himfelf beloved, he naturally expefted 
ftill brighter fun-fliine ; but all know how foon 
that reign began to gather clouds • His expec- 
tations were not difappointed ; he was imme- 
diately admitted into the privy-council, and 
made lord chamberlain. He accepted a place 
in the high coimniffion, witliout knowledge, 
as he declared after the Revolution, of its ille- 
gality. Having few religious fcruplcs^ he at- 
tciided the king to m^fe^ ^wd kueeled with the 
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feft ; but had no difpfenfatibn to receive th6 
Romilh Faith, or to force it upon others ; for 
when the pricfts, encouraged by his appear- 
ances of compliance, aittempted to convert him, 
he told them, as Burnet has recorded, that he 
Wa« willing to receiVd inftfvtaion, and that he 
had taken much pains to believe in God Who 
made thfe worid and all men in it ; but that hei 
Ihould tiot be eafily perfuaded that man was 
^uitSy and fhade God again, 

A pointed feftlencd is bellowed by fucceffivtf 
tranfmiffion on the la?ft whom it will ifit ; this 
cenfure of tranfubftantiation, whatever be its 
value, was uttered long ago by Anne Alkew, 
one of the firft fufferers for the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, who, in the timfe of Henry VIII. was 
tortured in the Tower; concerning which 
there is reafon to wonder that it was not known 
to the Hiftorian of the Reformation* 

In the Revolution he acquiefced, though he 
did not promote it. There Was once a delign 
of aflbciating him in the invitation of the 
prince of Orange; but the e^rl of Shrewfbury 
difcouraged the attempt, by declaring that 
Mulgrave would never concur. Thl^ '^v^^^l^ 
William afterwards told Yim\> ^tv^ ^aSf^s^ ^'^'^ 
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he would have done if the propofal had' befer^ 
made. " Sir," faid he, "I would have dif- 
*' covered it to the king whom I then ferved." 
To which king William replied, "^ I cannot 
" blame you." 

Finding king James irremediably exqludedt 
he voted for the conjunftive fovereignty, upon 
this principle, that he thought the titles of the 
prince and his confort equal, and it would 
pleafe the prince their proteftor to have a fhare 
in the fovereignty. This vote gratified king 
William ; yet, either by the king's diftruft or 
bis own difcontent, he lived fome years with- 
out employment. He looked on the king with 
malevolence, and, if his verfes or his profe 
maybe credited, with contempt. He was, not- 
withftandingthisaverfion or indifference, made 
marquis of Normanby (1694) i but flill op- 
pofed the court on fome important queftions ; 
vet at laft he was received into the cabinet 
council, with a penfion of three thoufand 
pounds. 

At the acceflion of queen Anne, whom he 
is faid to have courted when they were both 
young, he was highly favoured. Before her 
coronMon (1702) (he m^d.^ \v\tcv lci\d TjrivY 
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feal, and foon after lord lieutenant of the 
North-riding of Yorkfhire. He was then 
named commiffioner for treating with the Scots 
about the Union ; and was made next year firft 
duke of Normanby, and then of Buckingham- 
Ihire, there being fufpefted to be fomewherc 
a latent claim to the title of Buckingham. 

Soon after, becoming jealous of the duke of 
Marlborough, he refigned the privy feal, and 
joined the difcontented Tories in a motion ex- 
tremely ofFenfive to the Queen, for inviting 
the princefs Sophia to England. The Queen 
courted him back with an offer no lefs than 
that of the chancellorfliip ; which he refufed. 
He now retired from bufinefs, and built that 
houfe in the Park, which is now the Queen's, 
upon ground granted by the Crown. 

When the miniftry was changed (1710), 
he was made lord cliamberlain of the houfe- 
hold, and concurred in all tranfaftions of that 
time, except that he endeavoured to proteft th« 
Catalans. After the Queen's death, he be* 
came a conftant opponent of the Court ; and, 
having no public bufinefs, is fuppofed to have 
amufed himfelf by writing his two tragedies. 
He died February 24» X7ao-a\. 

1*3 "^ 
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He was thrice married; by his two firft 
wives he had no children : by his third, who 
was the daughter of king James by the countefs 
of Dorchefter, and the widow of the earl of 
Anglefey, he had, befides other children that 
died early, a fon born in 1716, who died in 
1735, and put an end to the line of Sheffield. 
It is obfervable, that the Duke's three wives 
were all widows. The Dutchefs died in 1742. 

His charafter is not to be propofed as wor* 
thy of imitation. His religion he may be fup- 
pofed to have learned from Hobbes ; and his 
morality was fuch as naturally proceeds from 
loofe opinions. His fentiments with refpeft 
to women he picked up in the court of Charles ; 
and his principles concerning property were 
fuch as a gaming-table fupphes. He was cen- 
fured as covetous, ..and has been defended by 
an inftance of inattention to his afF;*irs, as if ^ 
man might not at once be corrupted by avarice 
and idlenefs. He is faid, however, to have 
had much tendernefs, and to have been very 
ready to apologife for his violences of paffion. 
. He is introduced into this coUeftion only a$ 
gpoet; and, if we CT^dit x\x^ vt*.movvj of his 
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contemporaries, he was a poet of no vulgar 
rank. But favour and flattery are now at an 
end; criticifm is no longer foftened by his 
bounties or awed by his fplendor, and, being 
able to take a more fteady view^ difcovers him 
to be a writer that fometimes glimmers, but 
rarely Ihines, feebly laborious, and at belt but 
pretty. His fongs are upon common topicks ; 
he hopes, and grieves, and repents, anddefpairs, 
and rejoices, like any other maker of little 
ftanzas : to be great, he hardly tries ; to be 
gay, is hardly in his power. 

In the Eflay on Satire he was always fup- 
pofed to have had the help of Dryden. fiiis 
ElTay on Poetry is the great work, for which 
he was praifed by Rofcommon, Dryden, and 
Pope, and doubtlefs by many more whofe eu- 
logies have periflied. 

Upon this piece he appears to have fet a high 
value ; for he was all his life improving it by 
fucceflive revifals, fo that there is fcarcely any 
poem to be found of which the laft edition dif- 
fers more from the firft. Amongft other 
changes, mention is made of fome compofi- 
tions of Dryden, which were written after the 
firft appearance .of the E(6l^ • 
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At die time when this work firil appeared, 
^lilton's hmc was not yet fuUj eflablifhed, 
and therefore TaSb and Spenfer were fet before 
him. The two laft lines were thefe. The 
Epic Poet, fays he. 

Moil aboTc MiItoD*s lofty flights prevail^ 
Succted where great Torquato^ and where greater 
Spenfer ^L 

The laft line in fucceeding editions wasfhorten- 
cd, and the order of names continued ; but 
now Milton is at laft advanced to the higheft 
place, and the pailage thus adjufted> 

Muft above Taflb's loftv flights prevail. 
Succeed where Spenfer, and ev*n Milton fail. 

Amendments are feldom made without fome 
token of a rent: hftj does not fuit Taflb fo 
vi^eW as Milton. 

One celebrated line feems to be borrowed. 
The fiffay calls a perfeft charader 

A fauldefe monflpr which the world ne'er faw. 

Scaliger, in his poems, terms Vjrgil /tne labe 
mcnftrum, Sheffield can fcarcely be fuppofed 
to have read Scaliger's poetry, perhaps he 
found the words in a quotation. 
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Of this Eflay, which Dryden has exalted fo 
highly, it may be juflly faid that the precepts 
are judicious, fometimes new, and often hap- 
pily exprefled; but there are, after all the 
emendations, many weak lines, and fome 
flrange appearances of negligence; as, when 
he gives the laws of elegy, he infifts upon 
conneftion and coherence; without which, 
fays he, 

'Tis epigram, *tis point, *tis what you will ; 
But not an elegy, nor writ with Ikill, 
No Panegyrick, nor a Cooper's Hill. 

Who would not fuppofe that Waller's Panegy* 
rick and Denh^m's Cooper's Hill were Elegies ? 

His verfes are often infipid ; but his memoirs 
are lively and agreeable ; he had the perfpicuity 
and elegance of an hiftorian, but not the firo 
;ind faiicy of a poet. 



^^\o^- 
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MATTHEW PRIOR is one of 
thofe that have burft out from an ob- 
fcure original to great eminence. He was bom 
July 21, 1664, according to fome, at Win- 
burne in Dorfetfliire, of I know not what pa- 
rents ; others fay that he was the fon of a 
Joiner of London: he was perhaps willing 
enough to leave his birth unfettled *, in hope, 
like Don Quixote, that the hiftorian of his ac- 
tions might lind him fome illuftrious alliance. 

* The diiSacul'y of fettling Prior's birth-place is great. In 
the regider of his College he is called, at his admiilion by the 
Prefidenr, Matt Lew Prior oi IT'^nburn in Middlejex\ by himfelf 
next d:'y, Mutthno Trior of Dorfet/JmCy in which county, not 
in Middlcfex, Wmborrty or JFlmhorne as it ftands in the FilLre, 
is found. When he ftood candidate for his fellowlhip, five 
years afterwards, he was recHlered again by himfelf as of Mid" 
tlkfrx. Tlie laft record ougm to be preferred, becanfe it was 
made upon oath. It is obfcrvable, that, as a native of JVinborng^ 
he is ftilcd Fil-us Gn'gH Prior, generojt; not confiflently with the 
€ommon account of ihe meawtvtfe t)l\\\s\>\tOci. T>x. \. 
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It is the eftabUlhed praftice of that College, 
to fend every year to the earl of Exeter fome 
poems upon facred fubjefts, in acknowledge- 
ment of a benefaftion enjoyed by them from 
the bounty of his anceftor. On this occafion 
were thofe verfes written, which, though no- 
thing is faid of their fuccefs, feem to have re- 
commended him to fome notice ; for his praifc 
of the countefs's mufick, and his lines on the 
famous pidure of Seneca, afford reafon for 
imagining that he was more or lefs converfant 
with that family. 

The fame year he publifhed the City Moufi 
and Country Moufe, to ridicule Dryden's Hind 
and Panther^ in conjunftion with Mr, Monta- 
gue. There is a ftory * of great pain fufFered, 
and of tears fhed, on this occafion, by Dry. 
den, who thought it hard that " an old man 
" fhould be fo treated by thofe to whom he 
** had always been civil." By tales like thefe 
is the envy, raifed by fuperior abilities, every 
day gratified: when they are attacked, every 
one hopes to fee them humbled ; what is hoped 
is readily believed, and what is believed is con- 
fidently told, Dryden had been more accuf- 
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tomed to hoftilities, than that fnch enemies 
Ihould break his quiet ; and if we can fuppofe 
him vexed, it would be hard to deny him fenfe 
enough to conceal his uneafinefs. 

The City Moufe and Country Moufe procured 
its authors more folid advantages than ther 
pleafure of fretting Dryden; for they were 
both fpeedily preferred. Montague, indeed, 
obtained the firft notice, with fome degree of 
difcontent, as it feems, in Prior, who proba- 
bly knew that his own part of the performance 
was the beft. He had not, however, much 
reafon to complain ; for he came to London, 
and obtained fuch notice, that (in 1691) he 
was fent to the Congrefs at the Hague as fecre- 
tary to the embaffy. In this aflembly of 
princes and nobles, to which Europe has per- 
haps fcarcely feen any thing equal, was formed 
the grand alliance againft Lewis ; which at laft 
did not produce effefts proportionate to the 
magnificence of the tranfaftion. 

The conduft of Prior, in this fplendid ini- 
tiation into public bufinefs, was fo pleafing to 
king William, that he made him one of the 
gentlemen of his bed-chamber ; and he is fu;^- 
pofed to have pafied fome of t\v^ iv&^x. ^^•ax's* \vw 
the quiet cultivation of Utctatute ^tv^ ^c^^xx^- 
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The death of Queen Mary (in 1695)" pro- 
duced a fubjeft for all the writers : perhaps no 
funeral was ever fo poetically attended. Dry- 
den, indeed, as a man difcountcnancrd and 
deprived, was filent ; but fcarcely any other 
maker of verfes omitted to bring his tribute of 
tuneful forrow. An emulation of elegy was 
univerfal. Maria's praife was not confined to 
the Englifii language, but fills a greart part of 
the Mufa Anglicana, 

Prior, who was both a poet and a courtier, 
was too diligent to mifs this opportunity of rc- 
fpeft. He wrote a long ode, which was pre- 
fcnted to the king, by whom' it was not likely 
to be ever read. 

In two years he was fecretary to another em- 
baffy at the treaty of Ryfwick (in 1697*) ; and 
next year had the fame ofEce at the court of 
France, where he is faid to have been confi- 
dered with great diftinftion. 

As he was one day furvcying the apartments 
at Verfailles, being fhewn the Viftories of 
Lewis, painted by Le Brun, and aiked whe- 
ther the king of England's palace liad any fuch 

♦ He receiveil, in September 1697, a prefent of 2co guineas 
from the lords juftices, Cor \i\s \j;:o\A>\ft vcv \yc\v\^v5\% ^isec the 
treaty of peace. N. 



^^ 
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decorations ; *' The monuments of my Maf- 
*' ter's aftions," faid he, " are to be feen every 
*' where but in his own houfe." The piftures 
of Le Brun are not only in themfelves fufSci- 
ently oftentatious, but were explained by in- 
fcriptions fo arrogant, tliat Boileau and Racine 
thought it neceflary to make them more fimple. 

He was in the following year at Loo with 
the king ; from whom, after a long audience, 
he can:ied orders to England, and upon his ar- 
rival became under- fecretary of flate in the 
earl of Jerfey's office ; a poft which he did not 
retain long, becaufe Jerfey was removed ; but 
he was foon made commiffioner of Trade, 

This year (1700) produced one of his long- 
eft and moft fplendid compofitions, the Car nun 
Seculare, in which he exhaufts all his powers 
of celebration. I mean not to accufe him of 
flattery ; he probably thought all that he writ, 
and retained as much veracity as can be pro- 
perly exafted from a poet profcCedly encomiaf- 
tic. King William fupplied copious materials 
for either verfe or profe. His whole life had 
been aftion, and none ever denied him the 
refplendent qualities of fteady refolution and 
perfonal courage. Hii wa^ 1^-3^} m"^^^^"^'^ 
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mind what he reprefents him in his verfes ; bt 
confidered him as a hero, and was accuflomed 
to fay, that he praifed others in comphance 
with the falhion, but that in celebrating king 
William he followed his inclination. To 
Prior gratitude would diftate praife, which 
reafon Would not refufe. 

Among the advantages to arife from the fit* 
ture years of William's reign, he mentions si 
Society for ufiful Aru^ and among them 

Some that with care true eloquence Ihall teach, 
. And to jufl idioms Hx our doubtful fpeech ^ 
That from our writers diftant realms may know 

The thanks we to our monarchs owe. 
And fchools profefs our tongue through every land. 
That has invok'd his aid, or blefs'd his hand. 

Tickell, in his Profpe^ of Peaa^ has the 
fame hope of a new academy : 

In happy chains our daring language bound, 
Shall fport no more in arbitrary found. 

Whether the fimilitude of tliofe paiTages which 
exhibit the fame thought on the fame occafion 
proceeded from accident or inutation, is not 
cafy to determiuc. Tickell mig^ht have been 
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imprefled with his expeftation by Swift's Pro^ 
pofalfor afcertaining the Englijb Language^ then 
lately publiflied. 

In the parliament that met in 1701, he was 
chofen reprefentative of Eaft Grinftead. Per* 
haps it was about tlais time that he changed his 
party; for he voted for tlie impeachment of 
thofe lords who had perfiaaded the king to the 
Partition-treaty, a treaty in which he had him- 
felf been minifterially employed* 

A great part of queen Anne's reign was a 
time of war, in which there was little employ- 
ment for negotiators, and Prior had therefore 
leifure to make or to polifh verfes. When the 
battle of Blenheim called forth all the verfe- 
men, Prior, among the reft, took care to fliew 
his delight in the increafing honour of his 
country by an Epiftle to Boileau. 

He publiflied, foon afterwards,, a volume of 
poems, with the encomiaftic charafter of his 
dcceafed patron the duke of Dorfet : it began 
with the College Exercife, and ended with the 
Nut 'brown Maid, 

The battle of Ramilies foon afterwards (in 
1706) excited him to another effort of poetry. 
On this occafion he had fewer or Icfe fo\\x\\^^« 
\oL. III. CL ^"^^ 
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ble rivals ; and it would be not eafy to name 
any other compoiitioh produced by that event 
which is now remembered. 

Every thing has its day^ Through the 
reigns of William and Ann€ no profperous 
event paffed undignified by poetry. In the laft 
war, when Franco was difgraced and overpow- 
ered in every quarter of the globe, when Spain, 
coming to her affiftance, only Ihared her cala- 
mities, and the name of an Englilhman was 
j-everenced through Europe, no poet was heard 
amidft the general acclamation; the fame of 
our Counfellors and heroes was intruflcd to the 
Gazetteer. 

The nation in time grew weary of the war, 
and the queen grew weary of her minifters. 
The war was burdenfome, and the minifters 
were infolent. Harley and his friends began to 
hope that they might, by driving the Whigs 
from court and from power, gratify at once 
the queen and the people. There was now a 
call for writers, who might convey intelligence 
of paft abufes, and Ihew the wafte of public 
money, the unreafonable Ondu^ of the AUia^ 
the avarice of generals, the tyranny of minions, 
and the general danger of approaching ruin. 
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► For this purpofc a- paper called the Examinef 
Was periodically publifhed, written as ithappeiied^ 
by any wit of the party, and fome times as is faid 
by Mrs Manley. Some are owned by Swift ; 
and one, in ridicule of Garth's verfes to Go- 
dolphin upon the lofs of his place, was written 
by Prior, and anfwered by Addifoh, who ap- 
pears to have known the author either by con- 
jefture or intelligence. 

The Tories, who were now in power^ were 
in haile to end the war ; and Prior, being re- 
called (17 lo) to his former employment of 
making treaties, was fent (July 171 1) privately 
to Paris with propofitions of peace. He waa 
remembered at the French court ; and return- 
ing in about a month, brought with him the 
Abbe Gaultier, and M. Mefnager, a minifter 
from France, invefted with full powers. 

This tranfaftion not being avowed, Mackay^ 
the mailer of the Dover packet-boat, either 
zealoufly or officioufly, feized Prior and his 
afTociates at Canterbury. It is eafily fuppofed 
that they were foon releafed. 

The negotiation was begun at Prior*s houft, 
where the Queen's minifters met Mefnager 
( September 20, 1 7 1 1 ) and etv\.^x^^ ^\\n"^\s>c^ 
Q a ^^^^^ 
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upon the great bufinefs. The mportaiice of 
Prior appears from the mention made of him 
by St. John in his Letter to the Queen, 

'* My Lord Treafiirer moved, and all my 
** Lords were of the fame opinion, that Mr. 
*' Prior fliould be added to thofe who are em- 
*' powered to fign; the reafon for which is, 
*' becaufe he* having perfonally treated with 
** Monfieur de Torcy, is the beft witnefs we 
** can produce of the fenfe in which the gene- 
*' ral preliminary engagements are entered into : 
*' befides which, as he is the beft verfed in 
** matters of trade of all your Majefty's fervants 
** who have been trufted in this fecret, if you 
" fliall think fit to employ him in the future 
** treaty of commerce, it will be of confequencc 
" that he has been a party concerned in con- 
*' eluding that convention, which muft be the 
** rule of this treaty." 

The affembly of this important night was in 
fome degree clandeftine, the defign of treating 
not being yet openly declared, and, when the 
Whigs returned to power, was aggravated to a 
charge of high treafon ; though, as Prior re- 
marks in his iniperfedl anfwer to the Report of 
the CommitUe of Secreq^ w^ t^^3Lt>f ever was 
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made without private interviews and prelimi- 
nary difcuffions. 

My bufinefs is not the hiftory of the peace, 
but the life of Prior. The conferences began 
at Utrecht on the firft of January (1711-12), 
and the Englifli plenipotentiaries arrived on 
the fifteenth. The minifters of the different 
potentates conferred and conferred; but the 
peace advanced fo flowly, that fpeedier me- 
thods were found neceffary ; and Bolingbroke 
was fent to Paris to adjuft differences with lefs 
formality; Prior either accompanied him or 
followed him ; and after his departure Had the 
appointments and authority of an ambaffador, 
though no public charafter. 

By fome miftake of the Queen's orders, the 
court of France had been difgufted; and Bo- 
lingbroke fays in his Letter, " Dear Mat, hide 
*' the nakednefs of thy country, and give the 
*' beft turn thy fertile brain will furnilh thee 
*' with to the blunders of thy countrymen, who 
*' are not much better politicians than the 
*' French are poets." 

Soon after, the duke of Shrewlbury went on 
a formal embaffy to Paris. It is related by 
Boyer, that the mtention. vi^.^ Xq \«,n^ \ovcv^^ 
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Prior ill the commiflion, but that Shrewlbury 
refufed to be aflbciated with a maa fo meanly 
born. Prior therefore continued to aft with- 
out a title till the duke returned next year to 
England, and then he affumcd the ftyle and 
dignity of embaflador. 

But, while he continued in appearancea pri- 
vate man, be was treated with confidence by 
Lewis, who fenthim with a letter to the Queen, 
written in favour of tlie el^ftor of Bavaria. ** I 
** ihall expeft,'* fays he, *' with impatience, 
^* the return of Mr. Prior, whofe conduft is 
*' very agreeable to me." And while the Duke 
of Shrewlbury was ftill at Paris, Bolingbrokc 
wrote to Prior thus : '* Monfieur de Torcy has 
** a confidence in you ; make ufe of it, bnce 
*' for all, upon this occafion, and convince 
♦* him thoroughly, that we muft give a difFcr- 
** ent turn to our parliament and our people, 
*' according to their refolution at this crifis," 

Prior's public dignity and fplendour com- 
nicnced in Auguft 17 13, and continued til! the 
Auguft following; but I am afraid that, ac- 
cording to thq ufual fate of greatnefs, it was at- 
tended with feme perplexities and mortifica- 
CiouSf He had npt a.\V xltvsiV \^ c.\x^tiYcv^.t\Vj ^Ivca 
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to ambafladors : he hints to the Queen, in an 
imperfeft poem, that he had no fervice of 
plate ; and it appeared, by the debts which he 
contrafted, that his remittances were not 
punftually madC;. 

On the firftof Auguft, 17 14, enfued the 
downfall of the Tories, and the degradation of 
Prior. He was recalled ; but was not able to 
return^ being detained by the debts which he 
had found it neceflary to contraft, and which 
were not difcharged before March, though his 
old friend Montague was now at the head of 
the treafury. 

He returned then as foon as he could, and 
was welcomed on the 25th of March by a 
warrant, but was, however, fufFered to live in 
his own houfe, under the cuftody of the mef - 
fenger, till he was examined before a commit- 
tee of the Privy Council, of which Mr. Wal- 
pole was chairman, and Xord Coningfby, Mr. 
Stanhope, and Mr. Lechmere, were the princi- 
pal interrogators ; who, in this examination, of 
which there is printed an account not unenter- 
taining, behaved with the boifteroufnefs of men 
elated by recent authority. They are repre- 
fented as afldog queftious fcrofcXrcaa^ N-a.^^^, 
Q^4 *ia^^- 
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fometimes infidious, and writing anfwers dif- 
ferent from thofe which they received. Prior, 
however, feems to have been overpowered by 
their turbulence ; for he confelles that he iigned 
what, if he had ever come before a legal judi- 
cature, he fliould have contradifted or explained 
away. The oath was adminiftered by Boff 
cawen, a Middlefex juttice, who at laftwas 
going to write his atteftation on the wrong fide 
of the paper. 

They were very induftrious to find fomc 
charge againft Oxford ; and alked Prior, with 
great earneftnefs, who was prefent when the 
preliminary articles were talked of or figned at 
his houfe ? He told them, that either the earl 
of Oxford or the duke of Shrewfbury was ab- 
fcnt, but he could not remember which ; an 
anfwer which perplexed them, becaufe it fup- 
plied no accufation againft either. •'Could 
*' any thing be more abfurd,'' fays he, *' or 
^'* more inhuman, than to propofe to me a quef- 
*' tion, by the anfwering of which 1 might, 
^* according to them, prove myfelf a traitor? 
^' And notwithftanding their folemn promife, 
^ that nothing which 1 could fay ihould hurt 
** rpyfelf, 1 had no reafon to trull; them: fo^ 



PRIOR, 233 

^^ they violated that promife about five hours 
*' after. However, I owned I was there pre- 
*' fent. Whether this was wifely done or no 
*' I leave to my friends to determine." 

When he had figned the paper, he was told . 
by Walpole, that tlie committee were not fa- 
tislied with his behaviour, nor could give fuch 
an account of it to the Commons as might 
merit favour; and that they now thought a 
ftrifter confinement neceflary than to his own 
houfe. '^ Here," fays he, ** Bofcawen played 
** the moralift, and Coninglby the chriftian, 
*' but both very aukwardly." The meflenger, 
in whofe cuftody he was to be placed, was 
then called, and very decently alked by Con-? 
ingfby, ** if his houfe was fecured by bars and 
"bolts?" The meflenger anfwered, *' No," 
with aftonifliment. At which Coninglby very 
angrily faid, '* Sir, you muft fecure this pri- 
" foner; it is for the fafety of the nation: if 
•* he efcapei you Ihall anfwer for it." 

They had already printed their report ; and 
in this examination were endeavouring to fiiid 
proofs. 

He continued thus confined for fome time : 
^nd Mr, Walpole (June 10, iT^S^ \svciH^^^^^ 
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an impeachment againft him. What made 
him fo acrimonious does not appear: he was 
by nature no thirfler for blood. Prior was a 
week after committed to clofe cuftody, with 
orders tliat ** no perfon fhould be admitted 
** to fee him without leave from the Speaker/* 

When, two years after, an A£t of Grace 
was pafled, he was excepted, and continued 
ftill in cuftody, which he had made lefs tedious 
by writing his Alma. He was, however, foon 
after difcharged. 

He had now his liberty, but he had nothing 
eife. Whatever the profit of his employments 
might have been, he had always fpent it; and 
at the age of fifty-tliree was, with all his abili- 
ties, in danger of penury, having yet no folid 
revenue but from the fellowfliip of his college, 
which, when in his exaltation he was cenfured 
for retaining it, he faid, he could live upon 
at laft. 

Being however generally known and efteemed, 
he was encouraged to add other poems to tliofe 
which he had printed, and to publifh them by 
fubfcription. The expedient fucceeded by the 
induftry of many friends, who circulated the 
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propofals *, and the care of fome, who, it is 
faid, withheld the money from him left he 
fhould fquader it. The price of the volume 
was two guineas ; the whole coHeftion was four* 
thoufand; to which lord Harley, the fon of 
the earl of Oxford, to whom he had in- 
variably adhered, added an equal fum for the* 
purchafe of Down-hall, which Prior was to 
enjoy during life, and Harley after his de- 
ceafe. 

He had now, what wits and philofophers 
have often wiflied, the power of paffing the day 
in contemplative tranquillity. But it feems 
that bufy men feldom live long in a ftate of 
quiet. It is not unlikely that his health 
declined. He complains of deafnefs ; ** for," 
fays he, " I took little care of my ears ^yhile J 
*' was not fure if my head was niy own." 

Of any occurrences in his remaining life I 
have found no account. In a letter to Swift, 
<' 1 have," fays he, ** treated lady Harriot at 
*' Cambridge ; (a FcUow of a College treat !) 
<* and fpoke verfes to her in a gown and, cap ! 
^* What, the plenipotentiary, fo far concerned 
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" in the damned peace at Utrecht ! the ma 
** that makes up half the volume of terfe proli 
** that makes up the report of the committer 
** fpeaking verfes ! Sic j/?, homo fum^ 
. He died at IVtmpoh^ a feat of the earl of Ox 

ford, on the eighteenth of September 1721 
1 and was buried in Weftminfter ; where on 

I monument, for which, as the " laft piece c 

I " human vanity," he left five hundred pounds 

is engraven this epitaph ; 

Sui Temporis Hiftoriam meditanti, 

Paulatim obrepens Fcbris 

Operi (imul & Vita filum abrupit, 

Sept. j8. An. Dom. 1721, jEtat. ^7, 

xi. S* £• 

Vir Eximius 

Sereniffimis 

Regi GuLiELMO Reginaeque Mar 1^55 

In Congrefliorje Foederatorum 

Hagae anno 1690 celebrata, 

Deinde Magnae Britanniae Legatig 

Turn iis. 

Qui anno 1697 Pacem Ry&wicki confeceruat. 

Turn iis. 

Qui apudGallos annis proximisLegationemobieruntj 

Eodemetiam anno 1697 in Hibernia 

Secretarius; 
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Necnon in utroque Honorabili confeflu 

Eonim, 

Qui anno lyooordinandis Commercii negotiia 

Quique anno 1711 dirigendis Portorii rebus, 

Praefidebant, 

COMMISSIONARIUS; 

Poftremo 
Ab Anna 

Feliciffimae memoriae Regina 

Ad Lu DO VI CUM XIV. Galliae Regem 

MifTus anno 171 1 

De Pace ftabilienda, 

(Pace etiamnum durante 

Diiique ut boni jam omnes fperant duratura) 

Cum fumma poteilate Legatus, 

MATTHiEUS PRIOR Armiger; 

Qui 

Hos omnes, quibus cumulatus eft, Titulos 

Humanitatis, Ingenii, Eruditiorlls laude 

Superavit ; 

Cui enim nafcenti faciles arriferant Mufse. 

Hunc Puerum Schola hie Regia perpolivitj 

Juvenem in Collegio S'ti Johannis 

Cantabrigia optimis Scientiis inftruxit ; 

Virum denique auxit$ & per fecit 
Multa cum viris Principibus confuetudo ; 

Ita natus, ita inflitutus, 
A Vatum Choro avelli nunquam potuit, 
Scd foJebat fa^pe rerum CiVivum «\^.N\\.'axsxcv 
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j Amoeniorum Literarum Studiis condirc i 

! Et cum omne adeo Poetices genus 

Haud infeliciter tentaret, 
Tum in Fabeilis coacinne lepideque texendL 
Minis Artifex 
Neminem habuit parem. 
Haec liberal is animi obledtamenta : 
Quam nullo llli labore conftiterint. 
Facile ii pcrfpcxere, quibus ufus eft Amici ; 
Apud quos Urbsnitatum & Leporuixi pieau 
', Cum ad rem, quaecunquc forte iftiderat, 

•'i: Apte varie copiofeque alluderet, 

;[ Interea nihil quaefitum, nihil vi expreflum 

j Videbatur, 

Sed omnia ultro cffluere, 

Et quafi jugi c fontc affatim cxuberare, 

Ita fuos tandem dubios reliquit, 

Efletnc in Scriptis, Poeta Elegantior, 

An in Convidlu, Comes Jucundior. 

Of Prior, eminent as he was, both by 
abilities and ftation, very few memorials 1: 
been left by his contemporaries ; the acco 
therefore muft now be deftitute of his prii 
charadler and familiar praftices. He lived 
time when the rage of party detected all wh 
it was any man's intereft to hide ; and as 11 
ill is heard of Prior, it is certain that not mi 
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was known. Hewas not afraid of provoking cen- 
fure ; for when he forfook the Whigs *, under 
whofe patronage he firft entered the world, he 
became a Tory fo ardent and determinate, that 
he did not willingly confort with men of dif- 
ferent opinions. He was one of the fixteen 
Tories who met weekly, and agreed to addrefs 
each other by the title of Brother ; and feemsf 
to have adhered, not only by concurrence of 
political defigns, but by peculiar afFeftion, to 
the earl of Oxford and his family. With how 
much confidence he was trufted, has been 
already told. 

He was however, in Pope's* opinion, fit 
only to make verfes, and Icfs qualified for bufi- 
nefs than Addifon himfeif. This was fardy 
faid without confideration. Addifon, exalted 
to a high place, was forced into degradation by 
the fenfe of his own incapacity ; Prior, who 
was employed by men very capable of eftimat- 
ing his value, having been fecretary to one em- 
baffy, had, when great abilities were again 
wanted, the fame office another time ; and 
was, after fo much experience of his knowledge 
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and dexterity, at laft fent to traniaft a n^otia 
tion in the higheft degree arduous and im 
portant; for which he was qualified, amonf 
other requifites, in the opinion of Bolingbroke, 
by his influence upon the French minifter, 
and by Ikill in queftions of commerce above 
other men. 

Of his behaviour in the lighter parts of life, 
it is too late to get much intelligence. One of 
his anfwers to a boaftfiil Frenchman has been 
related, and to an impertinent he made another 
equally proper. During his embaffy, he fat at 
the opera by a man, who, in his rapture, ac- 
companied with his own voice the principal 
finger. Prior fell to railing at the performer 
with all the terms of reproach that he could 
coUeft, till tlie Frenchman ceafing from his 
fong, began to expoftulatc with him for his 
harfh cenfure of a man who was confeffedly the 
ornament of the ftage. " I know that," fays 
the ambaflador, ** mais il chante fi haut, que 
** je nc fcaurois vous entendre." 

In a gay French company, where every one 
fung a little fong or flanza, of which the bur- 
den was, " Bannifons la Melancholic ;" when 
it came to his turn to fing, after the perform- 
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ance of a young lady that fat next him, he pro- 
duced thefe extemporary lines : 

Mais celle voix, et ces beaux yeux. 
Font Cupidon.tropdangereux, 
Et je fuis trifle quand je crie 
BannifTons la Melancholic. 

Tradition reprefents him, as willing to de- 
fcend from the dignity of the poet and ftatefman 
to the low delights of mean company. Hig 
Chloe probably was fometimes ideal: but the 
woman with whom he cohabited was a defpi* 
cable drab* of the loweft fpecies. One of his 
wenches, perhaps Chloe, while he was abfent 
from his houfe, ftolc his plate, and ran away ; 
as was related by a woman who had been his 
fervant. Of this propenfity to fordid converfe 
I have feen an account fo ferioufly ridiculous, 
that it feems to deferve infertion f. 

" 1 have been affured that Prior, after hav- 
^* ing fpent the evening with Oxford, Boling- 
** broke, Pope, and Swift, would go and fmoke 
** a pipe, and drink a bottle of ale, with a com- 
** mon foldier and his wife, in Long-Acre, 

* Spcnce ; fand fee Gent. Mag. vol. LVII. p. iot»<i.\ 
f Richardfoniana. 

Vol. III. ^ -^\,^\<^-^^ 
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•* before he went to bed ; not from any rteiairt 
*' of the lownefs of his original, as one iaid 
** but, I fuppofe, that his faculties, 

** — Strain'd to the he'fgllt, 
" In that celeilial coHoquy fublidfiCy 

*' Dazzled ^d fpent, funk down, and fought repair J 

* • 

Poor Prior, why was he fo Jiralnedy and ii 
fiich want of repair^ after a converfation with 
vo^n not, in the opinion of the world, mud 
wifer than hhtifelf ? But fuch are th^ conceit! 
of fpeculatifts, who Jirain their facultm to fi» 
in a mine what lies upon the furface. 

His opinions, fo far as the means of judging 
are left us, feem to have been right ; but hi 
life was, it feems, irregular, negligent, anc 
iEenfuaJf. 

PRIOR has written with great variety, an<i 
his variety has made him popular. He has 
tried all ftyles from the grotefque to the folemnj 
aod has not fo failed in any as to iacur derifioii 
or difgrace. 

His works may be diftinftly confidered as 
comprifing Tales, Love-verfes, Occafional 
Poems, Alma, and Solomon- 
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His Tales have obtained general approbation^ 
being written with great familiarity and great 
fpritelinefs ; the language i^ eafy, but feldoni 
grofs, and the numbers fmooth, without ap-* 
pearance of care. Of thefe tales there are only 
four. The Ladlc\ which is introduced by a 
Preface^ neither neceffary nor pleafing, neithet 
grave nor merry, Paulo Purganti \ which hag 
likewife a Preface^ but of more value than thb 
Tale* Hans Carvil^ not over decent ; and 
Protogenes and Jpellts^ an old ftory, mingled^ 
by an afFeftation not difagreeable, with modern 
images. The Toung Gtntleman in Love has hardly 
a juft claim to the title of a TaUk I know rtot 
whether he be the original author of any Tale 
which he has given us. The Adventure of 
Hans Carvel has pafled through many fuccef- 
fions of merry wits ; for it is to be found in 
Ariofto's Satires, and is perhaps yet older* 
But the merit of fuch ftories is the art of telling 
them. 

In his Amorous Eflfufions he is Icfs happy; 
for they are not diftated by nature or by paffion^ 
and have neither gallantry nor tcndernefs. They 
have the coldnefs of Cowley, without Kv^ ^v^-s 
the doll exercifes of a lk\\lf\iV\^it\^^i> x^'l^^^^ 
R % -^ 
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at all adventures to write fomethirig abou 
Chloc, and trying to .be amorous by dint o 
lludy. His fiftions therefore are mythological 
Venus, after the example of the Greek Epi 
gram, alks when jQie was feen naked and batting 
Then Cupid is mijiaken ; then Cupid is difarmi 
then he lofes his darts to Ganymede ; then 7ii 
fittr fends him a fummons by Mercury. Thci 
Chhi goes a-hunting, with an ivory quiver graa 
ful (it ker ftdi ; Diana miftakes her for one o 
her nymphs, and Cupid laughs at the blundci 
All this is furely defpicable; and even who 
he tries to aft the lover, without the help o 
gods or goddeffes, his thoughts are unafFeftini 
or remote. He talks not *' like a man of thi 
" world," 

The greateft of all his amorous eflays i 
IJcnry and Emma \ a dull and tedious dialo 
guc, which excites neither efteeni for th 
man, nor tendernefs for the woman. Th 
example of Emma, who refolves to follow a 
outlawed murderer wherever fear and gui 
fliall drive him, deferves no imitation ; an 
the experiment by which Henry tries th 
lady's conftancy is fuch as muft end eitlie 
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in infamy to her, or in difappointment to 
him&If* 

His occafional poems neceflarily loft part of 
their value, as their occafions, being lefs re^ 
membered, raifed lefs emotion. Some of them, 
however, are preferved by their inherent excel- 
knce. The burlefque of Boileau's Ode on Na- 
mur has, in fomc parts, fuch airinefs and levity, 
as will always procure it readers, even among 
thofe who cannot compare it with the original. 
The Epiftle to Boileau is not fo happy. The 
Poems to the King are now perufed only by 
young ftudents, who read merely that they . 
may learn to write ; and of the Carmen Seculariy 
I cannot but fufpeft that 1 might praife or cen- 
fure it by caprice, without danger of deteftion ; 
for who can be fuppofed to have laboured 
through it ? Yet the time h^s been when 
this neglected work was fo popular, that it 
was tranflated into Latin by no common 
matter. 

His Poem on the battle of Ramillies is ne- 
ceflarily tedious by the form of the ftanza ; an 
uniform mafs of ten lines, thirty-five times 
repeated, inconfequential and flightly connefted, 
muft weary both the ear and tivt \vtAtt^^xvS\Nx^* 

R 3 "^^^ 
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His imitation of Spenfer, which confifts prin- 
cipally ia / ween and / weety without cxclufioa 
of later modes of fpcech, makes his poem nci* 
thcr ancient nor modem. His mention of 
Mars and Belhnay and his comparifon of Marl- 
borough to the Eagle that bcars^the thunder of 
Jupiur^ are all puerile and unaffefting ; and 
yet more defpicable is the long tak told by 
Liwisy in his defpair, of Brute and TrpynofHmti 
Itnd the teeth of Cadmus^ with his fimilios of 
the raven and eagle, and wolf and lion. By 
the help of fuch eafy fiftions, and yui^ 
■' topicks, without acquaintance with life, and 
without knowledge of art or nature, a poem of 
any length, cold and lifelefs like this, may bQ 
eafily written on any fubjeft. 

In his Epilogxies to Phadra and to Lucius^ 
he is very happily facetious ;' but in the Pro- 
logue before the Queen, the pedant has found 
his way, with Minerva, Perfeus, and Andro- 
meda. 

His Epigrams and lighter pieces are, like 
thofe of others, fomctimes elegant, fometimei 
trifling, and fomctimes dull; among the befl 
are the Cffmetiottj and the epitaph on Jobm and 
Joan, 
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i Scarcely any one of our poets has written fo 
much, and tranflated fo little : the verfion 
of Calliraachus is fufficicntly licentious ; the 
paraphrafe on St. Paul's Exhortation to Charity- 
is eminently beautiful. 

jllma is written in profefled imitation of 
Hudibras, and has at leaft one accidental re-» 
femblance : Hudibras wants a plan, becaufe it 
is left imperfeft ; Alma is imperfed, becaufe it 
feems never to have had a plan. Prior appears 
not to have propofed to himfelf any drift or 
deiign, but to liave written the cafual dictates 
of the prefent moment. 

What Horace faid when he imitated Lucilius 
might be faid of Butler by Prior, his numbers 
were not fmooth or neat : Prior excelled him 
in verfification ; but he was, like Horace, /«• 
Vinton minor ; he had not Butler's exuberance 
of matter and variety of illuftration. The 
fpangles of wit which he could afFordj he knew 
how to polifli ; but he wanted the bullion of 
bis mafter. Butler pours out a negligent profu* 
lion, certain of the weight, but carelefs of the 
ftamp. Prior has comparatively little, but with 
that little he makes a fine Ihew. Alma has 
many admirers, and was t]bft oxwVj ^\^^^ ^ssnssm^ 
K 4 ^i^5:i^:^ 
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Prior's works of which Pope faid that he Ihouic 

wifh to be the author. 

Solomon is the work to which he entnifted 
the protcilion of his name, aijd which he ex- 
pefted fucceeding ages to r^ard with venera- 
tion. His afiedtion was natural ; it had un- 
doubtedly been written with great labour; 
and who is willihg to think that he has been 
labouring in vain? He had infufed into it much 
knowledge and much thought ; had often po-t 
lifhed it to elegance, often dignified it with 
fpleudour, and fometimes heightened it to fub-r 
limity: he perceived in it many excellences, 
and did not difcover that it wanted that with- 
out which all others are of fmall avail, the 
power of engaging attention and alluring cu- 
riofity. 

Tedioufnefs is the moft fatal of all faults ; 
negligences or errors are fingle and local, but 
tedioufnefs pervades the whole; other faults are 
cenfured and forgotten, but the power of te- 
dioufnefs propagates itfelf. He that is weary 
tlie firfl hour is more weary the fecond ; as 
bodies forced into motion, contrary to their 
tendency, pafs more and more flowly through 
every fucceffivc interval of fpace. 
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Unhappily this pernicious failure is that 
which an author is leaft able to difcover. Wc 
are feldom tirefome to ourfelves ; and the a£k 
of compofition fills and delights the mind with 
change of language and fucceffion of images ; 
every couplet when produced is new, and no- 
velty is the great fource of pleafure. Perhaps 
no man ever thought a line fuperfluous when 
he firft wrote it, or contrafted his Work till 
his ebullitions of invention had fubfided. And 
even if he fhould controul his dcfire of imme- 
diate renown, and keep his work nine years 
unpublifhed, he will be ftill the author, and ftill 
in danger of deceiving himfelf ; and if he 
confults his friends, he will probably find 
men who have more kindnefs than judge- 
ment, or more fear to offend than defire to 
inftruft. 

The tedioufnefs of this poem proceeds not 
from the uniformity of the fubjeft, for it is 
fufficiently diverfified, but from the continued 
tenour of the narration ; in which Solomon 
relates the fucceffive vicifEtudes of his own 
mind, without the intervention of any other 
fpeaker, or the mention of any other agent, 
unlefs it be Abra ; the reader \^ oriN:^ \a V-^vcs. 
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what he thought, and to be told that he though 
Wrong. The event of every experiment is fore 
feen, and therefore the procefs is not much re 
garded. 

Yet the work }S far from deferving to b 
negleded. He that fliall perufe it will be abl 
10 mark many paflages, to which he may re 
cur for inftruftion or delight ; many fron 
which the poet may learn to write, and th 
philofopher to reafon. 

If Prior's poetry be generally confidered, hi 
praife will be that of correftncfs and indoftry 
rather than of compafs of comprehenfion, a 
ftftivity of fancy. He never made any effort o 
invention ; his greater pieces are only tifliies o 
common thoughts; and his fmaller, whicl 
confift of light images or fingle conceits, ar< 
not always his own. I have traced him amonf 
the French Epigrammatifts, and have been in 
formed that he poached for prey an>ong ob 
fcure authors. The ThU/ and Cn-delier is ] 
fuppofe, generally confidered as an origina 
produftion ; with how much juftice this Epi 
gram may tell, which was written by Geor- 
gius gabinus, a poet now liltle known oi 

rcadj 
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read, though once the friend of Luther an4 
Melanfthon : 

De Saccrdote Furem confolante. 
Quidam facrificus furem camitatus euntem 

Hue ubi dat fontei carnificina neci, 
Ne fis mo^ftus, ait ; fummi conviva Tonantis 

Jam cum ccelitibus (fi mode crcdis) eris. 
lUe gemensy fi vera mihi folatia probes , 

Hofpes apud fuperos fis mens oro, referr, 
Sacrificus contra ; mihi non convivia fas eft 

Ducere, jejunans hac edo luce nihil. 

What he has valuable he owes to his dili^ 
gence and his judgement. His diligence has 
juftly placed him amongft tlie moft correft of 
the Englifh poets ; and he was one of the firft 
that refolutely endeavoured at corrciftnefs. Hq 
never facrifices accuracy to hafte, nor indulges 
bimfelf in contenjptuous negligence, or impa-* 
tient idlencfs ; he has no carelcft lines, or en- 
tangled fentiments ; his words are nicely fc-? 
lc£ked, s^nd his thoughts fully expanded. If 
this part of his charaSer fuffers any abatement, 
it muft be from the difproportionpf his rhymes, 
which have not always fufficient confonance, and 
from the admiffion of broken lines into his 
Solomon ; but pcrh^ijjs Vvt ^om^V^ '^i^^ ^^viCss?\ ^ 
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that hcmiftichs ought to be admitted into hcroi 
poetry. 

He had apparently fuch reftitude of judge 
ment as fecured him from every thing that ap 
proached to the ridiculous or abfurd ; but a 
laws operate in civil agency not to the excite 
ment of virtue, but the repreffion of wickedncfi 
fo judgement in the operations of intelledl cai 
hinder faults, but not produce excellence 
Prior is never low, nor very often fubhmc 
It is faid by Longinus of Euripides, that h( 
forces himfelf fometimes into grandeur bi 
violence of effort, as the lion kindles his fur] 
by the lafhes of his own tail. Whatever Prioi 
obtains above mediocrity feems the effort Oj 
ftruggie and of toil. He has many vigorous 
but few happy lines ; he has every thing by 
purchafe, and nothing by gift; he had no nigbtl) 
vljitatiom of the Mufe, no infufions of fenti- 
ment or felicities of fancy. 

His diftion, however, is more his own than 
that of any among the fucceffors of Dryden ; 
he borrows no lucky turns, or commodious 
modes of language from his predeceflbrs. His 
phrafcs are original, but they are fometimes 
harih j as he inherited ivo d.^^^Tvc^%, xvot^. Viaa 

\5 



PRIOR. 2^3 

he bequeathed. His expreffion has every mark 
of laborious ftudy : the line feldom feems to 
have been formed at once ; the words did not 
come till they were called, and were then put 
by conftraint into their places, where they do 
their duty, but do it fuUenly. In his greater 
compofitions there may be found more rigid 
ftatelinefs than graceful dignity. 

Of verfification he was not negligent : what 
he received from Dryden he did not lofe ; nei- 
ther did he increafe the difficulty of writing 
by unneceflary feverity, but ufes Triplets and 
Alexandrines without fcruple. In his preface 
to Solomon he propofes fome improvements, by 
extending the fenfe from one couplet to ano- 
ther, with variety of paufes. This he has at- 
tempted ; but without fuccefs ; his interrupted 
lines are unpleafing, and his fenfe as lefs dif- 
tinft is lefs ftriking. 

He has altered the Stanza of Spenfer, as 
a houfe is altered by building another in its 
place of a different form. With how little 
refemblance he has formed his new Stanza to 
that of his mafler, thefe fpecimens will (hew. 
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SPENSER. 

She flying faft from heaven's hated face, 
And from the world that her dilcover'd wiitf 
Fled to the waileful wildemefs apacet 
From living eyes her open fhame to hide, 
And lurk'd in rocks and caves lon^ uneipyU 
But that fair crew of knights, and Una feir 
Did in that callle afterwards abide. 
To reft themfelves, and weary powers repair, 
Where ftore they found of all, that dainty was and I 
rare. 

PRIOR. 

To the clofe rock the frighted raven flics. 
Soon as the rifing eagle cuts the air : 
The ihaggy wolf unfeen and trembling lies, 
AVhen the hoarfc roar proclainns the lion near* 
*' Ul-ftarr'd did we our forts and lines forfakc, 
To dare our Britifh foes to open fight : 
Our conqueft we by ftratagem fliould make : 
Our triumph had been founded in our flight* 
'Tis ours, by craft and by furprife to gain : 
'Tis theirs, to meet in arms, and battle in the plain. 

Bv this new ftruAure of his lines he has 
avoided difficulties ; nor am I fure tl\^.t l\e has 
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oft any of the power of plcafing ; but he no 
onger imitates Spenfer* 

Some of his^poems are written without regu- 
larity of meafures ; for when he commenced 
"poet, he had not recovered from our Pindarick 
' infatuation : but he probably lived to be con- 
vinced, that the effence of verfe is order and 
ij confonance. 

His numbers are fuch as mere diligence may 

I attain ; they feldom offend the ear, and feldoiri 

I footh it ; they commonly want airinefs, light- 

fiefs, and facility : what is fmooth, is not foft, 

tiis verfes always foil, but they feldom flow. 

A furvey of the life and writings of Priot 
may exemplify a fentence whidi he doubtlefs 
tmderftood well, when he read Horace at hisi 
uncle's ; *' the veffel long retains the fcent 
*' which it firft receives/' In his private re- 
laxation he revived the tavern, and in his 
amorous pedantry he exhibited the college* 
But on higher occafions and nobler fubjefts, 
when habit was overpowered by the necefTity of 
refleftion,, he wanted not wifdom as a ftatef- 
man, nor elegance as a poet. 
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WILLIAM CONGREViE 
fccnded from a family in Stafibrdih 
of fo great antiquity that, it claims a pi 
among the few that extend their line bcy< 
the Norman Conqueft; and was the fon 
William Congreve, fecond fon of Rich 
Congrcvc of Congreve and Stratton. He 
fited, once at Icaft, the rcfidence of his 
ceftors ; and, I believe, more places tl 
one arc fllU (hewn, in groves and garde 
where he is related to have written his Old I 

Neither the time nor place of. his birth 
certainly known ; if the infcription upon 
monument be true, he v;as born in 167 2. ] 
the place ; it was faid by himfelf, that he o\ 
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his nativity to England, and by every body 
clfe that he was born in Ireland- Southern 
mentioned him with (harp cenfure, as a man 
that meanly difoWned his native country. The 
biographers affigned his nativity to Bardfa, near 
Leeds in Yorkfhire, from the account given 
by himfelf, as they fuppofe, to Jacob, , 

To doubt whether a man of eminence has 
told the truth about his own birth, is, in ap- 
pearance, to be very deficient in candour; yet 
nobody can live long without knowing that 
falfehoods of convenience or vanity, falfehoods 
from which no evil immediately vifible enfues, 
except the general degradation of human tefti- 
mony, are very lightly uttered, and once ut- 
tered, are fullenly fupported. Boileau, who 
defired to be tliought a rigorous and fleady 
moralift, having told a petty lie to Lewis XIV. 
continued it afterwards by falfe dates ; thinking 
himfelf obliged in honou^y fays his admirer, to 
maintain what, when he faid it, was fo well 
received. 

Wherever Congreve was born, he was edu- 
cated firft at Kilkenny, and afterwards at Dub- 
lin, his father having fome military employ- 
ment that ftationed him iulttVaiwdi-. \a3X -^^x-^v 

Vol. UL S V^nTvcv^ 
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having paffed through the ufual prfpaaorj 
fludies, as may be reafonably fuppofed, witii 
great celerity and fuccefs, his fother thought it 
proper to affign him a profeffion, by whidi 
foraething proper might be gotten ; and abort 
the time of the Revolution fent him, at tin 
ago of fixteen, to ftudy law in theMiddk 
Temple, where he lived for feveral yean, 
but with very little attention to Statutes « 
Reports. 

His difpofition to become an aadior ap- 
peared very early, as he very early felt that 
force of imagination, and poflefled that copi- 
oufiiefs of fentiment, by which intelfeaual 
plcafure can be given. His firft performancJ 
was a novel, called heegnita, or Love and DtS] 
reconciled: It is praifed by the biographers, who 
quote fome part of the preface, that is indeed, 
lor fu:h a time of life, uncommonly judicious. 
I would rather praife it than read it. 

His firft dramatick labour was the Old Bal- 
chr.:,r; of which he .fays, in his defence againft 
Collier, " that comedy was written, as feveral 
*♦ know, fome years before it was aaed. -When 
•' I wrote it, I had little thoughts of tJie ftage; 
" but did it, to amufe myfelf in a flow recovery 

" from 
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* * froili a fit of ficknefs. Afterwards^ through 
" ** my indifcretion, it was feen, and in foirie 
*' little time more it was afted ; and I, through 
** the remainder of my indifcretion, fufFered 
** myfelf to be drawn in, to the profecution of 
<* a difficult and thanklefs ftudy, and to be 
** involved in a perpetual war with knaves and 
«' fools." 

There feems to be a ftrange afFeftation m • 
authors of appearing to have done every thing 
by chance. The Old Batchelor was written for 
amufement, in the languor of convalefcencc. 
Yet it is apparently compofed with great ela* 
boratenefs of dialogue, and inceflant ambition 
of wit. The age of the writer confidered, it 
is indeed a very wonderful performance ; for> 
whenever written, it was afted (1693) when 
he was not nlore than twenty -one years old j 
and was then recommended by Mr. Dryden, 
Mr. Southern, and Mr. Mayn waring. Dryden 
faid that he never had feen fuch a firft play ; 
but they found it deficient in fome things re- 
quifite to the fuccefs of its exhibition, and by 
their greater experience fitted it for the flage. 
Southern ufed to relate of one comedy, pro- 
bably of this, that when Cou?;c<i\^ x^^s.^ \x. xa 
S a ^^ 
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' comedies which may be made by a mind vi- 

' gorous and acute, and furnifhed with comick 

' charafters by the perufal of other poets, with- 

• out much aftual commerce with mankind, 

■ The dialogue is one conftant reciprocation of 

^ conceits, or clafh of wit, in which nothing 

flows neceflarily from the occafion, or is die- 

'* tated by nature. The charafters both of men 

f and women are either fiftitious and artificial, 

as thofe of Heartwell and the Ladies ; or eafy 

and common, as Wittol a tame idiot. Bluff a 

fwaggering coward, and Fondhvuife a jealous 

puritan ; and the cataftrophe arifes from a mif- 

take not very probably produced, by marrying 

a woman in a maflc. 

Yet this gay comedy, when all thefe deduc- 
tions are made, will ftill remain the work of 
very powerful and fertile faculties : the dia- 
logue is quick and fparkling, the incidents fuch, 
as feize the attention, and the wit fo exuberant 
that it " o'er-informs its tenement." 

Next year he gave another fpeclmen of his 
abilities in The Double Dealer^ whi^i was not 
received with equal kindnefs. He writes to his 
patron the lord Halifai^ a dedication, in which 
he endeavours to reconcile the reader to that 
S 3 which 
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which found few friends among the audience. 
Thefc apologies are always ufelefs : " de gufti- 
♦' bus non eft difputandum ;** men may be con- 
vinced, but they cannot be pleafed, againll 
their will, But though tafte is obftinate, it is 
very variable, and time often prevails whenar- 
guments have failed. 

Queen Mary conferred upon both thofe plays 
the honour of her prefence ; and when (he 
died, foon after Congreve teftified his gratitude 
by a dcfpicable efFufipn of elegiac paftoral; a 
compofition in which all is unnatural, and yet 
nothing is new. 

In another year (1695) his prolifick pen pro- 
duccd Love for Love-, a comedy of nearer alii- 
jince to life, and exhibiting more real mannen, 
than cither of the former. The charafter of 
Forefight was then common. Dryden calcu- 
lated nativities ; both Cromwell and king Wil- 
liam had their lucky days ; and Shaftefbury 
himfclf, though he had no religion, was faid 
to regard prediftions. The &ail(^ \^ ^^^ j^, 
counted very natural, but he is very pleafant. 

With this play was opened the new Thea- 1 
tre, under the direftion of Betterton the trage- 
^iar^ J where he exhibited two years afterwards 

(X697) 
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, (1697) The Mourning Bride ^ a tragedy, fo writ- 
\ ten as to fhew him fufSciently qualified for 
cither kind of dramatick poetry. 

In this play, of which, when he afterwards 
^ rcvifed it, he reduced the verfification to greater 
regularity, there is more buftle than fentiment; 
the plot is bufy and intricate, ,and the events 
take hold on the attention; but, except a very 
few paffages, we are rather amufed with noife, 
and perplexed with ftratagem, than entertained 
with any true -delineation of natural charafters. 
This, however, was received with more bene- 
volence than any other of his works, and Hill 
continues to be aded and applauded. 

But whatever objeftions may be made 
either to his comic or tragic excellence, they 
are loft at once in the blaze of admiration, 
when it is remembered that he had produced 
thefe four plays before he had pafled his twenty- 
fifth year , before other men, even fuch as are 
fome time to fhine in eminence, have paiTed 
their probation of literature, or prefume to 
Jiope for any other notice than fuch as is be- 
ftowed on diligence and enquiry. Among all 
the efforts of early genius which literary hif- 
tory records, I doubt whether an^ ov\ft. ^-j^a- 
S 4 \^^ 
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be produced that more furpafles the com- 
mon limits of nature than the plays of Cod- 
grevc. 

About this time began the long-conrimicl 
controverfy between Collier and the poett. 
In the reign of Charles the Firft the Puritans 
had raifed a violent clamour againft the drama, 
which they confidered as an entertainment not 
lawful to Chriftians, an opinion held by dicin 
in common with the church of Rome; and 
Prynne publiihed Hiftrio^majiiy^ sl huge vo- 
lume, in which (lage plays were cenfurcd. 
The outrages and crimes of the Puritans 
brought afterwards tlieir whole fyftem of doc- 
trine into difrepute, and from the Reftoration 
the poets and players were left at quiet; for 
to have molcfted them would have had the 
appearance of tendency to puritanical malig- 
nity. 

This danger, however, was worn away by 
time; and Collier, a fierce and implacable Non- 
juror, knew that an attack upon the theatre 
would never make him fufpefted for a puritan! 
he therefore (1698) publiihed A Jhort View oj 
the Immcrality and Profanenefs of the EhgUjl 
Stcge^ I believe with no other motive than re- 

Jigiou§ 
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liligious zeal and honeft indignation. He was 
.^formed for a controvertift ; with fufficient 
learning ; with diftion vehement and pointed, 
jj though often vulgar and incorreft ; with un- 
i(. conquerable pertinacity ; with wit in the higheft 
► 5 degree keen and farcaftick ; and with all thofe 
£t powers exalted and invigorated by juft confi- 
ij dence in his caufe. 

jj. Thus quahfied, and thus incited, he walked 

j^ out to battle, and aflailed at once moft of the 

^ living writers, from Dryden to Durfey. His 

2 onfet was violent ; thofe paflages, which while 

L they flood fingle had pafled with little notice, 

: when they were accumulated and expofed toge- 

gether, excited horror ; the wife and the pious 

caught the alarm, and the nation wondered 

why it had fo long fufFered irreligion and li- 

centioufnefs to be openly taught at the publick 

charge. 

Kothing now remained for the poets but to 
refift or fly. Dryden's confcience or his pru- 
dence, angry as he was, withheld him from 
the conflift: Congreve and Vanbrugh attempted 
anfwers. Congreve, a very young man, elated 
with fuccefs, and impatient of cenfure, aflTumed 
an air of confidence and fecurity. His chief 

artifice 
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mtifice of ooDtroverij jg to retort t^icNiltti^ 
verfary his own words ; be urerjMoejf^ 
hoping to conquer Collier with hit own** 
pons, allows himfelf in the nfe of evciyttm 
of contumeijr and contempt ; bat he has tk 
fword without the arm of Scanderfaw ; he hi 
his antagonift's coarfcnefs, bat not his fhmgdu 
Collier replied ; for conteft wu his delight, k 
was not to be frighted fiom his pwpoie orbs 
prey. 

The caufc of Congreve wu not tenAkt 
whatever gloffcs he might ufe'ibr die defenceei 
palliation of fii^lc paffages, the general tenon 
and tendency of his plays muft always be c» 
demned. It is acknowledged, with uniTcrfi 
conviftion, that the perufal of his works wil 
make no man better ; and that their uldmat 
cfFeft is to reprefent pleafure in alliance witi 
vice, and to relax thofe obligations by whid 
life ought to be regulated. 

The ftage found other advocates, ami di 
difpute was protraaed through ten years ; bi: 
fit laft Comedy grew more modeft ; and Colli< 
)ivcd to fee the reward of his labour in the re 
formation of the theatre* 
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Of the powers by which this important vic- 
tory was atchievcd, a quotation from Love for 
Love^ and the remark upon it, may afford z 
fpecimen. 

Sir Sampf. ** Sampfon's a very good name ; 
>* for your Sampfons were ftrong dogs from the 
*^ beginning." 

AngeL ♦' Have a care — If you remember, 
♦* the ftrongeft Sampfon of your name puU'd 
" an old houfe over his head at laft." 

*' Here you have the Sacred Hiftory bur- . 
** lefqued ; and Sampfon once more brought 
^* into the houfe of Dagon, to make fporf for 
*^ the Philiftlnes !" 

Congreve's laft play was The Way of the WQrld\ 
which, though as he hints in his dedication 
it was written with great labour and much 
thought, was received with fo little favour, 
that, being in a high degree offended an4 
difgufted, he refolved to commit his quiet an4 
his fame no more to the caprices of an au-^ 
dience. 

From this time his life ceafed to be publick'; 
he lived for himfelf and for his friends ; and 
among his friends was able to name every man 
pf his time whom wit and ele|,att&^ Viasi ^-^j^^. 
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' ** Nonobtufa adeo geftamus pedora Pceni. 

% « • Nee tam averfus equos Ty ri^ fol jungit ab urbe.** 

He that was thus honoured by the adverfe 
party, might naturally expeft to be advanced 
when his friends returned to power, and he 
was accordingly made fecretary for the ifland 
of Jamaica ; a place, I fuppofe, without truft 
or care, but which, with his poft in the cuf- 
toms, is faid to have afforded him twelve hun- 
dred pounds a year. 

His honours were yet far greater than his 
profits. Every writer mentioned him with re- 
fpeft ; and, among other teftimonies to his 
merit, Steele made him the patron of his Mif- 
cellany, and Pope infer ibed to him his tranf- 
lation of the Ihad. 

But he treated the Mufes with ingratitude ; 
for, having long converfed 'familiarly with the 
great, he wifhed to be confidered rather as a 
man of fafliion than of wit; and, when he re- 
ceived a vifit from Voltaire, difgufted him by 
the defpicable foppery of defiring to be confi- 
dered not as an author but a gentleman; to 
which the Frenchman replied, *' that if he had 
" been only a gentleman, he fliould not haji^ 
** come to vifit him.'* 



\s» 
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In his retirement he may be fuppofed to hate 
applied himfclf to books : for he difcoyers more 
literature than the poets have commonly at- 
tained. But his ftudies were in his latter days 
obftruifted by catarafts in his eyes, which at 
laft terminated in blindnefs. This melancholy 
ftate was aggravated by the gout, for which 
he fought relief by a journey to Bath; but 
being overturned in his chariot, complained 
from that time of a pain in his fide, and died, 
at his houfe in Surrey-ftreet in the Strand, 
Jan. 29, 1728-9. Having lain in ftate in the 
Jerufalem-chamber, he was bin-ied in Weft- 
miiifter-abbey, where a monument is erefted 
to his memory by Henrietta duchefs of Marl- 
borough, to whom, for reafons either not 
known or not mentioned, he bequeathed a 
legacy of about ten thoufand pounds ; the 
accumulation of attentive parfimony, which, 
though to her fuperfluous and ufelefs, might 
have given great affiftance to the ancient family 
from which he defcended, at that time by die 
imprudence of his relation reduced to difficul- 
ties and dillrefs. 

CON- 
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CONG RE VE has merit of the higheft 
kind ; he is an original writer, vrho borrowed 
neither the models of his plot, nor the manner 
of his dialogue. Of his plays I cannot fpeak 
diftinftly ; for fincc I infpefted them many 
years have paffed ; but what remains upon my 
memory is, that his charafters are commonly 
fiftitious and artificial, with very little of na- 
ture, and not much of life. He formed a pe- 
culiar idea of comick excellence, which he fup- 
pofed to confift in gay remarks and unexpcfted 
anfwers ; but that which he endeavoured, he 
feldom failed of performing His fcenes ex- 
hibit not much of humour, imagery, or paf- 
fion : his perfonages are a kind of intelleftual 
gladiators ; every fentence is to ward or ftrike j 
the conteft of fmartnefs is never intermitted ; 
his vrit is a meteor playing to and fro with al-* 
ternate corufcatioixs. His comedies have there* 
fore, in fome degree, the operation of tra- 
gedies ; they furprife rather than divert, and 
laife admiration oftener than merriment. But 
they are the works of a mind replete with 
images, and quick in combination. 

Of his mifcellaneous poetry, I cannot fay 
any thing very favourable* Tba ^o^^^*^ ^\ 
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Congrevc fcem to defcrt him when he 
the ftage, as Antaeus was no longer ftronj 
when he could touch the ground. It c 
be obferved without wonder, that a mi: 
vigorous and fertile in dramatick compoi 
fhould on any other occafion difcx>ver nc 
but impotence and poverty. He has in 
little pieces neither elevation of fancy, fek 
of language, nor fkill in verfification : 
if I were required to felcft from the whole 
of Englifh poetry the moft poetical parag 
I know not what I could pefer to an excl 
tion in The Mourning Bride : 

Almeria. 
It was a fancy'd noife ; for all is huQi*d, 

Leonora. 
It bore the accent of a human voice. 

Almeria, 
It was thy fear, or elfe ibme tranlient wind 
Whittling thro' hollows of this vaulted ifle : 
We'll liften— 

Leonora. 
Hark! 

Almeria. 
No, all is huQi'd, and itill as death. — ' Tis drea< 
How reverend is the face qC tV\u i^VV ^vl^^ 
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' Whofe ancient pillars rear their marble heads j 
^ To bear aloft its arch'd and ponderous roof, 
■ciBy its own weight made ftedfaft aud immoveablei 
^ Looking tranquillity ! It ftrikes an awe 
f 1 And terror on my aching fight ; the tombs 
jgg And monumental cavfcs of death look cdld, 
And flioot a chilnefs to my trembling Heart, 
Give me thy hatid, and let me heaf thy voice ; 
. Nay, quickly fpeak to me, and let me hear 
' Thy voice — my own affrights me with its echoes* 

* He who reads thcle lines Enjoys for a moment 

* the powers of a poet ; he feels what he remem- 
^ hers to have felt before ; but he feek it with 

great increafe of fenfibillty ; he recogniieS a 
familiar image, but meets it again amplified and 
expanded, embelliflied with beaiity^ and enlatged 
with majefty. 

Yet could the author, who appear^ here to 
have enjoy'd the confidence of nature, lament 
the death of queen Mary in lines like thefe: 

The rocks are cleft, and new-defcending rilU 
Furrow the brows of all th' impending hills. 
The water-gods to floods their rivulets turn, 
And each, with flreaming eyes, fupplics his wanting 
urn. 

Vol. liL T T^i^. 
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The Fauni forfiikc the woodt, the Nymphs tk5«l 
And round the plain in fad fliftraaiooi rove; 
In prickly brakes their tender limbs they tear, 1 
And leave on thorns their locks of golden hair. 
With their (harp nails, themielves theSatynvov 
And tug their (haggy beardt, and bite withgncfa 

g'ound. 
Lo Pan hiini'elf, beneath a bladed oak, 
Dejecled lies, hi« pipe in pieces broke. 
See Pales weeping top, iq wild deipair, 
And to the piercing winds her bofom bait. 
And fee yon fading oiyrtlc, where appears 
The Queen of Love, all bath'd in flowing tearsi 
See how flie wrings her hands, and beau herbn 
And tears her ufclels ^rdle from her waift : 
Hear the fad murmurs of her iighing doves ! 
For grief they figh, forgetful of their loves. 

And, many years after, he gave ho proof 
time had improved his wifdom or his wit; 
on the death of the marquis of Blandford, 
was his fong , 

And now the winds, which had fo long been 
Began thefwelling air with fighs to fill ; 
The water-nymphs, who motionlefs remainM 
Like images of ice, while fhe complained. 
Now loos'd their flreams : as when defcending 
Roll the fleep torrents headlong o'er the plaiiu. 
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■^Af ^ptonfi ^i'mm^ w^fro fo long had gaz'd, 
I ^j^^ttM with hfr cri^8i 9i)d at her griefs amaz'd, 
^^gan to roar and howl with horrid yeJl, 
K^ifmal to h^^, and territ>l^ to t^H I 
y^^G^bldg bx^ grpaqs and fig^is were heard around, 
^|And Echo ^i^uUiplied eac^ o^ournful ibund. 

In both thefe funeral poems, when he has 
. . fiikfi o»t iDiiny fyllablis oi fenCpleft (Lhur^ he 
r^^ifmiffes his reader with ftn/jslefs ponfolationj 
1,1 from Jtlie^ grave of Paftora rife.s a light that 
IP forms a ftar ; and where Amaryllis wept for 
p^ Amypt^s, from every tear fp/ung up a yiolct. 
» But William is his hero, ajui of WiWaim he 
H -will fing* 

* The hovering winds on downy wings fhall wait around, 
•* And catch, and waft to foreign lands, the flying found* 



' It cannot huj be proper to Ihew what they (hall 
have to catch and carry ; 

*Twas now, wjjbcn jjowery lawns the profped made, 
And flowing hroplcs b?n^at.h a foreft Ihade, 
A lowing heifer, lovelieil of the herd. 
Stood feeding by ; whil.e two fierce bulls prepared 
Their armed heads for fight ; by fate of war to prove 
The vidor worthy of the fair-one's love. 
Unthought prefage of what met next my view ; 
For foon the fliady fcene w ith^JCftw • 

T a Kxv^ 
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Of his tranflations, the fatire of Juvenal 
was written very early, and may therefore be 
forgiven, though it had not the maflinefs and 
vigQur of tlie original. In all his verfions 
ftrength and fpritejinefs are wanting : his 
Hymn to Venus, from Homer, is perhaps 
the beft. His lines are weakened with exple- 
tives, and his rhymes are frequently imperfeft. 

His petty poems are feldom worth the coft 
of criticifm ; fometimes the thoughts are falfe, 
and fometimes common. In his verfes on lady 
Gethin, the latter part is an imitation of Dry- 
den's ode on Mrs. Killigrew ; and Dpris, t^at 
has been fo lavifhly flattered by Steele, has in- 
deed fome lively ftanzas, but the expreffipn 
might be mended ; and the moft ft^iking part of 
the charafter had been already fliewn in Love for 
Love. His Art of PUaftng is founded on a vul- 
gar, but perhaps iraprafticable principle, and 
the ftalenefs of the fenfe is not concealed by 
any novelty of illuftration or elegance of dic- 
tion. 

This tiffue of poetry, from which he feems 
to have hoped a lafting name, is totally negledted, 
and known only as it appended to his plays. 

T.3 While 
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While comedy or >^hile tragedy is KigariA 
his plays art likely to be fead ; but, except 
what relates to the ftkge, I knoW hot that he 
has ever written a ftanza that is fang, or a 
couplet that is qubted. The general chaiaflej 
of his Mifcellanies is, that they fljew litdevit, 
and little virtue. 

Yet to him it itiuft be confefled that we afe 
indebted for the correction of a Ajttional error, 
and for the cure of our Pihdarick midnefs. 
He firft taught the Englifh writers that Pindar's 
odes were regular: aftd tliough cerfsiinly he IijkI 
not the fire requifite for the higher fpeciesof 
lyrick poetry, he has fliewn Us that enthufiafa 
has its rules, and that in mere confufion there 
is neither grace nor greatnefs. 
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SIR RICHARD BLACKMORE 
is oae of thofe men whofe writings have 
attra£bed much notice, but of whofe life and 
manners very little has been communicated, 
and whofe lot it has been to be much oftener 
mentioned by enemies than by friends. 

He was the fon of Robert Blackmore of 
Corfham in Wiltlhire, fly led by Wood Gentle-' 
manj and fuppofed to have been an attorney : 
having been for fome time educated in a coun- 
try-fchool, he was fent at thirteen to Wcftmin- 
Her; and in 1668 was entered at Edmund-Hall 
in Oxford, where he took the degree of M. A* 
June 3, 1676, and refided tliirtecn years ; a 
much longer time than it is ufual to fpend at 
the univerfity ; and which he feems to have 
T 4 paired 
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paileJ with very little attention to the bufmcfs 
of the place ; for, in his poems, the ancient 
names of nations or places, which he often in- 
troduces, are pronounced by chance. He after 
wards travelled : at Padua he was made dofloi 
of phyfick ; and, after having wandered abon 
^ year and a half on the Continent, returns 
home. 

In fome part of his life, it is not know 
wdipn, his indigence compelled him to teach 
fchool, an humiliation with which, though i 
certainly lalled but a little while, his enemie 
did not forget to reproach him, when he be 
came confpicuous enough to excite malevo 
Itiice; and let it be remembered for his honoui 
that to have been once a fchool-mafter is th 
only reproach which all the perfpicacity of ma 
lice, animated by wit, has ever fixed upon hi 
private life. 

When he firft engaged in the ftiuly of phyfic 
he enquired, as he fays, of Dr. Sydenhan 
what authors he fnould read, and was direfte^ 
by Sydenham, to Don Qiiixote ; <« which,' 
i'aid he, " is a very good book ; 1 read it ftill.' 
The pcrverfcnefs of mankind makes it oftei 
Ui ifchicvous la men of ev\\\v\Q.\\'::Q, vo ^{ye wa> 
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*o merriment, the idle and the illiterate will 
long Ihelter themfelves under this foolifli apo- 
phthegm. 

Whether he refted fatisfied with this direc- 
tion, or fought for better, he commenced 
phyfician, and obtained high eminence and ex- 
tenfive praftice. He became fellow of the Col- 
lege of Phyficians, April 12, 1687, being one 
of the thirty which, by the new charter of 
king James, were added to the former Fellows. 
His refidence was in Cheapfide *, and his 
friends were chiefly in the city. In the early 
part of Blackmore's tipie, a citizen was a term 
of reproach ; and his place of abode was ano- 
ther topick to which his adverfaries had re- 
courfe in the penury of fcandal. 

Blackmore, therefore, was made a poet not 
by neceffity but inclination, and wrote not 
for a livelihood but for fame; or, if he may 
tell his own motives, for a nobler purpofe, to 
engage poetry in the caufe of Virtue. 

1 believe it is pecuhar to him, that his firft 
publick work was an heroick poem. He was 
not known as a maker of vcrfes, tiU he pub- 

» At SaiUer'5 Hall, 
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** theit ftflories, nor impbfted Htif g6ods they 
*< had ever dealt in." He had livW m the thy 
fill he Hald ttamed its ilfMe. 

Tliat PrW^^ Jrtkkr fottfid mi«y rea^prs, i» 
^rtain ; for in twa yelrs it had thfee e<iitk)?is ; 
H very untofrimdfn in^alnce of favo^JiriMc tectp^ 
fion, ait a time wheil Hferafy curioffity was yet 
Confined to particular clafles bf the natron. Sttth 
friccefs naturally raifcd aniftiofity ; and Denrii* 
attsfckcd if by a forrtial criticJffti, more tedi^jiii 
and difguftihg than the Work whkh he con- 
demns.' To this cerifurc Attay be oppoftd the 
approbation of Locke and flie admititibil erf 
Molineux, which are found iti their printed 
Letters?. Moiineux is prfrticuferly delighted 
with the fong of Mopas^ #hich is therefore fub- 
jorned to this nirrattive. 

It is teraatrked by Pope, that wh^t " taifts 
<< tfie hero often finks the mah.^ Of Bkck- 
ttrorfe h may be faid, tha(t as the poet fink&j the 
man rifcs ; the animadvetflons of Dennis, Jn- 
folerrt arid contemptuoiis as they ^ere, rtifcd 
in hfrti ftfe implacable refentment: he and his' 
crrtidc were afterwards friends ; and in oM of 
his UUtt works? he praifes Dennis as ** tq^l 

♦*4d 
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** to Boilcau in poetry, and fuperior to him in 
*' critical abilities. 

Hcfeems to have been more delighted with 
praife |Jiaa pained by cenfure, and, infteadof 
flackening, quickened his career. Having ia 
two years produced ten books of Prince Jrthu 
in two years more (1697J he fent into the 
world Kifi^ Jrthur in twelve. The provocatioQ 
was now doubled, and the refentment of wits 
and criticks toay be fuppofed to have encreafeJ 
in proportion. He found, however, advan- 
tages more than equivalent to all their outrages; 
he was this year made one of the phyficians in 
ordinary to king William, and advanced by 
him to the honour of knighthood, with a pre- 
lent of a gold chain and medal. 

Tlie malignity of the wits attributed his 
knighthood to his new poem ; but king Wil- 
liam was not very ftudious of poetry, and 
Blackmorc perhaps had other merit : for he 
fays, in his Dedication to Alfred^ tliat "he 
*' had a greater part in the fucceffion of the 
'• houfe of Hanover that ever he had boafted," 

What Blackmore could contribute to the 
SucccfTion, or what he imagined himfelf to 
have contributed, camiot now be known. 
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^That he had been of confiderable nfe, I doti b 

not but he believed, for I hold him to have 

.been very honeft j but he might eafily make a 

jfalfe eftimate of his own importance: thofc 

whom their virtue reftrains from deceiving 

^ Others, are often difpbfed by tlieir vanity to 

. deceive themfelves. Whether he promoted 

the Succeffion or not, he at Icaft approved it, 

and adhered invariably tb his principles and 

party through his whole life. 

His ardour of poetry ftill continued ; and 
not long after (1700) he publiflied a Faraphtafe 
on the Book ofjb^ and other parts of the fcrip- 
ture. This performance Dryden, who purfued 
him with great malignity, lived long enough 
to ridicule in a Prologue. 

The wits eafily confederated againft him, as 
Dryden, whofe favour they almoft all courted, 
was his profefled adverfary. He had befides 
given them reafon for refentment, as, in his 
. Preface to Prince Arthur ^ he had faid of the 
Dramatick Writers almoft all that was alleged 
afterwards by Collier ; but Blackmore's cenfure 
was cold and general, Collier's was perfonal 
and ardent ; Blackmore taught his reader to 
diflikc, what Collier incited hinx to ^Wclox* 
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In his Preface to King Arihw be endca* 
voured to gain at le»ft cne friead» and propi* 
tiatcd Cor^grevc by higher praiii pf bis #iw- 
i«y Briie than it has obtained from any other 
critick. 

The fame year he publilhed t Satirf en Wii\ 
a proclamation of defiance which wjited the 
poets almoft all againfthiai, and which brpi^ 
upon him lampoons and ridicule from evfiy 
fide. This he doubdcfs forefaw, 9Jid evid^tlf 
defpifed ; twr ibojild his digaky of mw^A be 
without its praifc, had he not paid thp homage 
to grcatnefs which he denied to geuius, ;iiiii 
degraded hiuifeif by conferring th^t ^ijtliorit; 
over the national tafte, which he take.s from 
the poets, upon men of high r^nk and wide 
iufluence, but of lefs wit, and not greater 
virtue. 

Here is again difcovered tlie iixhabitant of 
Cheapfide, whofe head cannot keep his poetry 
unmingled with trade. To hinder that ipte/- 
leftual bankruptcy which he affedts to feaf, he 
wHl ereft a Bank for ff^if. 

In this poem he juftly .cenfui:eid Dryde^n'j 
impurities, but praifed his powers ; though 
in a fubfequeojt edition he jc|u\ii\^4 fj^^ ft^rc 
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ind omitted the pralfe. What was his reafbn 
I know not ; Dryden was then no longer in 
kis way. 

His head Hill teemed with heroic poetry, 
^nd (1705) he pmbliflied £Iiza in ten bodes. 
I am afraid that the world was now weary pf 
contending about Blackmore^s heroes ; for i 
do not remjember that by amy authpr, ferious 
or comical, I have found MUze either praifed or 
Warned. She ''dropped,-* as it feems, ** dfiad;» 
*-* bom firom the prefs.'*^ It is never mentioned^ 
and was never feen by me till I borrowed it 
for the prefent occafion. Jacob fiiys, *f it is 
*' correfted, and revifcd for another impref- 
** lion ;" but the labour of revifion W33S thrown 
away. 

From this time he turned ibmc of hif 
thoughts to the celebration of living diaraflers ; 
and wrote a poem on the Kit-cat Cduhy and 
Advice to ih£ Poets how t» aUhrate the Duh of 
Marlborough ; but on occafion of anctther y^ar 
of fuccefs, thinking himfelf qualified to give 
more inftruftion, he again wrote a poem of 
Mvice^ to a H^^ecaur of Tapefiry. Steele w^s then 
publifhing the TaiUr ; and looking round himt 
fojT fbractliiwg at wliich lie might la.\3L^^ ^is^- 
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luckily lighted on Sir Richard's work, and 
treated it with fuch contempt, that, as FcntoQ 
obferves, he put an end to the fpecies of wri* 
ters that gave Advice to Painters. 

Not long after (17 12) he publifhed Cr/A/ii, 
a philifophical Poem, which has been, by rayI^ 
commcnJatiori, inferted in the late colleaion. 
Whoever judges of this by any other of Black- 
morc's performances, will do it injury. The 
praifegivcnitbyAddifon (5^fr. 339) istoovcl 
known to be tranfcribed ; but feme notice is 
due to the teftimony of Dennis, who calls it 
a " philofophical Poem, which has equalled 
** that of Lucretius in the beauty of its vcrfi- 
'' fication, and infinitely furpafled it in the 
** folldity and ftrcngth of its reafoning." 

Why an author furpafles himfelf, it is na- 
tural to enquire. 1 liavc heard froni Mr. Dra- 
per, an eminent bookfellcr, an account received 
by him from Ambrofe Philips, *' That Black- 
*' more, as he proceeded in this poem laid his 
*' manufcript from time to time before a club 
*' of wits with whom he aflb.ciated ; and tliat 
** every man contributed, as he could either 
** improvement or corrc£lion: fo that" faid 
Philips, •* there are peihaps no where in the 
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** book thirty lines together that now ftand as 
^* they were originally written." 

The relation of Philips, I fuppofe, was true j 
but when all reafonable, all credible allowance 
is made for this friendly revifion, the author 
will ftill retain an ample dividend of praife ; 
for to him muft always be affigned the plan of 
the work, the diftribution of its parts, thq 
choice of topicks, the train of argument, and, 
what is yet more, the general predominance ot 
philofophical judgement and poetical fpirit. 
Correction feldom efFefts more than the fup- 
preffion of faults: a happy line, or a fingle 
elegance, may perhaps be added ; but of a large 
work the general character muft always remain ; 
the original conftitution can be very little helped 
by local remedies ; inherent and radical dullnefs 
will never be much invigorated by extrinfick 
animation. 

This poem, if he had written nothing elfe, 
would have tranfmitted him to pofterity among 
the firft favourites of the Englilh Mufe ; but to 
make verfes was his tranfcendent pleafure, and 
as he was not deterred by cenfure, he was not 
fatiated with praife. 
Vol. IIL U ^'^ 
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He deviated, however, fomctimes into other 
tracks of literature, and condefcended to entcr- 
tiiin his readers witli plain profe. When the 
Sp€.^ator flopped, he confidered the polite worU 
as dcftitutc of entertainment ; and in concert 
with Mr. Hughes, who wrote every third paper, 
publifhcd three times a week the LayMnajH 
founded on the fuppofition that feme literary 
men, whofe charafters are defcribed, had it- 
tircci to a houfe in the country to enjoy philo- 
fophical leifure, and refolved to inftruft the 
public, by communicating their difquifitions 
and amufements. Whether any real perfom 
were concealed under fivElitious names, is not 
known. The hero of the club is one Mr. 
Johnfon ; fuch a conftellation of excellence, 
that his ciiarafter fhall not be fuppreflcd, 
though there is no great genius in the defign, 
nor Ikiil in the delineation. 

'« The firft I Ihall name is Mr. Johnfon, a 
*' gentleman that owes to nature excellent &- 
*• cultics and an elevated genius, and to in- 
" duflry and application many acquired ac- 
'* compliihmcnts. His.tafte is diftinguilhinij, 
*\iiill, and delicate; his judgement clear, and 
** his rcafon ftrong, accompanied with an. ima- 

** gination 
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■ *' gination full of fpirit, of great conipals, and 
m ** ftored with refined id^as. He is a critick of 

■ **^ the firft rank : and, what is his peculiar Or- 
el ** naraent, he is delivered frorfi the oftentation, 
J "malevolence, and fupercilious temper, • that 
•: •* fo often blemifh men of that charafter. His 
If *' remarks rcfult from the nature and reafon of 
i ** things, and are formed by a judgement free, 
I ** and unbiaffed by the authority of thofe who 
r •* have lazily followed each other in the fame 

** beaten track of thinkings and are arrived 
** only at the reputation of dcute granirnarians 
** and commentators ; men, who have been 
** copying one another many hundred years, 
** without any improvement ; or, if they have 
** ventured ferther, have only applied in a me - 
** chanical manner the rules of antient critieks 
*' to modern writings, and with great labour 
** difcovered nothing but their own want of 
*' judgement and capacity. As Kir. Johnfon 
** penetrates to the bottom of his fubjeft, by 
" which means his obfervations are folid and 
** natural, as well as delicate, fo his defign is 
** always to bring to light fomething ufeful and 
** ornamental ; whence his charafter is the t^- 
** verfc to theirs, who \\ave ttcvvvsfc^x -^^vvis.'^ 
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** in infignificant knowledge, and a great Hi- 
«< city in finding out trifles. He is no kfsin- 
** duftrious to feafch out the merit of an an- 
'' thor, than fagacious in difcerning his errors 
'* and defefts ; and takes more pleafure in coffl- 
'' mending the beauties than expofing the He- 
*' mifhes of a laudable writing : hkc Horace, 
*' in a long work, .he can bear fome deformi- 
** ties, and juftly lay them on the imperfeSiofl 
** of human nature, which is incapable of 
** faultlefs produftions. When an excellent 
•' Drama appears in publick, and by its intrin- 
** fick worth attrafts a general applaufe, he is 
'* not Hung with envy and fpleen ; nor does he 
" exprefs a favage nature, in faftcning upon 
*' the celebrated author, dwelling upon his 
" imaginary defefts, and pafling over his con- 
*' fpicuous excellences. He treats all writers 
*' upon the fame impartial foot; and is not, 
*^ like the little criticks, taken up entirely in 
*' finding out only the beauties of the ancient 
** and nothing but the errors of the modern 
*' writers. Never did any one exprefs more 
*' kindnefs and good-nature to young and unfi- 
*' niflied authors; he promotes tlieir interefts 
•* protc£ts their reputation, extenuates their 

** faults. 



«« 
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faults, and fets off their virtues, and by his 
%R»" candour guards them from the feverity of 
t f** his judgement. He is not like thofe dry 
irl^* criticks, who are morofe becaufe they cannot 
♦* write themfelves, but is himfelf mafter of a 
rjl ** good vein in poetry ; and though he does 
3^ *• not often employ it, yet he has fometimes 
^i ** entertained his friends with, his unpubliihed 
■i *' performances." 

m The reft of the Z ay Monh feera to be but 

E feeble Mortals, in comparifon with the gigan- 

: tic Johnfon; who yet, with all his abilities, 

and the help of the fraternity, could drive the 

publication but to forty papers, which were 

afterwards collefted into a volume, and called 

* in the title A Sequel to the Spiff aton. . 

Some years afterwards (17 16 and 17 17) he 
publifhed two volumes of Effays in profe, 
which can be commended only as they are 
written for the higheft and nobleft purpofe, the 
promotion of religion, Blackmore's profe is 
not the profe of a poet; for it is languid, 
fluggilh, and lifelefs ; his diftion is neither 
daring nor exaft, his flow neither rapid nor 
eafy, and his periods neither fmooth nor 
ftrong. His account of ff^it will ftv'^'^ njiv^Csv 
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how little clcarncfs he is content to think» an 
how little his tlioughts are recommended b 
his language. 

*' As to its efficient caufe. Wit owes ii 
** produftion to an extraordinary and peculii 
** temperament in the conftitution of the ppi 
♦' felTor of it, in which is found a concurrenc 
** of regular and exalted ferments, aiwl anal 
^' fluencc of animal fpirits, refined and reflifie 
*^ to a great degree of purity ; whence, bein 
*' endowed with vivacity, brigbtnefs, and a 
♦« lerity, as well in their refleftions as dired 
** motions, they become proper inftrumeni 
*^ for the fpritely operations of the mind ; b 
** which means the imagination can with grej 
*' facility range the wide field of Nature cor 
*' template an infinite variety of objedls, anc 
*' by obfcrving the fimilitude and difagreemer 
*' of their feveral qualities, finglc out and al 
♦' flraft, and then fuit ^nd unite thofe ide« 
*^ which will beft ferve its purpofe. Henc 
^* beautiful allufions, furprifing metaphors, an 
♦* admirable fcntiments, are always ready < 
^* hand : and while the fancy is full of ima^^c 
^' collefted from innumerable objedts and thei 
♦^ (Jiff^rem qualities, relations, and habitudei; 

** i 
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** it can at pleafure drefs a common notion in 
** a ftraiige but becoming garb ; by which, as 
^* before obferv^ed, the fame thought will ap- 
** pear a new one, to die great delight and 
** wonder of the hearer. What we call genius 
** refults from this particular happy complexion 
** in the firft formation of the perfon that en- 
** joys it, and is Nature's gift, but diverfified 
** by various fpecifick charafters and limita- 
*^ tions, as its a£tive fire is blended and allayed 
** by different proportions of phlegm, or re- 
" duced and regulated by the contrail of oppo- 
** lite ferments. Therefore, as there happens 
** in the compofition of facetious genius a 
** greater or lefs, though ftill an. inferior, de« 
" gree of judgement and prudence, one man 
** of wit will be varied and diftinguifhed from 
** another." 

In tbeffi EfTays he took little care to 
propitiate the wits ; for he fcorns to avert 
their malice at the expence of virtue or of 
truth. 

" Several, in their books, have many farcaf- 

** tical and fpiteful ftrokes at religion in ge- 

*' neral; while others make themfelves pleafant 

" with the principles of the ChrilliaA* Oi 

U 4 ^'^ ^^ 
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** lifhcd religion of their country 
** the author would have receive 
** ment he deferved. But the fj 
** pious buffoon is very different 
** tellant kingdom, zealous of t 
" religious immunities, he has n< 
*' affironts and the effefts of publ 
** but has been careffed and patrc 
** fons of great figure, and of all d< 
** Violent party-men, who differe 
*' befides, agreed in their turn to 
** lar refpeft and friencTfhip to 
*' derider of the worfhip of his c< 
** laft the reputed writer is not 
** with impunity, but triumphs i 
*' and preferment. I do not kno^ 
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** from the exceffive efteem and love that men 
** in power, during the late reign^ had for wit, 
** or their defeft of zeal and concern for the 
** Chriftian religion, will be determined beft 
** by thofe who are beft acquainted with their 
<* charafter." 

In another place he fpeaks with becoming 
abhorrence of a godlefs author who has bur- 
lefqued a Pfalm. This author was fuppofed 
to be Pope, who publifhed a reward for any- 
one that would produce the coiner of the accu - 
fat ion, but never denied it; and was after- 
wards the perpetual and inceffant enemy of 
Blackmore. 

One of his Eflays is upon the Spleen, which 
is treated by him fo much to his own fatisfac- 
tion, that he has publifhed the fame thoughts 
in the fame words ; firft in the Lay MonaJUry\ 
then in the Efl&y ; and then in the Preface to a 
Medical Treatife on the Spleen. One paf- 
fage, which I have found already twice, I 
will here exhibit, becaufe I think it better 
imagined, and better exprefled, than could 
be expefted from the common tenour of his 
profe : 
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•* — As die fcveral combinations of fplffld 
«* madncfs and folly produce an infinite van 
«* of irregular uiiderftanding, fo the amic 
** accommodation and alliance between fo 
«« virtues and vices produce an equal difc 
** in the difpofitions and manners of manl 
** whence it comes to pafs, that as manyi 
*Mlrousand abfurd produAions are foun 
*' the moral as in the intelleaual world. 
•* lV.qjrifing is it to obferve among the 
*' culpable men, fomc whofe minds ar 
** trafted by heaven and earth, with a fee 
*' equal force ; fome who are proud of 1 
*' lity ; others who are cenforious and um 
*' table, yet felf-denying and devout ; 
" who join contempt of tlie world with i 
*' avarice ; and others, who prefcrve a 
*' degree of piety, with ill-nature and i 
" verned paffions ; nor are inftances of th 
*' confiftent mixture lefs frequent amoni 
** men, where we often, with admiratioi 
" perfons at once generous and unjuft, im 
*' lovers of their country, and flagitious h( 
** good-natured Iharpers, immoral men o 
*' nour, and libertines who will fooner die 
** change their religion ; and. though it ij 
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* that repugnant coalitions of fo high a degree 

* ar^ found but in a part of mankind, yet non^ 

* of the wjiole mafs, either good or bad, arp 

* intirely exempted from fome abfurd mix- 
'' lure." 

Jie about this time (Aug. 22, 1716) became 
f< one of the Ele^s of the College of Phyfi. 
** cians ; and was foon after (Oft, i.) chofen 
Cffifor. He feems to have arrived late, what* 
^v^r was tlae reafon, at his medical honours. 

Having fucceeded fo well in his book ox\ 
Qnation. by which he eftablifhed the great prin^ 
piple of ;^U Religion, he thought his undertak-* 
ing imperfeft, unlefs he likewife enforced the 
truth of Revelation ; and for )hat purpofe added 
juiothcr poem on Redemption. He had likewife 
nrritteni before his Creatiort^ three books on 
the Nature of man. 

The lovers of mulical devotion have always 
wifbed for a more happy metrical verfion than 
they have yet obtained of the book of Pfalms { 
this wilh the piety of Blackmore led him tQ 
gratify; and he produced (172 1) a new Verjioi^ 
$f thf Pfalms ff David, fried to the Tunes ufed 
in Churches ; which, being recommended by the 
Sirchbiftops f^^d ipany bilhops^ obuisM^.A'^ Vw^ 
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cence for its admiffion into publick worihlp 
but no admiffion has it yet obtained, norli 
it any right to come where Brady and Ta 
have got poffeffion. BJackmore^s name nn 
be added to thofe of many others, who, byt 
fame attempt, have obtained only the pra 
of meaning well. 

He was not yet deterred from heroick poed 
there was another monarch of this ifland, i 
he did not fetch his heroes from foreign cou 
tries, whom lie conlidered as worthy of t 
Epic miife, and he dignified Alfred (1723) wi 
twelve books. But the opinion of the n 
tion was now fettled ; a hero introduced 
Blackmore was not likely to find either refpf 
or kindnefs ; Alfred took his place by Eliza 
fllcnce and darknefs : benevolence was afham 
to favour, and malice was weary of infultin 
Of his four Epic Poems, the firfl: had fuch r 
putation and popularity as enraged the critick 
the fccond was at Icaft known enough to 1 
ridiculed ; the two laft had neither friends n< 
enemies. 

Contempt is a kind of gangrene, which if 
feizes one part of a charafter corrupts all tl 
Tefl by degrees. Blackmore^ being defpifed J 
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i» III poet, was in time neglefted as a phyfician ; 

tfhis praftice, which was once invidioufly great, 

Jforfook him in the latter part of his life i but 

m being by nature, or by principle, averfe from 

s' idlenefs, he employed his unwelcome leifure 

■ in writing books on phyfick, and teaching 

others to cure thofe whom he could himfelf 

!9 cure no longer. I know not whether I can 

ri enumerate all the treatiles by which he has en- 

ff deavoured to diffufe the heart of healing ; for 

p there is fcarcely any diftemper, of dreadful 

: name, which he has not taught the reader how 

: to oppofc. He has written on the fmall-pox, 

with a vehement inveftive againft inoculation ; 

on confumptions, the fpleen, the gout, the 

rheumatifm, the king's -evil, the dropfy, the 

jaundice, the ftone, the diabetes, and tlic 

plague. 

Of thofe books, if I had read them, it could 
not be cxpefted that 1 fhould be able to give a 
critical account. I have been told that there is 
fomething in them of vexation and difcontent, 
difcovered by a perpetual attempt to degrade 
phyfick from its fublimity, and to reprefent it 
as attainable without much previous or conco- 
mitant learning. By the tta\A^^uX^\\c&%^\v'^^^ 



30i BLAClCMORE: 

I have thrown upon them, I hare obfcn^ci an 
affcfted contempt of the Ancients, and a fiipcr- 
ciliovis dcrifion of tranfmitted knowledge. Of 
this indecent arrogance the following quotation 
from his preface to the Treatife on the Small- 
pox will afford a fpecimen ; in which, when 
the reader finds, what I fear is tme, that when 
he was cenfuring Hippocrates he did not know 
the difference between aphorifm and apophthegm, 
he will not pay much regard to his determina- 
tions concerning ancient learning. 

" As for this book of Aphorifms, it is like 
" my lord Bacon's of the fame title, a book of 
*' jefls, or a grave colleftion of trite and triflin^ 
** obfcivations; of which though many are true 
*' and certain, yet they fignify nothing, and 
** may afford diverfion, but no inftniftion; moft 
" of them being much inferior to the favings 
'* of the wife men of Greece, which yet are fo 
** low and mean, that we are entertained every 
*' day with more valuable fentiments at the 
*' table-converfation of ingenious and learned 
** men." 

I am unv,llling, however, to leave him in 
total difgrace, and will therefore quote from 
another Preface a paffagc kfs reprchenlible. 

'* Some 
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" ** Some gentlemen have been difingcnuous 

*•** and unjuft to mc, by wrefting and forcing 

^* my meaning in the Prefece to another book, 

*•* as if I condemned and expofed all learning, 

■*** though they knew I declared that I greatly 

*** lionoured and efteemed all men of fuperiof 

^'♦* literature and erudition ; and that I only un- 

5' ** dervalued falfe or fuperficial learning, that 

^ •* fignifies nothing for tli€ fervice of mankind ; 

* ** and that, as to phyfick, I expreflfly affirmed 

fc ♦* that learning mull be joined with native 

•* genius to make a phyfician of the firft rank i 

I •* but if thofe talents are feparated^ I aflerted, 

' •* and do ftill infift, that a man of native 

■ ** fagacity and diligence will prove a more able 

** and ufeful praftifer, than a heavy notional 

•* fcholar, encumbered with a heap of confufedi 

« iilcas.'' 

He was not only a poet and a phyfician, but 
produced likewife a work of a ditFercnt kind-, 
jf true and impartial Hijiory of the Confpiracy 
agahffi King William of glorious Memory^ in the 
Year 1695. This I have never feen, but fup- 
pofc it at leaft compiled with integrity. He en- r 
gaged likewife in theological controverfy, andf 
wrote two books againft th^ A.x\aK\% *, ^l^^J^ 
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Prejudices againji the Arian Hypothefis ; and Ms- 
dern Arians unma/ked. Another of his works 
is Natural Thcohgy or Moral Duties conJUtrd 
apart from Pofitive ; with fame Ohfer vat ions on the 
Dejirablenefs and Necejftty of a fupernatural Rm- 
lation. This was the laft book that he pub- 
liflicd. He left behind him TT^e accomplijki 
Preacher^ or an EJfay upon Divine Eloquence; 
which was printed after his death by Mr. White 
of Nayland in Eflcx, the minifter who attended 
his death-bed, and teftified the fervent piety of 
of his laft hours. He died on the eighth of 
Oftobcr, 1729. 

BLACK MO RE, by the unremitted en- 
mity of the wits, whom he provoked more by 
his virtue than his dullnefs, ^has been expofed 
to wMifc trcaiment than he deferved ; his name 
was \o long 11 fed to point every epigram upon 
dull writers, that it became at laft a bye -word 
of contempt ; but it defcrves oblervation, that 
malignity takes hold only of his writings, and 
that his life palled without reproach, even when 
his boldiicA of roprehenfion naturally turned 
upon him many eyes defirous to efpy faults, 
which many ton-;uc3 would have made hafte to 

publilh. 
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publifli. But tbofe who could not blame, 
could at leaft forbear to praife, and therefore 
. of his private life and domeftick charafter there 
are no memorials. 

As an author he may j uftly claim the honours 
of magnanimity. The inceffant attacks of his 
enemies, whether ferious or merry, are never 
difcovered to have difturbed his quiet, or to 
have leflened his confidence in himfelf ; they 
neither awaked him to filence nor to caution ; 
they neither provoked him to petulance, nor 
depreffed him to complaint. While the diftri- 
butors of literary fame were endeavouring to 
depreciate and degrade him, he either def- 
pifed or defied them, wrote on as he had 
written before, and never turned afide to quiet 
them by civility, or reprefs them by confu- 
tation. 

He depended with great fecurity on his own 
powers, and perhaps was for that reafon lefs 
diligent in perufing books. His literature was, 
I think, but fmall. What he knew of anti- 
quity, I fufpeft him to have gathered from 
modern compilers : bvit, tliough he could not 
boaft of much critical knowledge, his mind was 
. ftorcd witli general principles, and he left a\U 
VoL. IIL X vv^^^s. 
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luitc rcfcarchcs to thofe whom he coi 
Utile minds. 

With this difpoiition he wrote moft of li 
poems. Having formed a magnificent dc^ 
he was carelefs of particular and fuboriiwB 
elegances ; he iludied no niceties of vofiSo- 
tion ; he waited for no felicities of fancy; ta 
caught his firft thoughts in his firft words d 
which they were prefented : nor does itappfl 
that he faw heyond his own performances,* 
had ever elevated his ideas to that ideal pcrW 
tion which every genius bom to excel is cd 
demned always to purfue^ and never ovcrtal 
In the firft fuggeftions of his imagination he J 
quiefced ; he thought tliem good, and didr 
fcek for better. His works may be read a k 
time without the occurrence of a fingle 1; 
tliat ftands prominent from the reft. 

The poem on Crsation has, however, 1 
appearance of more circumfpedtion • it wa 
neither harmony of numbers, accuracy 
tliought, nor elegance of diction : it has eil 
been written with great care, or, what can 
be imagined of fo long a work, with fuch i 
city as made care Icfs neceflary. 
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- Its two conftituent parts are ratiocination and 
defcription. To reafon in verfe, is allowed to 
be difficult ; but Blackmore not only rcafons in 
verfe, but very often rcafons poetically ; and 
finds the art of uniting ornament with ftrength, 
and eafe with cbfenefs. This is a flciU which 
Pope might have condefcended to learn from 
him, when he needed it fo much in his Moral 
Eflays, 

In his defcriptions both of life and nature, 
the poet and the philofopher happily co-operate ; 
truth is recommended by elegance, and elegance 
fuftained by truth. 

In the ftrufture and order of the poem, not 
Only the greater parts are properly confecutive, 
but the didaftick and illuftrative paragraphs 
are fo happily mingled, that labour is relieved 
by plcafure, and the attention is led on through 
a long fucceffion of varied excellence to tlie ori- 
ginal pofition, the fundamental principle of 
wifdom and of virtue. 

As the heroick poems of Blackmore are now 
little read, it is thought proper to infert, as a 
fpecimen from Prime Arthur^ the fong of Mopas 
njentionecl bv Molineux. 

X 1 ^"^^ 
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Diit that which Arthur with moft plcafurcli 
Were noble ftrains, by iVJopas fung the bard, 
Who to his harp in lofty verfe began, 
ArA through the fecret maze of nature ran, 
lie the great Spirit fung. that all things fill'd, 
That the tumultuous waves of Chaos ftill'dj 
Whofe nod dilposM the jarring feeds to peace. 
And made the wars of hoflile Atoms ceafe. 
All Beings we in fruitful Nature find. 
Proceeded from the great Eternal Mind- 
i^treams of his unexhauded fpring of power 
And chcrifli'd with his influence, endure. 
He fpread the pure cerulean fields on high. 
And arch'd the chambers of the vaulted iky 
Which lie, to fuit their glory with their height, 
Adorn'd with globes, that reel, as drunk with 
His hand diredled all the tuneful fpheres 
He turn'd their orbs, and polifli'd all the flars. 
He fill'd ihe Sun's vaft lamp with golden light 
And bid the fdver Moon adorn the nitrht. 
He fpread the airy Ocean without fliores 
Where birds are wafted with their feather'd oars 
Then fung the bard how the light vapours rife 
From the warm earth, and cloud the fmiline ft 
He fung how fome, chill'd in their airy fli&ht 
Fall fcatter'd down in pearly dew by night • 
How foine, rais'd higher, (it in fecret fleams 
On the refltded points of bounding t earns. 
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Till, chiird with cold, they ftiade th* etherial plain. 
Then on the thirfty earth defcend in rain ; 

. How fome, whofe parts a flight contexture (how, 

. Sink hovering through the air, ip fleecy fnow ; 

, How part is fpun in filken threads, and clings 

i 



Entangled in the grafs m glewy firings ; 
How. others ftamp to ftones, with rufliing found 
fall from their cryftal quarries to the ground ; 
How fome are laid in trains, that kindled fly 
In harmlefs fires by night, about the iky 5 
Ho\^ fome in winds blow with impetuous force. 
And carry ruin where they bend their courfe. 
While fome confpire to form a gentle breeze, 
To fan the. air, and play among the trees ; 
How. fome, enrag'd, grpvv turbijent and loud. 
Pent, in the bowels of a frowning cloud ; 
That cracks, as if the axis of the wprld 
Was broke, and heaven's bright tqwcrs were down- 
. wards hurl'd. 
He fung how earth's wide ball, at Jove*s command, 
Did in the midd on airy columns fland ; 
And how the foul of plants, in prifon held, 
«Aad bound with fluggifli fetters, lies concealM, 
Till with the fpring's warm beams, almoft released 
From th? dull weight, with which it lay opprefl, 
Its vigour ipreads, and makes the teeming earth 
Heave up, and labour with the fprouting birth : 

X 3 TK^ 
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1 heaftivc fpirit freedom fktki in vain. 
It only works and twiils a Wronger chains 
Urging its prifon's fides to break a w^^ 
It makes that wider, where 'tis forcM to iby, 
Till, having form'd its living houfe, it rears 
Its head, and in a tender plant appears. 
Hence fprings the oak; the beauty of the grdn, 
Whofe ftately trunk fierce llorms can fcarcely mofc 
Hence grows theccdir, hence the fwellingvine 
Docs round the elm its purple cliifters twine. 
Hence painted flowers the fmiling gardens blcf?, 
Both with their fragrant fcent and feaudy drcfs. 
Hence the white lily in ftiU beauty grows 
Hence the blue violet, and blufiiing rofe. 
He fling how fun-beams brood upon the earth, 
And in the glebe hatch fuch a numerous .birth; 
Which way the genial warmth in Summer ftonni 
Turns putrid vapours to a bed of worms • 
How rain, traiisforiiVd by this prolifick power, 
Falls from the clouds an animated fhower. 
He fung the embryo's growth within the v^omb, 
And how the parts their various iliapes afliirac. 
Withwhatrareartthe wonderous Umaure'swroiigliJ 
From one crude mafs to fuch perfbaion brought; 
That no part ufelefs, none miiplac'd we fee 
None are forgot, and more would monftrousbc." 



^/^\^TQN 



[ 3" ] 



E N T O N. 



ITIHE brevity with which I am to write the 

* account of ELIJAH FENTON is 

not the efFeft of indifference or negligence. 

I I have fought intelligence among his relations 

i in his native country, but have not obtained it. 

f He was born near Newcaftle in Stafibrdfhire, of 
an ancient family, whofe eftate was very con- 

' fiderablc ; but he was the youngeft of twelve 
children, and being therefore necefl&xily def- 
tined to fome lucrative employoient, was fent 
firft to fchool, and afterwards to Cambridge * , 
but, with many other wife and virtuous men, 
who at that time of difcord and debate confulted 

* He was eiiter«d.Qf Jefus College^ a^d took a Bj^:helor's de^ 
gree in 1704. H« 
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confcicncc, whether well or ill informed, m 
than intcreft, he doubted the legality of t 
j^ovcrnment, and, refufing to qualify himl 
for publick employment by the oaths rcquin 
left the univcrfity without a degree; bui 
never heard that the enthufiafm of oppofiti 
impelled him to feparation frpm the church. 

By this perverfenefs of integrity he \ 
diivcn out a commoner of Nature exclm 
from tlie regular modes of profit and profperi 
and reduced to pick up a livelihood uncert 
^nd fortuitous ; but it muft be remeiubei 
that he kept his name unfulJied, and ne 
fuffcred himfelf to be reduced, like too ma 
of i!ic fame feft, to mean arts and diftionoura^ 
lliifts. Whoever mentioned Fenton, mention 
iiiin with honour. 

The life that paffes in penury, mull nece 
f.irily pafs in obfcurity. It is impofTible 
t::icc Fciiton from year to year, or to difcov 
what means he ufcd for his fupport. He w 
a while fccrctary to Charles earl of Orrery ; 
1 landers, and tutor to his young fon, who afte: 
\\;nJs mentioned him with great eflccm an 
tendvinefs. He was at oiic time afliftaiit in tl 
J^liuol of Mr. Bcnwicke in Surrey ^ and at anc 
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^r^her kept a fchool for himfelf at Sevenoaks in 

^jKent, which he brought into reputation ; but was 
perfuaded to leave it (17 10) by Mr. St. John, 

^j with promifes of a more honourable employ- 

j^ ment. 

• His opinions, as he was a Nonjuror, feem 
. not to have been remarkably rigid. He wrote 

^ with great zeal andaffeftion the praifes of queen 
Anne, and very willingly and liberally extolled 

, the duke of Marlborough, when he was {1707) 

. at the height of his glory. 

He expreflcd ftill more attention to Marl- 
borough and his family by an elegiac Paftoral 
on the marquis of Blandford, which could be 
prompted only by refpeft or kindnefs ; for nei- 
ther the duke nor dutchefs defired the praife, or 
liked the coft of patronage. 

The elegance of liis poetry entitled him to 
the company of the wits of his time, and the 
amiablenefs of his manners made him loved 
wherever he was known. Of his friendlhip 
to Southern and Pope there are lafting monu- 
ments. • 

He publiflied in 1 707 a colleftion of poems. 

By Pope he was once placed in a ftation that 

might have been of great advantage* Cra.^^?.^ 



f 
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when he was advanced to be fecretary 
(about 1720), feeling his own want of li 
dclircd Pope to procure him an inftro 
whofe help he might fupply the dcficie 
his education. Pope recommended 
in whom Craggs found all that he was 
^ { There was now a profpe^ of eafe and 

for Fenton had merit, and Craggs had 
lity : but the fmall-pox fuddenly put ai 
the pleaiing expe£lation. 

When Pope, after the great fuccel 
lliad^ undertook the O^yffeyy being, as : 
weary of tranflating, he determined Xs 
auxiliaries. Twelve books he took to 
and twelve he diftributed between Bro< 
Fenton : the books allotted to Fenton y 
firft, the fourth, the nineteenth, and tL 
tiedi. It is obfervable, that he did not 
eleventh, which he had before tranfla 
blank verfe; neither did Pope claim 
committed it to Broome. How the ti 
elates performed their parts is well ki 
^he readers of poetry, who have nev 
able to diftinguifh their books from 
^ope. 
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ri 111 1723 was performed his tragedy of Ma^ 

^n^idmni ; to which Southern, at whofe houfe it 

11: ^il8 written, is faid to have contributed fuch 

alirhitlts as his theatrical experience fupplied. 

When it Was (hewn to Gibber, it was rejcfted 

rii by hini) Witli the additional infolence of ad- 

^ Vifitig Fenton to engage himfelf in fome cm*^ 

yj plbymertt of honeft labdur, by which he might 

- dbtain that fupport which he c^uld never hopo 

frohi his poetry. The play Was aSed at the 

, other theatre ; and the brutal petulance of Gibs 

bfet Was confuted, thou^> perhaps^ not ftiamedf 

by general applaufe. • Fcriton's profits are fald 

to have aniounted to near a thoufand pounds^ 

V^ith which he difchaiged a debt tontra£ted by 

his attendance at court. 

Femon feems to have had fome peculiar 
fyfteiti of verfification. Mariomm is writtea 
Jh lines often fyllaWes^ with few of thofe le-^- 
dundant terminations which the drama not 
only admits but requires, as itrore nearly aj)- 
pi'oaching to teal dialogue. The teAor of his 
vcife is fo uniform that it cannot be thought 
cafual ; and yet upon what principle he focoa- 
ftrufted it, h difCctilt to difcover. 
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The mention of liis pJay brings to mjm 

a very trifling occurrence. Fenton was oi 

day in the company of Broome his affociai 

and Ford, a clergyman, at that time too w 

known, whofe abilities, inftead of furniflu 

onvivial merriment to the voluptuous a 

diflblute, might have enabled him to ci 

among the virtuous and the wife. They det« 

mined all to fee the Merry ff^iz^es of Wtndj 

which was afted that night ; and Fenton, a! 

dramatick poet, took them to the ftage-doo 

where the door-keeper enquiring who th 

were, was told tliat they were three very nec( 

farymen, Ford, Broome, and Fenton. T 

name in the play, which Pope reftored to Bm 

was then Bro:me^ 

It was perhaps after this play that he unde 
took to revife the punftuation of Milton 
Poems, which, as the author neither wrote tl 
original copy nor corrected tlie prefs, was fuf 
pofed capable of amendment, To this editia 
he prefixed a Ihort and elegant account of Mil 
ton's life, written at once with tendcrnefs an< 
integrity. 

He publilheJ likewife (1729) a very fplendic 
edition of Waller, witli notes often ufeful, 
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often entertaining, but too much extended by 
Jong quotations from Clarendon. Illuftrations 
drawn from a book fo eafily confulted, fliould 
be made by reference rather than tranfcription* 

The latter part of his life was calm and 
pleafant. The relift of Sir William Trumbull 
invited him, by Pope's recommendation, to 
educate her fon ; whom he firft inftrufted at 
home) and then attended to Cambridge. The 
lady afterwards detained him with her as the 
auditor of her accounts. He often wandered to 
London, and amufed himfelf with the conver- 
fationofhis friends. 

He died in 1730, at Eafthampftead in Berk- 
Ihire, the feat of the lady Trumbull; and Pope, 
who had been always his friend, honoured him 
with an epitaph, of which he borrowed the two 
firft lines from Crafhaw. 

Fenton was tall and bulky, inclined to cor- 
pulence, which he did not leflen by much ex- 
ercifc ; for he was very fluggifti and fedentary, 
rofe late, and when he had rifen fat down 
to his book or papers. A woman that once 
waited on him in a lodging, told him, as fh > 
faid, that he would ** lie a-bed, and be fed 
•' with a fpoon/' This, however, was not 

thft 
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the worft that might have been prognofticad; 
for Pope fays, in his Letters,, that ** h|e 4ittl 
*^ of indolence ;** but his immediate diftefliffl 
was the gout. 

Of his naofals and his convcrfation the ac- 
count is uniform : he was never named b« 
with praife and fondnefs as a man in the hi^ 
degree amiaWe and excellent. Such was the 
charafter given him by the earl of Orrery, bis 
papil ; fuch is the teftimony of Pope * ; aoi 
fuch were tlic fufFrages of all who could boat 
of his acquaintance. 

By a former writer of his Life a ftory is toU, 
which ought not to be forgotten. He ufed, in 
the latter part of his time, to pay his relations 
in the country a yearly vifit. At an enter- 
tainment made for the family by his elder bro- 
ther, he obferved, that one of his fillers who 
had married unfortunately, was abfent ; and 
found, upon enquiry, that diftrefs had made 
her thought unworthy of invitation. As flie 
was at no great diftance, he refufed to fit at the 
table till flie was called, and, when flie had 
taken her place, was careful to fhew her parti- 
cular attention. 

* Spciice. 

His 
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p^* His ooUeftion of poems is now to be confi- 
*ered« The ode to the Sun is written upon 
k common plan, without uncommon fenti- 
Sients ; but its greatcft fault is its length. No 
|K>em fliould be long of which the purpofe is 
only to ftrikc the fancy, without enlightening 
the undcrftanding by precept, ratiocination, or 
fljurrative. A blaze firft pleafes, and then tires 
J liie fight. 

- Of Flortlk it is fufficient to fay, that it is an 
occafional paftoral, which implies fomething^ 
Beither natural nor artificial, neither comick 

nor ferious. 

I 

: The next ode is irregular, and therefore de— 
feftive. As the fcntiments are pious, they 
cannot eafily be new ; for what can be added> 
to topicks on which fucceffive ages have been? 
employed ! 

Of tlie Paraphrafe on Ifatah nothing very fa- 
vourable can be faid. Sublime and folemn- 
profe gains little by a change to blank verfe ; 
and the paraphraft has deferted his original, by 
admitting images not Afiatick,^.at leaft not Ju-^- 
daical : 

—Returning Peace, 

Dove-eyed, and rob'dia white— 
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mi WHATEVERI have faid of Fenton is 

paiebhfirmed by Pope iii a letter, by which he 

ejctommunicated to Broome an account of his 

Vide^th. 

Ec 

r« TO 

if The Rev<> Mr. BROOME 
At PuLHAM, near Harleston. 
Nor 
suffolkk 

By Beccles Bag. 
DR Sir. 
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I Intended to write to you on this melancholy 
fubjeft, the death of Mr. Fenton, before y* 
came ; but ftayed to have informed myfelf and 
you of y« circumftances of it. AH I hear is, 
that he felt a gradual Decay, tho fo early in 
Life, and was declining for 5 or 6 months. 
It was not, as I apprehended, the Gout in his 
Stomach, but I believe rather a Complication 
iirft of Grofs humours, as he was naturally 
corpulent, not difcharging themfclvcs, as he 
ufed no fort of Exercife. No man better 
bore ye approaches of his Diflblution (as I am 
Vol. 111. Y v^^^^ 
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told) or with Icfs oftcntiatioii yielded up his 
Being. The great Modefty wch you know was 
natural to him, and y« great Contempt he had 
for all forts of Vanity and Parade, never ap- 
peared more than in his laft moments : He 
had a confcious Satisfaflion (no doubt) in aft- 
ing right, in feeling himfelf honeft, true, & 
un- pretending to more than was his own. So 
he dyed, as he lived with that fecret, yet fufB- 
cient, Contentment. 

As to any Papers left behind him, I dare fay 
they can be but few ; for this rcafon. He never 
wrote out of Vanity, or thought much of tlie 
Applaufe of men. I know an Inftance where 
he did his utmoft to conceal his own merit that 
way ; and if we join to this his natural Love of 
Eafe I fancy we muft expeft little of this fort: 
at Icaft I hear of none except fome few further 
remarks on Waller (wch his cautious integrity 
made him leave an order to be given to Mr. 
Tonfon) and perhaps, tho tis many years fincc 
1 faw it, a Tranflation of the firft Book of Op- 
piau. He had begun a Tragedy of Dion, but 
made fmall progrefs in it. 

As to his other Affairs, he dyed poor, but 
hoii.u, leaving no Debts or Legacies ; except 

of 
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of a few p*^' to Mr. Trumbull and my Lady, in 
token of refpeft, Gratefulnefs, and mutual 
Efteem. 

I Ihall with pleafure take upon me to draw 
this amiable, quiet, deferving, unpretending 
Chriftian and Philofophical charafter, in His 
Epitaph. There Truth may be fpoken in a 
few words : as for Flourifh, & Oratory, & 
Poetry, I leave them to younger and more 
Jively writers, fuch as love writing for writing 
fake, & w^ rather fhow their own Fine Parts, 
y** Report the valuable ones of any other man. 
So the Elegy I renounce. 

I condole with you from my heart, on the 
lofs of fo worthy a man, and a Friend to us 
both. Now he is gone, I muft tell you he has 
done you many a good office, and fet your 
charafter in the faireft light, to fome who 
either miftook you, or knew you not. I doubt 
not he has done the fame for me. 

Adieu : Let us love his Memory, and profit 

by his Example. 1 am very fincerely, 

DR SIR 

Your affeftionate 

& real Servant. 
Aug ;9th, 1730. 

A. pope- 
End OF "Voi-AW. 
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